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CONSTITUTION OF THE FOURTH REPUBLIC OF GHANA
(PROMULGATION) LAW, 1992

WHEREAS by the Consultative Assembly Law, 1991 (P.€.L. 253) the Provisional
National Defence Council set up a Consultative Agsg to prepare a draft Constitution for

the administration of Ghana;

WHEREASthe Consultative Assembly submitted the draft @arign for the Republic of

Ghana to the P.N.D.C. on 31st March, 1992;

WHEREASthe said draft Constitution was submitted to aomai referendum held throughout

Ghana on the 28th April, 1992;



AND WHEREASthe people of Ghana approved the said Constit@itiothe administration of
Ghana to come into force on 7th day of January3199

NOW THEREFORE INpursuance of the Provisional National Defence CoEstablishment)
Proclamation 1981, this Law is hereby made:

1. COMMENCEMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION.

The Constitution approved at the Referendum hel@8th April, 1992 and set out in the
Schedule to this Law shall come into force on ttreday of January, 1993.

2. PRINTING OF CONSTITUTION.
Whenever it becomes necessary for the Constittibidr@ printed the Government Printer
may omit all parts of this Law and the Constitutamso printed shall, subject to section 1 of

this Law have the force of law notwithstanding timeission.

SCHEDULE
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THE CONSTITUTION

OF THE

REPUBLIC OF GHANA

IN THE NAME OF THE ALMIGHTY GOD

We the People of Ghana,

IN EXERCISE of our natural and inalienable right to establsinamework of government
which shall secure for ourselves and posteritybleesings of liberty, equality of opportunity
and prosperity;

IN A SPIRIT of friendship and peace with all peoples of theldjo

AND IN SOLEMN declaration and affirmation of our commitment to;

Freedom, Justice, Probity and Accountability;

The Principle that all powers of Government spifiiogn the Sovereign Will of the People;

The Principle of Universal Adult Suffrage;

The Rule of Law;



The protection and preservation of Fundamental HuRights and Freedoms, Unity and
Stability for our Nation;

DO HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS
CONSTITUTION.

CHAPTER ONE
THE CONSTITUTION

1. SUPREMACY OF THE CONSTITUTION.

(1) The Sovereignty of Ghana resides in the peop&hana in whose name and for whose
welfare the powers of government are to be exatdrséhe manner and within the limits laid
down in this Constitution.

(2) This Constitution shall be the supreme law ba@a and any other law found to be
inconsistent with any provision of this Constitutishall, to the extent of the inconsistency, be
void.

2. ENFORCEMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION.

(1) A person who alleges that—

(a) an enactment or anything contained in or doytkeuthe authority of that or any other
enactment; or

(b) any act or omission of any person;

is inconsistent with, or is in contravention ofrayision of this Constitution, may bring an
action in the Supreme Court for a declaration &t #ifect.

(2) The Supreme Court shall, for the purposesaddaration under clause (1) of this article,
make such orders and give such directions as itaoagider appropriate for giving effect, or
enabling effect to be given, to the declaratiomsale.

(3) Any person or group of persons to whom an oodetirection is addressed under clause
(2) of this article by the Supreme Court, shallydabey and carry out the terms of the order
or direction.

(4) Failure to obey or carry out the terms of asheoror direction made or given under clause
(2) of this article constitutes a high crime unttes Constitution and shall, in the case of the
President or the Vice-President, constitute a gidonremoval from office under this
Constitution.

(5) A person convicted of a high crime under claidgeof this article shall—

(a) be liable to imprisonment not exceeding terry@athout the option of a fine; and

(b) not be eligible for election, or for appointniei® any public office for ten years beginning
with the date of the expiration of the term of ilspnment.



3. DEFENCE OF THE CONSTITUTION.

(1) Parliament shall have no power to enact a lstaldishing a one-party state.

(2) Any activity of a person or group of personsshhsuppresses or seeks to suppress the
lawful political activity of any other person oryanlass of persons, or persons generally is
unlawful.

(3) Any person who—

(a) by himself or in concert with others by anyleit or other unlawful means, suspends or
overthrows or abrogates this Constitution or any pfit, or attempts to do any such act; or

(b) aids and abets in any manner any person reféorm paragraph (a) of this clause;
commits the offence of high treason and shall, upmviction, be sentenced to suffer death.
(4) All citizens of Ghana shall have the right ahdy at all times—

(a) to defend this Constitution, and in particutarresist any person or group of persons
seeking to commit any of the acts referred to &ausk (3) of this article; and

(b) to do all in their power to restore this Congton after it has been suspended,
overthrown, or abrogated as referred to in cla@¥®ef(this article.

(5) Any person or group of persons who suppressessets the suspension, overthrow or
abrogation of this Constitution as referred tolause (3) of this article, commits no offence.

(6) Where a person referred to in clause (5) & &niicle is punished for any act done under
that clause, the punishment shall, on the restora this Constitution, be taken to be void
from the time it was imposed and he shall, front timae, be taken to be absolved from all
liabilities arising out of the punishment.

(7) The Supreme Court shall, on application byrobehalf of a person who has suffered any
punishment or loss to which clause (6) of thiscéetrelates, award him adequate
compensation, which shall be charged on the Caieteld Fund, in respect of any suffering
or loss incurred as a result of the punishment.

CHAPTER TWO
TERRITORIES OF GHANA

4. TERRITORIES OF GHANA.
(1) The sovereign State of Ghana is a unitary ripubnsisting of those territories
comprised in the regions which, immediately bettwecoming into force of this

Constitution, existed in Ghana, including the terral sea and the air space.

(2) Parliament may by law provide for the delimtatof the territorial sea, the contiguous
zone, the exclusive economic zone and the conahshelf of Ghana.



5. CREATION, ALTERATION OR MERGER OF REGIONS.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this article, Br@sident may, by constitutional instrument—
(a) create a new region;

(b) alter the boundaries of a region; or

(c) provide for the merger of two or more regions.

(2) If the President, upon a petition being presénb him and, on the advice of the Council
of State, is satisfied that there is a substadgatand for—

(a) the creation of a new region;

(b) the alteration of the boundaries of a regiohetler or not the alteration involves the
creation of a new region; or

(c) the merger of any two or more regions;

he shall, acting in accordance with the advicenef@ouncil of State, appoint a commission
of inquiry to inquire into the demand and to ma&eammendations on all the factors
involved in the creation, alteration or merger.

(3) If, notwithstanding that a petition has not hh@eesented to him, the President is, on the
advice of the Council of State, satisfied thatribed has arisen for taking any of the steps
referred to in paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of @als of this article, he may, acting in
accordance with the advice of the Council of Stappoint a commission of inquiry to inquire
into the need and to make recommendations oneafiittors involved in the creation,
alteration or merger.

(4) Where a commission of inquiry appointed undause (2) or (3) of this article finds that
there is the need and a substantial demand faréation, alteration or merger referred to in
either of those clauses, it shall recommend tdPttesident that a referendum be held,
specifying the issues to be determined by the eaflirm and the places where the referendum
should be held.

(5) The President shall refer the recommendatiorisd Electoral Commission, and the
referendum shall be held in a manner prescribethéylectoral Commission.

(6) An issue referred for determination by refer@amdunder clauses (4) and (5) shall not be
taken to be determined by the referendum unlelesst fifty per cent of the persons entitled
to vote cast their votes at the referendum, antiefotes cast at least eighty per cent were
cast in favour of that issue.

(7) Where a referendum involves the merger of twmore regions, the issue shall not be
taken to be determined unless at least sixty parafehe persons entitled to vote at the
referendum in each such region voted in favouhefrherger of the two or more regions; and
accordingly, clause (6) of this article shall npply to the referendum.



(8) The President shall, under clause (1) of thisla, and acting in accordance with the
results of the referendum held under clauses (@)®nof this article, issue a constitutional
instrument giving effect, or enabling effect todieen, to the results.

CHAPTER THREE
CITIZENSHIP

6. CITIZENSHIP OF GHANA.

(1) Every person who, on the coming into forcehas Constitution, is a citizen of Ghana by
law shall continue to be a citizen of Ghana.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Constitutiamperson born in or outside Ghana after the
coming into force of this Constitution, shall beamcitizen of Ghana at the date of his birth
if either of his parents or grandparents is or wagizen of Ghana.

(3) A child of not more than seven years of agatbin Ghana whose parents are not known
shall be presumed to be a citizen of Ghana by.birth

(4) A child of not more than sixteen years of agéher of whose parents is a citizen of
Ghana who is adopted by a citizen of Ghana shaNjitue of the adoption, be a citizen of
Ghana.

7. PERSONS ENTITLED TO BE REGISTERED AS CITIZENS.

(1) A woman married to a man who is a citizen oa@hor a man married to a woman who is
a citizen of Ghana may, upon making an applicaticthe manner prescribed by Parliament,
be registered as a citizen of Ghana.

(2) Clause (1) of this article applies also to espa who was married to a person who, but for
his or her death, would have continued to be aemtiof Ghana under clause (1) of article 6 of
this Constitution.

(3) Where the marriage of a woman is annulled afterhas been registered as a citizen of
Ghana under clause (1) of this article, she shalgss she renounces that citizenship,
continue to be a citizen of Ghana.

(4) Any child of a marriage of a woman registerecaitizen of Ghana under clause (1) of
this article to which clause (3) of this articlgpéps, shall continue to be a citizen of Ghana
unless he renounces that citizenship.

(5) Where upon an application by a man for redistnaunder clause (1) of this article, it
appears to the authority responsible for the reggish that a marriage has been entered into
primarily with a view to obtaining the registratidhe authority may request the applicant to
satisfy him that the marriage was entered intooodgfaith; and the authority may only effect
the registration upon being so satisfied.

(6) In the case of a man seeking registration,sgdd) of this article applies only if the
applicant permanently resides in Ghana.



8. “DUAL CITIZENSHIP.

() A citizen of Ghana may hold the citizenshipaal other country in addition to his
citizenship of Ghana.

(2) Without prejudice to article 94 (2a) of the Constitution, no citizen of Ghana shall
gualify to be appointed as a holder of any offipedfied in this clause if he holds the
citizenship of any other country in addition to biszenship of Ghana—

(&) Ambassador or High Commissioner;

(b) Secretary to the Cabinet:

(c) Chief of Defence Staff or any Service Chief:

(d) Inspector-General of Police:

(e) Commissioner, Customs, Excise and Preventive &srvi

(f) Director of Immigration Service; and

(g) any office specified by an Act of Parliament.
(3) Where the law of a country requires a persoa miarries a citizen of that country to
renounce the citizenship of his own country byuerof that marriage, a citizen of Ghana who
is deprived of his citizenship of Ghana by virtde¢hat marriage shall, on the dissolution of
that marriage, become a citizen of Ghana”.]

9. CITIZENSHIP LAWS BY PARLIAMENT.

(1) Parliament may make provision for the acqusitdf citizenship of Ghana by persons
who are not eligible to become citizens of Ghandeuhe provisions of this Constitution.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in article 7 o$ @onstitution, a person shall not be
registered as a citizen of Ghana unless at thedirhés application for registration he is able
to speak and understand an indigenous languagbafas

(3) The High Court may, on an application madetlier purpose by the Attorney-General,
deprive a person who is a citizen of Ghana, otrehan by birth, of that citizenship on the
ground—

(a) that the activities of that person are inimicalhe security of the State or prejudicial to
public morality or the public interest; or

(b) that the citizenship was acquired by fraud repsesentation or any other improper or
irregular practice.

(4) There shall be published in tGazette by the appropriate authority and within three
months after the application or the registratiathee case may be, the name, particulars and



other details of a person who, under this artiplglias to be registered as a citizen of Ghana
or has been registered as a citizen of Ghana.

9[(5) Parliament may make provision by Act of Parlent for—
(a) the renunciation by any person of his eitghip of Ghana;

(b) the circumstances in which a person mayigegitizenship of Ghana or cease to be a
citizen of Ghana.]

10. INTERPRETATION.

(1) A reference in this Chapter to the citizengbfighe parent of a person at the time of the
birth of that person shall, in relation to a perbonn after the death of the parent, be
construed as a reference to the citizenship op#nent at the time of the parent’s death.

(2) For the purposes of clause (1) of this artialeere the death occurred before the coming
into force of this Constitution, the citizenshithhe parent would have had if he or she had
died on the coming into force of this Constitutgirall be deemed to be his or her citizenship
at the time of his or her death.

CHAPTER FOUR
THE LAWS OF GHANA

11. THE LAWS OF GHANA.
(1) The laws of Ghana shall comprise—
(a) this Constitution;

(b) enactments made by or under the authority@Ptrliament established by this
Constitution;

(c) any Orders, Rules and Regulations made by arsop or authority under a power
conferred by this Constitution;

(d) the existing law; and

(e) the common law.

(2) The common law of Ghana shall comprise thesrafdaw generally known as the
common law, the rules generally known as the doesriof equity and the rules of customary

law including those determined by the Superior €otidudicature.

(3) For the purposes of this article, “customamy’laneans the rules of law which by custom
are applicable to particular communities in Ghana.

(4) The existing law shall, except as otherwisevigled in clause (1) of this article, comprise
the written and unwritten laws of Ghana as thegtexi immediately before the coming into



force of this Constitution, and any Act, Decreewl@r statutory instrument issued or made
before that date, which is to come into force oafoer that date.

(5) Subject to the provisions of this Constitutitme existing law shall not be affected by the
coming into force of this Constitution.

(6) The existing law shall be construed with anydifications, adaptations, qualifications and
exceptions necessary to bring it into conformitytmthe provisions of this Constitution, or
otherwise to give effect to, or enable effect tggheen to, any changes effected by this
Constitution.

(7) Any Order, Rule or Regulation made by a perwoauthority under a power conferred by
this Constitution or any other law shall—

(a) be laid before Parliament;
(b) be published in th&azette on the day it is laid before Parliament; and

(c) come into force at the expiration of twenty-aiéing days after being so laid unless
Parliament, before the expiration of the twenty-dags, annuls the Order, Rule or
Regulation by the votes of not less than two-thaftiall the members of Parliament.

CHAPTER FIVE
FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

12. PROTECTION OF FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS AND FRHEOMS.

(1) The fundamental human rights and freedoms eresthin this Chapter shall be respected
and upheld by the Executive, Legislature and Jadiand all other organs of government
and its agencies and, where applicable to thema]lmatural and legal persons in Ghana, and
shall be enforceable by the Courts as providedhftinis Constitution.

(2) Every person in Ghana, whatever his race, p@ceigin, political opinion, colour,
religion, creed or gender shall be entitled toftmelamental human rights and freedoms of
the individual contained in this Chapter but subjeaespect for the rights and freedoms of
others and for the public interest.

13. PROTECTION OF RIGHT TO LIFE.

(1) No person shall be deprived of his life intentlly except in the exercise of the execution
of a sentence of a court in respect of a crimifi@nce under the laws of Ghana of which he
has been convicted.

(2) A person shall not be held to have deprivedtzrgoerson of his life in contravention of
clause (1) of this article if that other personsdis the result of a lawful act of war or if that
other person dies as the result of the use of flarseich an extent as is reasonably justifiable
in the particular circumstances—

(a) for the defence of any person from violencéothe defence of property; or



(b) in order to effect a lawful arrest or to prevdre escape of a person lawfully detained; or
(c) for the purposes of suppressing a riot, ingtilwa or mutiny; or

(d) in order to prevent the commission of a crirgeghat person.

14. PROTECTION OF PERSONAL LIBERTY.

(1) Every person shall be entitled to his persdibalty and no person shall be deprived of his
personal liberty except in the following cases amdccordance with procedure permitted by

law—

(a) in execution of a sentence or order of a courgspect of a criminal offence of which he
has been convicted; or

(b) in execution of an order of a court punishimg for contempt of court; or

(c) for the purpose of bringing him before a canréxecution of an order of a court; or

(d) in the case of a person suffering from an itié&s or contagious disease, a person of
unsound mind, a person addicted to drugs or alamhalvagrant, for the purpose of his care

or treatment or the protection of the community; or

(e) for the purpose of the education or welfara person who has not attained the age of
eighteen years; or

(f) for the purpose of preventing the unlawful grdf that person into Ghana, or of effecting
the expulsion, extradition or other lawful remowéthat person from Ghana or for the
purpose of restricting that person while he is géawfully conveyed through Ghana in the
course of his extradition or removal from one coyid another; or

(9) upon reasonable suspicion of his having conehittr being about to commit a criminal
offence under the laws of Ghana.

(2) A person who is arrested, restricted or dethstell be informed immediately, in a
language that he understands, of the reasonsdariast, restriction or detention and of his
right to a lawyer of his choice.

(3) A person who is arrested, restricted or dethire

(a) for the purpose of bringing him before a canrtxecution of an order of a court; or

(b) upon reasonable suspicion of his having coneahitir being about to commit a criminal
offence under the laws of Ghana, and who is netssd,

shall be brought before a court within forty-eiglours after the arrest, restriction or
detention.

(4) Where a person arrested, restricted or detainddr paragraph (a) or (b) of clause (3) of
this article is not tried within a reasonable tirtlegn, without prejudice to any further



proceedings that may be brought against him, hiélshaeleased either unconditionally or
upon reasonable conditions, including in particutanditions reasonably necessary to ensure
that he appears at a later date for trial or focpedings preliminary to trial.

(5) A person who is unlawfully arrested, restrictedletained by any other person shall be
entitled to compensation from that other person.

(6) Where a person is convicted and sentencedaworaof imprisonment for an offence, any
period he has spent in lawful custody in respethaf offence before the completion of his
trial shall be taken into account in imposing tlert of imprisonment.

(7) Where a person who has served the whole ortaphis sentence is acquitted on appeal
by a court, other than the Supreme Court, the cuast certify to the Supreme Court that the
person acquitted be paid compensation; and theeBugpCourt may, upon examination of all
the facts and the certificate of the court concgragvard such compensation as it may think
fit; or, where the acquittal is by the Supreme Gatimay order compensation to be paid to
the person acquitted.

15. RESPECT FOR HUMAN DIGNITY.

(1) The dignity of all persons shall be inviolable.

(2) No person shall, whether or not he is arreststricted or detained, be subjected to—
(a) torture or other cruel, inhuman or degradiegtment or punishment;

(b) any other condition that detracts or is likedydetract from his dignity and worth as a
human being.

(3) A person who has not been convicted of a cranaffence shall not be treated as a
convicted person and shall be kept separately Gonvicted persons.

(4) A juvenile offender who is kept in lawful cudipor detention shall be kept separately
from an adult offender.

16. PROTECTION FROM SLAVERY AND FORCED LABOUR.

(1) No person shall be held in slavery or servitude

(2) No person shall be required to perform forcazblr.

(3) For the purposes of this article, “forced latialoes not include—

(a) any labour required as a result of a sentenoeder of a court; or

(b) any labour required of a member of a discigif@ce or service as his duties or, in the
case of a person who has conscientious objectioaseérvice as a member of the Armed

Forces of Ghana, any labour which that persongsired by law to perform in place of such
service; or



(c) any labour required during any period when Ghiarat war or in the event of an
emergency or calamity that threatens the life aath-leing of the community, to the extent
that the requirement of such labour is reasonaldfiable in the circumstances of any
situation arising or existing during that period floe purposes of dealing with the situation;
or

(d) any labour reasonably required as part of nbom@munal or other civic obligations.
17. EQUALITY AND FREEDOM FROM DISCRIMINATION.
() All persons shall be equal before the law.

(2) A person shall not be discriminated againsgiaunds of gender, race, colour, ethnic
origin, religion, creed or social or economic ssatu

(3) For the purposes of this article, “discrimirfateeans to give different treatment to
different persons attributable only or mainly teittrespective descriptions by race, place of
origin, political opinions, colour, gender, occupat religion or creed, whereby persons of
one description are subjected to disabilities strietions to which persons of another
description are not made subject or are grantedlgyes or advantages which are not granted
to persons of another description.

(4) Nothing in this article shall prevent Parliarh&om enacting laws that are reasonably
necessary to provide—

(a) for the implementation of policies and prograesmimed at redressing social, economic
or educational imbalance in the Ghanaian society;

(b) for matters relating to adoption, marriage odoe, burial, devolution of property on death
or other matters of personal law;

(c) for the imposition of restrictions on the action of land by persons who are not citizens
of Ghana or on the political and economic actigitié such persons and for other matters
relating to such persons; or

(d) for making different provision for different gomunities having regard to their special
circumstances not being provision which is incaesiswith the spirit of this Constitution.

(5) Nothing shall be taken to be inconsistent whitils article which is allowed to be done
under any provision of this Chapter.

18. PROTECTION OF PRIVACY OF HOME AND OTHER PROPERT
(1) Every person has the right to own propertyegitdone or in association with others.

(2) No person shall be subjected to interferendk thie privacy of his home, property,
correspondence or communication except in accoedatt law and as may be necessary in
a free and democratic society for public safetthereconomic well-being of the country, for
the protection of health or morals, for the prei@mnbf disorder or crime or for the protection
of the rights or freedoms of others.



19. FAIR TRIAL.

(1) A person charged with a criminal offence shallgiven a fair hearing within a reasonable
time by a court.

(2) A person charged with a criminal offence shall—

(a) in the case of an offence other than high tneas treason, the punishment for which is
death or imprisonment for life, be tried by a jucgel jury and—

(i) where the punishment is death, the verdichefjury shall be unanimous; and

(i) in the case of life imprisonment, the verdiétthe jury shall be by such majority as
Parliament may by law prescribe;

(b) in the case of an offence triable by a Regidmédunal the penalty for which is death, the
decision of the Chairman and the other panel mesrdiall be unanimous;

(c) be presumed to be innocent until he is proveubs pleaded guilty;

(d) be informed immediately in a language that heeustands, and in detail, of the nature of
the offence charged;

(e) be given adequate time and facilities for treppration of his defence;
(f) be permitted to defend himself before the caugterson or by a lawyer of his choice;

(9) be afforded facilities to examine, in persorbgthis lawyer, the withesses called by the
prosecution before the court, and to obtain thend@nce and carry out the examination of
witnesses to testify on the same conditions asthpglicable to witnesses called by the
prosecution;

(h) be permitted to have, without payment by hine, &ssistance of an interpreter where he
cannot understand the language used at the tnidl; a

() in the case of the offence of high treasorreason, be tried by the High Court duly
constituted by three Justices of that Court andideesion of the Justices shall be unanimous.

(3) The trial of a person charged with a crimini@nce shall take place in his presence
unless—

(a) he refuses to appear before the court forrthketd be conducted in his presence after he
has been duly notified of the trial; or

(b) he conducts himself in such a manner as toeretin@ continuation of the proceedings in
his presence impracticable and the court orderstdibe removed for the trial to proceed in
his absence.

(4) Whenever a person is tried for a criminal offetthe accused person or a person
authorised by him shall, if he so requires, be giweithin a reasonable time not exceeding six



months after judgment, a copy of any record ofpfuezeedings made by or on behalf of the
court for the use of the accused person.

(5) A person shall not be charged with or heldeayhilty of a criminal offence which is
founded on an act or omission that did not atithe it took place constitute an offence.

(6) No penalty shall be imposed for a criminal affe that is severer in degree or description
than the maximum penalty that could have been ieghésr that offence at the time when it
was committed.

(7) No person who shows that he has been trieddoyrgpetent court for a criminal offence
and either convicted or acquitted, shall agairrieel for that offence or for any other criminal
offence of which he could have been convicted attial for the offence, except on the order
of a superior court in the course of appeal orawvproceedings relating to the conviction or
acquittal.

(8) Notwithstanding clause (7) of this article,anquittal of a person on a trial for high
treason or treason shall not be a bar to the uistit of proceedings for any other offence
against that person.

(9) Paragraphs (a) and (b) of clause (2) of thislarshall not apply in the case of a trial by a
court-martial or other military tribunal.

(10) No person who is tried for a criminal offersteall be compelled to give evidence at the
trial.

(11) No person shall be convicted of a criminakaffe unless the offence is defined and the
penalty for it is prescribed in a written law.

(12) Clause (11) of this article shall not prevar@uperior Court from punishing a person for
contempt of itself notwithstanding that the acborission constituting the contempt is not
defined in a written law and the penalty is nopsescribed.

(13) An adjudicating authority for the determinatiof the existence or extent of a civil right
or obligation shall, subject to the provisionsstConstitution, be established by law and
shall be independent and impartial; and where maiogs for determination are instituted by
a person before such an adjudicating authorityc#ise shall be given a fair hearing within a
reasonable time.

(14) Except as may be otherwise ordered by thedawdjting authority in the interest of public
morality, public safety, or public order the prodiemys of any such adjudicating authority
shall be in public.

(15) Nothing in this article shall prevent an adpading authority from excluding from the
proceedings persons, other than the parties tprdeeedings and their lawyers, to such an
extent as the authority—

(a) may consider necessary or expedient in circamess where publicity would prejudice the
interests of justice; or



(b) may be empowered by law to do in the interésiefence, public safety, public order,
public morality, the welfare of persons under the af eighteen or the protection of the
private lives of persons concerned in the procegdin

(16) Nothing in, or done under the authority ofy éaw shall be held to be inconsistent with,
or in contravention of, the following provisions—

(a) paragraph (c) of clause (2) of this articleth| extent that the law in question imposes
upon a person charged with a criminal offence pilmelen of proving particular facts; or

(b) clause (7) of this article, to the extent ttegt law in question authorises a court to try a
member of a disciplined force for a criminal offenwtwithstanding any trial and conviction
or acquittal of that member under the discipliniary of the force, except that any court
which tries that member and convicts him shalgentencing him to any punishment, take
into account any punishment imposed on him undsrdtsciplinary law.

(17) Subject to clause (18) of this article, tremsball consist only—

(a) in levying war against Ghana or assisting daiesor person or inciting or conspiring with
any person to levywar against Ghana; or

(b) in attempting by force of arms or other violemans to overthrow the organs of
government established by or under this Constitgito

(c) in taking part or being concerned in or in@tior conspiring with any person to make or
take part or be concerned in, any such attempt.

(18) An act which aims at procuring by constituabmeans an alteration of the law or of the
policies of the Government shall not be conside®dn act calculated to overthrow the
organs of government.

(19) Notwithstanding any other provision of thiice, but subject to clause (20) of this
article, Parliament may, by or under an Act of Ranknt, establish military courts or
tribunals for the trial of offences against militdaw committed by persons subject to military
law.

(20) Where a person subject to military law, whaas in active service, commits an offence
which is within the jurisdiction of a civil courthe shall not be tried by a court-martial or
military tribunal for the offence unless the offenis within the jurisdiction of a court-martial
or other military tribunal under any law for thef@mement of military discipline.

(21) For the purposes of this article, “criminalerfce” means a criminal offence under the
laws of Ghana.

20. PROTECTION FROM DEPRIVATION OF PROPERTY.
(1) No property of any description, or interesbirright over any property shall be

compulsorily taken possession of or acquired byState unless the following conditions are
satisfied—



(a) the taking of possession or acquisition is sgagy in the interest of defence, public safety,
public order, public morality, public health, townd country planning or the development or
utilization of property in such a manner as to poterthe public benefit; and

(b) the necessity for the acquisition is clearbtetl and is such as to provide reasonable
justification for causing any hardship that mayuie® any person who has an interest in or
right over the property.

(2) Compulsory acquisition of property by the Ststtall only be made under a law which
makes provision for—

(a) the prompt payment of fair and adequate congirms and

(b) a right of access to the High Court by any persho has an interest in or right over the
property whether direct or on appeal from any othehority, for the determination of his
interest or right and the amount of compensationttch he is entitled.

(3) Where a compulsory acquisition or possessidaraf effected by the State in accordance
with clause (1) of this article involves displacarnef any inhabitants, the State shall resettle
the displaced inhabitants on suitable alternatwel lwith due regard for their economic well-
being and social and cultural values.

(4) Nothing in this article shall be construed Hsdaing the operation of any general law so
far as it provides for the taking of possessioaaquisition of property—

(a) by way of vesting or administration of trusbperty, enemy property or the property of
persons adjudged or otherwise declared bankrupsolvent, persons of unsound mind,
deceased persons or bodies corporate or unincoeddrathe course of being wound up; or

(b) in the execution of a judgment or order of artoor

(c) by reason of its being in a dangerous statejorious to the health of human beings,
animals or plants; or

(d) in consequence of any law with respect to itnéation of actions; or

(e) for so long only as may be necessary for thpgee of any examination, investigation,
trial or inquiry; or

(f) for so long as may be necessary for the cagrgt of work on any land for the purpose of
the provision of public facilities or utilities, egpt that where any damage results from any
such work there shall be paid appropriate compamsat

(5) Any property compulsorily taken possessionradi@quired in the public interest or for a
public purpose shall be used only in the publieriest or for the public purpose for which it
was acquired.

(6) Where the property is not used in the publienest or for the purpose for which it was
acquired, the owner of the property immediatelyobethe compulsory acquisition, shall be
given the first option for acquiring the propertydashall, on such re-acquisition refund the



whole or part of the compensation paid to him awided for by law or such other amount as
is commensurate with the value of the properthatime of the re-acquisition.

21. GENERAL FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS.
(1) All persons shall have the right to—

(a) freedom of speech and expression, which shalide freedom of the press and other
media;

(b) freedom of thought, conscience and belief, Wisicall include academic freedom;
(c) freedom to practise any religion and to manisegh practice;
(d) freedom of assembly including freedom to taig jn processions and demonstrations;

(e) freedom of association, which shall includeftem to form or join trade unions or other
associations, national and international, for thegtion of their interest;

(f) information, subject to such qualifications daws as are necessary in a democratic
society;

(g) freedom of movement which means the right tovenioeely in Ghana, the right to leave
and to enter Ghana and immunity from expulsion féhana.

(2) A restriction on a person’s freedom of movenanhis lawful detention shall not be held
to be inconsistent with or in contravention of tarscle.

(3) All citizens shall have the right and freedarfdrm or join political parties and to
participate in political activities subject to sugphalifications and laws as are necessary in a
free and democratic society and are consistenttimshConstitution.

(4) Nothing in, or done under the authority ofaevIshall be held to be inconsistent with, or in
contravention of, this article to the extent tha taw in question makes provision—

(a) for the imposition of restrictions by orderab€ourt, that are required in the interest of
defence, public safety or public order, on the nmoset or residence within Ghana of any
person; or

(b) for the imposition of restrictions, by orderatourt, on the movement or residence within
Ghana of any person either as a result of his lgadv@®en found guilty of a criminal offence
under the laws of Ghana or for the purposes ofrargthat he appears before a court at a
later date for trial for a criminal offence or f@roceedings relating to his extradition or lawful
removal from Ghana; or

(c) for the imposition of restrictions that areseaably required in the interest of defence,
public safety, public health or the running of e services, on the movement or residence
within Ghana of any person or persons generallgngrclass of persons; or



(d) for the imposition of restrictions on the fread of entry into Ghana, or of movement in
Ghana, of a person who is not a citizen of Ghana; o

(e) that is reasonably required for the purpossatéguarding the people of Ghana against the
teaching or propagation of a doctrine which exkibit encourages disrespect for the
nationhood of Ghana, the national symbols and emdler incites hatred against other
members of the community;

except so far as that provision or, as the casebmathe thing done under the authority of
that law is shown not to be reasonably justifiableerms of the spirit of this Constitution.

(5) Whenever a person, whose freedom of movemenbéen restricted by the order of a
court under paragraph (a) of clause (4) of thiglartrequests at any time during the period of
that restriction not earlier than seven days dfterorder was made, or three months after he
last made such request, as the case may be, bisltal$ be reviewed by that court.

(6) On a review by a court under clause (5) of énigcle, the court may, subject to the right
of appeal from its decision, make such order ferdbntinuation or termination of the
restriction as it considers necessary or expedient.

22. PROPERTY RIGHTS OF SPOUSES.

(1) A spouse shall not be deprived of a reasonaioieision out of the estate of a spouse
whether or not the spouse died having made a will.

(2) Parliament shall, as soon as practicable #ftecoming into force of this Constitution,
enact legislation regulating the property rightspdbuses.

(3) With a view to achieving the full realisatiohtbe rights referred to in clause (2) of this
article—

(a) spouses shall have equal access to propentyyjaicquired during marriage;

(b) assets which are jointly acquired during maeiahall be distributed equitably between
the spouses upon dissolution of the marriage.

23. ADMINISTRATIVE JUSTICE.

Administrative bodies and administrative officialsall act fairly and reasonably and comply
with the requirements imposed on them by law andgres aggrieved by the exercise of such
acts and decisions shall have the right to seelessdefore a court or other tribunal.

24. ECONOMIC RIGHTS.

(1) Every person has the right to work under satigfry, safe and healthy conditions, and
shall receive equal pay for equal work withoutidigion of any kind.

(2) Every worker shall be assured of rest, leisur@ reasonable limitation of working hours
and periods of holidays with pay, as well as rematinan for public holidays.



(3) Every worker has a right to form or join a teadhion of his choice for the promotion and
protection of his economic and social interests.

(4) Restrictions shall not be placed on the exerofghe right conferred by clause (3) of this
article except restrictions prescribed by law ag@bpnably necessary in the interest of
national security or public order or for the pratec of the rights and freedoms of others.

25. EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS.

() All persons shall have the right to equal edioocal opportunities and facilities and with a
view to achieving the full realisation of that righ

(a) basic education shall be free, compulsory amadable to all;
(b) secondary education in its different formsJunng technical and vocational education,
shall be made generally available and accessildé by every appropriate means, and in

particular, by the progressive introduction of feskication;

(c) higher education shall be made equally accleswball, on the basis of capacity, by every
appropriate means, and in particular, by progressitroduction of free education;

(d) functional literacy shall be encouraged ormsiéed as far as possible;

(e) the development of a system of schools witlgadee facilities at all levels shall be
actively pursued.

(2) Every person shall have the right, at his owpesse, to establish and maintain a private
school or schools at all levels and of such caieg@nd in accordance with such conditions
as may be provided by law.

26. CULTURAL RIGHTS AND PRACTICES.

(1) Every person is entitled to enjoy, practisef@ss, maintain and promote any culture,
language, tradition or religion subject to the psans of this Constitution.

(2) All customary practices which dehumanise oriaj&rious to the physical and mental
well-being of a person are prohibited.

27. WOMEN'S RIGHTS.

(1) Special care shall be accorded to mothers guarireasonable period before and after
child-birth; and during those periods, working nmerthshall be accorded paid leave.

(2) Facilities shall be provided for the care oildfen below school-going age to enable
women, who have the traditional care for childremlise their full potential.

(3) Women shall be guaranteed equal rights toitrgiand promotion without any
impediments from any person.

28. CHILDREN'S RIGHTS.



(1) Parliament shall enact such laws as are negessansure that—

(a) every child has the right to the same measiuspearial care, assistance and maintenance
as is necessary for its development from its nhpaeents, except where those parents have
effectively surrendered their rights and respotsigs in respect of the child in accordance
with law;

(b) every child, whether or not born in wedlockaklbe entitled to reasonable provision out
of the estate of its parents;

(c) parents undertake their natural right and atblan of care, maintenance and upbringing of
their children in co-operation with such institutgoas Parliament may, by law, prescribe in
such manner that in all cases the interest of hildren are paramount;

(d) children and young persons receive speciakptimin against exposure to physical and
moral hazards; and

(e) the protection and advancement of the familthasunit of society are safeguarded in
promotion of the interest of children.

(2) Every child has the right to be protected fremgaging in work that constitutes a threat to
his health, education or development.

(3) A child shall not be subjected to torture drestcruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment.

(4) No child shall be deprived by any other perebmedical treatment, education or any
other social or economic benefit by reason onlgeti§ious or other beliefs.

(5) For the purposes of this article, “child” meangerson below the age of eighteen years.
29. RIGHTS OF DISABLED PERSONS.

(1) Disabled persons have the right to live witbittiamilies or with foster parents and to
participate in social, creative or recreationaivéiies.

(2) A disabled person shall not be subjected ti@idihtial treatment in respect of his
residence other than that required by his condiioby the improvement which he may
derive from the treatment.

(3) If the stay of a disabled person in a spea@dlisstablishment is indispensable, the
environment and living conditions there shall belase as possible to those of the normal
life of a person of his age.

(4) Disabled persons shall be protected againsixgloitation, all regulations and all
treatment of a discriminatory, abusive or degradhatyre.

(5) In any judicial proceedings in which a disabpeaison is a party the legal procedure
applied shall take his physical and mental condiirdgo account.



(6) As far as practicable, every place to whichgbblic have access shall have appropriate
facilities for disabled persons.

(7) Special incentives shall be given to disabledspns engaged in business and also to
business organisations that employ disabled peisaignificant numbers.

(8) Parliament shall enact such laws as are negessansure the enforcement of the
provisions of this article.

30. RIGHTS OF THE SICK.

A person who by reason of sickness or any otheseceuunable to give his consent shall not
be deprived by any other person of medical treatpeelucation or any other social or
economic benefit by reason only of religious orentbeliefs.

Emergency Powers
31. EMERGENCY POWERS.

(1) The President may, acting in accordance wighaitivice of the Council of State, by
Proclamation published in tl&azette, declare that a state of emergency exists in Ghaima
any part of Ghana for the purposes of the provssmirthis Constitution.

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of thisieéld, where a proclamation is published
under clause (1) of this article, the Presidentl gihace immediately before Parliament, the
facts and circumstances leading to the declaratidhe state of emergency.

(3) Parliament shall, within seventy-two hours alieing so notified, decide whether the
proclamation should remain in force or should h@ked; and the President shall act in
accordance with the decision of Parliament.

(4) A declaration of a state of emergency shalteda have effect at the expiration of a
period of seven days beginning with the date oflipation of the declaration, unless, before
the expiration of that period, it is approved yesolution passed for that purpose by a
majority of all the members of Parliament.

(5) Subject to clause (7) of this article, a deati@mn of a state of emergency approved by a
resolution of Parliament under clause (4) of thikcke shall continue in force until the
expiration of a period of three months beginninthviihe date of its being so approved or
until such earlier date as may be specified irréselution.

(6) Parliament may, by resolution passed by a nritgjof all members of Parliament, extend
its approval of the declaration for periods of nwire than one month at a time.

(7) Parliament may, by a resolution passed by antwyjf all the members of Parliament, at
any time, revoke a declaration of a state of enmergapproved by Parliament under this
article.



(8) For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby dexdahat the provisions of any enactment,
other than an Act of Parliament, dealing with destd emergency declared under clause (1)
of this article shall apply only to that part of &ta where the emergency exists.

(9) The circumstances under which a state of emeggmay be declared under this article
include a natural disaster and any situation irnctvlainy action is taken or is immediately
threatened to be taken by any person or body abpsrwhich—

(a) is calculated or likely to deprive the commurat the essentials of life; or

(b) renders necessary the taking of measures vanehequired for securing the public safety,
the defence of Ghana and the maintenance of pottalgr and of supplies and services
essential to the life of the community.

(10) Nothing in, or done under the authority of Aet of Parliament shall be held to be
inconsistent with, or in contravention of, articte®sto 30 of this Constitution to the extent
that the Act in question authorises the takingirdpany period when a state of emergency is
in force, of measures that are reasonably justdi&dr the purposes of dealing with the
situation that exists during that period.

32. PERSONS DETAINED UNDER EMERGENCY LAW.

(1) Where a person is restricted or detained hyeiof a law made pursuant to a declaration
of a state of emergency, the following provisiohalsapply—

(a) he shall as soon as practicable, and in argymatslater than twenty-four hours after the
commencement of the restriction or detention, beished with a statement in writing
specifying in detail the grounds upon which heesstricted or detained and the statement shall
be read or interpreted to the person restrictetbtained;

(b) the spouse, parent, child or other availabld¢ noekin of the person restricted or detained
shall be informed of the detention or restrictioithim twenty-four hours after the
commencement of the detention or restriction angdreitted access to the person at the
earliest practicable opportunity, and in any cagbiwtwenty-four hours after the
commencement of the restriction or detention;

(c) not more than ten days after the commencenfdns eestriction or detention, a
notification shall be published in tiigazette and in the media stating that he has been
restricted or detained and giving particulars @f pinovision of law under which his restriction
or detention is authorised and the grounds ofdsfriction or detention;

(d) not more than ten days after commencementsofdsitriction or detention, and after that,
during his restriction or detention, at intervalshot more than three months, his case shall be
reviewed by a tribunal composed of not less thaeetljustices of the Superior Court of
Judicature appointed by the Chief Justice; exdggitthe same tribunal shall not review more
than once the case of a person restricted or @etain

(e) he shall be afforded every possible facilitgdmsult a lawyer of his choice who shall be
permitted to make representations to the tribuppbanted for the review of the case of the
restricted or detained person;



(f) at the hearing of his case, he shall be peeaitb appear in person or by a lawyer of his
choice.

(2) On a review by a tribunal of the case of arretetd or detained person, the tribunal may
order the release of the person and the paymdminof adequate compensation or uphold
the grounds of his restriction or detention; areldhthority by which the restriction or
detention was ordered shall act accordingly.

(3) In every month in which there is a sitting @rlrament, a Minister of State authorised by
the President, shall make a report to Parliametite@humber of persons restricted or
detained by virtue of such a law as is referreith tlause (10) of article 31 of this
Constitution and the number of cases in which titbaity that ordered the restriction or
detention has acted in accordance with the de@bthe tribunal appointed under this
article.

(4) Notwithstanding clause (3) of this article, Menister referred to in that clause shall
publish every month in th@azette and in the media—

(a) the number and the names and addresses adrib@ng restricted or detained,;
(b) the number of cases reviewed by the tribunal; a

(c) the number of cases in which the authority Whoodered the restriction or detention has
acted in accordance with the decisions of the trbappointed under this article.

(5) For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby delahat at the end of an emergency declared
under clause (1) of article 31 of this Constitutiarperson in restriction or detention or in
custody as a result of the declaration of the esrerg shall be released immediately.

Protection of Rights by the Courts
33. PROTECTION OF RIGHTS BY THE COURTS.

(1) Where a person alleges that a provision of@aastitution on the fundamental human
rights and freedoms has been, or is being or &lito be contravened in relation to him,
then, without prejudice to any other action thdawfully available, that person may apply to
the High Court for redress.

(2) The High Court may, under clause (1) of thitch, issue such directions or orders or
writs including writs or orders in the naturehabeas corpus, certiorari, mandamus,
prohibition, andquo warranto as it may consider appropriate for the purposestdrcing or
securing the enforcement of any of the provisiamshe fundamental human rights and
freedoms to the protection of which the person eamed is entitled.

(3) A person aggrieved by a determination of thghHCourt may appeal to the Court of
Appeal with the right of a further appeal to theo&me Court.

(4) The Rules of Court Committee may make rulesoofrt with respect to the practice and
procedure of the Superior Courts for the purpo$ési® article.



(5) The rights, duties, declarations and guaramgasing to the fundamental human rights
and freedoms specifically mentioned in this Chaphel not be regarded as excluding others
not specifically mentioned which are consideredganherent in a democracy and intended
to secure the freedom and dignity of man.

CHAPTER SIX
THE DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES
OF STATE POLICY

34. IMPLEMENTATION OF DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES.

(1) The Directive Principles of State Policy contd in this Chapter shall guide all citizens,
Parliament, the President, the Judiciary, the CibohState, the Cabinet, political parties and
other bodies and persons in applying or interpgetis Constitution or any other law and in
taking and implementing any policy decisions, fog establishment of a just and free society.

(2) The President shall report to Parliament atleace a year all the steps taken to ensure
the realization of the policy objectives contaimethis Chapter; and, in particular, the
realization of basic human rights, a healthy econdhe right to work, the right to good
health care and the right to education.

35. POLITICAL OBJECTIVES.
(1) Ghana shall be a democratic state dedicatdteteealization of freedom and justice; and
accordingly, sovereignty resides in the people loaiia from whom Government derives all

its powers and authority through this Constitution.

(2) The State shall protect and safeguard the ewdgnce, unity and territorial integrity of
Ghana, and shall seek the well-being of all hezemis.

(3) The State shall promote just and reasonablesaday all citizens to public facilities and
services in accordance with law.

(4) The State shall cultivate among all Ghanaiaspect for fundamental human rights and
freedoms and the dignity of the human person.

(5) The State shall actively promote the integrabbthe peoples of Ghana and prohibit
discrimination and prejudice on the grounds of @latorigin, circumstances of birth, ethnic
origin, gender or religion, creed or other beliefs.

(6) Towards the achievement of the objectives gtetelause (5) of this article, the State
shall take appropriate measures to—

(a) foster a spirit of loyalty to Ghana that ovées sectional, ethnic and other loyalties;

(b) achieve reasonable regional and gender balarreeruitment and appointment to public
offices;

(c) provide adequate facilities for, and encourdige mobility of people, goods and services
throughout Ghana;



(d) make democracy a reality by decentralizingatiministrative and financial machinery of
government to the regions and districts and byrdiifg all possible opportunities to the
people to participate in decision-making at evemel in national life and in government; and

(e) ensure that whenever practicable, the headesast a Government or public institution
offering any service is situated in an area witliry region, taking into account the resources
and potentials of the region and the area.

(7) As far as practicable, a government shall caiand execute projects and programmes
commenced by the previous Governments.

(8) The State shall take steps to eradicate coptgutices and the abuse of power.
(9) The state shall promote among the people oh&lti@e culture of political tolerance.
36. ECONOMIC OBJECTIVES.

(1) The State shall take all necessary action soienthat the national economy is managed in
such a manner as to maximize the rate of econoavieldpment and to secure the maximum
welfare, freedom and happiness of every persorhan@ and to provide adequate means of
livelihood and suitable employment and public dasise to the needy.

(2) The State shall, in particular, take all neaegsteps to establish a sound and healthy
economy whose underlying principles shall include—

(a) the guarantee of a fair and realistic remurrdbr production and productivity in order
to encourage continued production and higher pripdtyc

(b) affording ample opportunity for individual irative and creativity in economic activities
and fostering an enabling environment for a prowedrrole of the private sector in the
economy;

(c) ensuring that individuals and the private sebtar their fair share of social and national
responsibilities including responsibilities to cantite to the overall development of the
country;

(d) undertaking even and balanced development oégibns and every part of each region of
Ghana, and, in particular, improving the conditioféfe in the rural areas, and generally,
redressing any imbalance in development betweerutaéand the urban areas;

(e) the recognition that the most secure demodsathe one that assures the basic necessities
of life for its people as a fundamental duty.

(3) The State shall take appropriate measuresotogte the development of agriculture and
industry.

(4) Foreign investment shall be encouraged withiau@, subject to any law for the time
being in force regulating investment in Ghana.



(5) For the purposes of the foregoing clausesisfdtticle, within two years after assuming
office, the President shall present to Parliamesd-ardinated programme of economic and
social development policies, including agricultusat industrial programmes at all levels and
in all the regions of Ghana.

(6) The State shall afford equality of economic anpynity to all citizens; and, in particular,
the State shall take all necessary steps so astweethe full integration of women into the
mainstream of the economic development of Ghana.

(7) The State shall guarantee the ownership ofgrtg@nd the right of inheritance.

(8) The State shall recognise that ownership aisdgssion of land carry a social obligation to
serve the larger community and, in particular,Ste&te shall recognise that the managers of
public, stool, skin and family lands are fiduciarigharged with the obligation to discharge
their functions for the benefit respectively of fheople of Ghana, of the stool, skin, or family
concerned and are accountable as fiduciaries srréigiard.

(9) The State shall take appropriate measures deedwotect and safeguard the national
environment for posterity; and shall seek co-openatith other states and bodies for
purposes of protecting the wider international sswinent for mankind.

(10) The State shall safeguard the health, safedyaelfare of all persons in employment,
and shall establish the basis for the full deployhwe the creative potential of all Ghanaians.

(11) The State shall encourage the participatiomarkers in the decision-making process at
the work place.

37. SOCIAL OBJECTIVES.

(1) The State shall endeavour to secure and pratsatial order founded on the ideals and
principles of freedom, equality, justice, probitydsaccountability as enshrined in Chapter 5
of this Constitution; and in particular, the Stakall direct its policy towards ensuring that
every citizen has equality of rights, obligatiomslapportunities before the law.

(2) The State shall enact appropriate laws to assur

(a) the enjoyment of rights of effective participatin development processes including
rights of people to form their own association®fi@m state interference and to use them to
promote and protect their interests in relatiodegelopment processes, rights of access to
agencies and officials of the State necessarydardp realise effective participation in
development processes; freedom to form organizatioengage in self-help and income
generating projects; and freedom to raise fundsipport those activities;

(b) the protection and promotion of all other bdsicnan rights and freedoms, including the
rights of the disabled, the aged, children androthinerable groups in development
processes.

(3) In the discharge of the obligations stated@use (2) of this article, the State shall be
guided by international human rights instrumentsctvinecognize and apply particular
categories of basic human rights to developmertgsses.



(4) The State shall maintain a population policgsistent with the aspirations and
development needs and objectives of Ghana.

(5) The State shall ensure that adequate facifitiesports are provided throughout Ghana
and that sports are promoted as a means of fogteational integration, health and self-
discipline as well as international friendship amdierstanding.

(6) The State shall—

(a) ensure that contributory schemes are institatedmaintained that will guarantee
economic security for self-employed and other eitz of Ghana, and

(b) provide social assistance to the aged suchlbenable them to maintain a decent
standard of living.

38. EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES.

(1) The State shall provide educational facilitésll levels and in all the Regions of Ghana,
and shall, to the greatest extent feasible, mabsetifacilities available to all citizens.

(2) The Government shall, within two years afterliBaent first meets after the coming into
force of this Constitution, draw up a programmeifoplementation within the following ten
years, for the provision of free, compulsory andrersal basic education.

(3) The State shall, subject to the availabilityegources, provide—

(a) equal and balanced access to secondary andapix@priate pre-university education,
equal access to university or equivalent educatioth, emphasis on science and technology;

(b) a free adult literacy programme, and a freeational training, rehabilitation and
resettlement of disabled persons; and

(c) life-long education.
39. CULTURAL OBJECTIVES.

(1) Subject to clause (2) of this article, the &tltall take steps to encourage the integration
of appropriate customary values into the fabrioational life through formal and informal
education and the conscious introduction of cultdiensions to relevant aspects of national
planning.

(2) The State shall ensure that appropriate custoarad cultural values are adapted and
developed as an integral part of the growing neédse society as a whole; and in particular
that traditional practices which are injurioushe tealth and well-being of the person are
abolished.

(3) The State shall foster the development of Giaamnlanguages and pride in Ghanaian
culture.

(4) The State shall endeavour to preserve andgirpkaces of historical interest and artifacts.



40. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS.

In its dealings with other nations, the Governnsdrall—

(a) promote and protect the interests of Ghana;

(b) seek the establishment of a just and equitabdenational economic and social order;

(c) promote respect for international law, tredbjigations and the settlement of international
disputes by peaceful means;

(d) adhere to the principles enshrined in or ax<#s® may be, the aims and ideals of—
(i) the Charter of the United Nations;

(ii) the Charter of the Organisation of African ni

(iif) the Commonwealth;

(iv) the Treaty of the Economic Community of Wedtiéan States; and

(v) any other international organisation of whicha@a is a member.

41. DUTIES OF A CITIZEN.

The exercise and enjoyment of rights and freedenmsseparable from the performance of
duties and obligations, and accordingly, it shelklibe duty of every citizen—

(a) to promote the prestige and good name of Ghadaespect the symbols of the nation;
(b) to uphold and defend this Constitution andl#ve
(c) to foster national unity and live in harmonythwothers;

(d) to respect the rights, freedoms and legitinvatterests of others, and generally to refrain
from doing acts detrimental to the welfare of otpersons;

(e) to work conscientiously in his lawfully choseccupation;

(f) to protect and preserve public property andosepand combat misuse and waste of public
funds and property;

(9) to contribute to the well-being of the commuymnithere that citizen lives;
(h) to defend Ghana and render national servicenmeeessary;
(i) to co-operate with lawful agencies in the mairgnce of law and order;

(j) to declare his income honestly to the apprdpraand lawful agencies and to satisfy all tax
obligations; and



(k) to protect and safeguard the environment.

CHAPTER SEVEN
REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE

Right to Vote

42. RIGHT TO VOTE.

Every citizen of Ghana of eighteen years of agabmve and of sound mind has the right to
vote and is entitled to be registered as a votethi® purposes of public elections and
referenda.

Electoral Commission

43. ELECTORAL COMMISSION.

(1) There shall be an Electoral Commission whidhllstonsist of—

(a) a Chairman;

(b) two Deputy Chairmen; and

(c) four other members.

(2) The members of the Commission shall be appoibyethe President under article 70 of
this Constitution.

44. QUALIFICATIONS, TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SERVICEF MEMBERS OF
ELECTORAL COMMISSION.

(1) A person is not qualified to be appointed a rnenof the Electoral Commission unless he
is qualified to be elected as a member of Parliamen

(2) The Chairman of the Electoral Commission shalle the same terms and conditions of
service as a Justice of the Court of Appeal.

(3) The two Deputy Chairmen of the Commission shalle the same terms and conditions of
service as are applicable to a Justice of the Gigrt.

(4) The Chairman and the two Deputy Chairmen ofGbenmission shall not, while they hold
office on the Commission, hold any other publiadcf

(5) The other four members of the Commission db@lpaid such allowances as Parliament
may determine.

(6) If a member is absent or dies, the Commisdnati sontinue its work until the President,
acting on the advice of the Council of State, apisoa qualified person to fill the vacancy.

45. FUNCTIONS OF ELECTORAL COMMISSION.



The Electoral Commission shall have the followingdtions—

(a) to compile the register of voters and revissd guch periods as may be determined by law;
(b) to demarcate the electoral boundaries for bational and local government elections;

(c) to conduct and supervise all public electiond eeferenda;

(d) to educate the people on the electoral proaedsts purpose;

(e) to undertake programmes for the expansioneofelistration of voters; and

(f) to perform such other functions as may be pibed by law.

46. INDEPENDENCE OF THE COMMISSION.

Except as provided in this Constitution or in atlyes law not inconsistent with this
Constitution, in the performance of its functiotie Electoral Commission, shall not be
subject to the direction or control of any persomathority.

47. CONSTITUENCIES.

(1) Ghana shall be divided into as many constitigsnfor the purpose of election of members
of Parliament as the Electoral Commission may pitescand each constituency shall be
represented by one member of Parliament.

(2) No constituency shall fall within more than aegion.

(3) The boundaries of each constituency shall loa that the number of inhabitants in the
constituency is, as nearly as possible, equalagtpulation quota.

(4) For the purposes of clause (3) of this artitie,number of inhabitants of a constituency
may be greater or less than the population quotader to take account of means of
communication, geographical features, density giutetion and area and boundaries of the
regions and other administrative or traditionabare

(5) The Electoral Commission shall review the dosisof Ghana into constituencies at
intervals of not less than seven years, or with@lte months after the publication of the
enumeration figures after the holding of a cendub@population of Ghana, whichever is
earlier, and may, as a result, alter the constaiesn

(6) Where the boundaries of a constituency estaddisinder this article are altered as a result
of a review, the alteration shall come into effegbn the next dissolution of Parliament.

(7) For the purposes of this article, “populatiarotp” means the number obtained by
dividing the number of inhabitants of Ghana bytlenber of constituencies into which
Ghana is divided under this article.

48. APPEALS FROM DECISIONS OF COMMISSION.



(1) A person aggrieved by a decision of the Eledt@ommission in respect of a demarcation
of a boundary, may appeal to a tribunal consistinpree persons appointed by the Chief
Justice and the Electoral Commission shall giveatffo the decision of the tribunal.

(2) A person aggrieved by a decision of the tribueterred to in clause (1) of this article
may appeal to the Court of Appeal whose decisiothermatter shall be final.

49. VOTING AT ELECTIONS AND REFERENDA.
(1) At any public election or referendum, votingblibe by secret ballot.

(2) Immediately after the close of the poll, thegding officer shall, in the presence of such
of the candidates or their representatives and plodling agents as are present, proceed to
count, at that polling station, the ballot papdrthat station and record the votes cast in
favour of each candidate or question.

(3) The presiding officer, the candidates or thepresentatives and, in the case of a
referendum, the parties contesting or their agamtisthe polling agents if any, shall then sign
a declaration stating—

(a) the polling station; and
(b) the number of votes cast in favour of each whatd or question;

and the presiding officer shall, there and themoamnce the results of the voting at that
polling station before communicating them to theim@ng officer.

(4) Subject to the provisions of this Constitutian,issue for determination by referendum
shall not be taken to be determined unless at {baist-five percent of the persons entitled to
vote at the referendum voted and, of the votes aastast seventy percent voted in favour of
the issue.

50. ELECTION OF CANDIDATES.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitutismere at the close of nominations and on the
day before a public election—

(a) two or more candidates have been nominatealéation shall be held and the candidate
who receives the largest number of votes cast bealleclared elected; or

(b) only one candidate is nominated, there shatidelection and that candidate shall be
declared elected.

(2) Where for the purposes of a public election twonore candidates are nominated but at
the close of the nominations and on the day bef@election, only one candidate stands
nominated, a further period of ten days shall beasdd for nomination of other candidates,
and it shall not be lawful for any person nominatgthin that period of ten days to withdraw
his nomination.



(3) Where at the close of nominations under clgRsef this article only one candidate
stands nominated, there shall be no election amiccndidate shall be declared elected.

(4) Where at the close of nominations, but befbesdiection, one of the candidates dies, a
further period of ten days shall be allowed for muations; and where the death occurs at any
time within twenty-five days before the electiome telection in that constituency or unit shall
be postponed for twenty-one days.

51. REGULATIONS FOR ELECTIONS AND REFERENDA.

The Electoral Commission shall, by constitutiometiument, make regulations for the
effective performance of its functions under than€&titution or any other law, and in
particular, for the registration of voters, the doat of public elections and referenda,
including provision for voting by proxy.

52. REGIONAL AND DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES OF COMMBON.

There shall be in every region and district a repn¢ative of the Electoral Commission who
shall perform such functions as shall be assigaddn by the Commission.

53. APPOINTMENT OF STAFF OF COMMISSION.

The appointment of officers and other employeef®fElectoral Commission shall be made
by the Commission acting in consultation with thiol Services Commission.

54, EXPENSES OF COMMISSION CHARGED ON CONSOLIDATHUND.

The administrative expenses of the Electoral Comimisincluding salaries, allowances and
pensions payable to, or in respect of personsragwith the Commission, shall be charged
on the Consolidated Fund.

Political Parties

55. ORGANIZATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES.

(1) The right to form political parties is herehyaganteed.

(2) Every citizen of Ghana of voting age has tightrio join a political party.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this article, dipzal party is free to participate in shaping the
political will of the people, to disseminate infaation on political ideas, social and economic
programmes of a national character, and sponsalidates for elections to any public office

other than to District Assemblies or lower localgoment units.

(4) Every political party shall have a national idwer, and membership shall not be based on
ethnic, religious, regional or other sectional sions.

(5) The internal organization of a political pastyall conform to democratic principles and its
actions and purposes shall not contravene or lmmgistent with this Constitution or any
other law.



(6) An organisation shall not operate as a polifeaty unless it is registered as such under
the law for the time being in force for the purpose

(7) For purposes of registration, a prospectivdipal party shall furnish the Electoral
Commission with a copy of its Constitution and tiaenes and addresses of its national
officers; and shall satisfy the Commission that—

(a) there is ordinarily resident, or registerec a®ter, in each district of Ghana, at least one
founding member of the party;

(b) the party has branches in all the regions adr@hand is, in addition, organised in not less
than two-thirds of the districts in each regionglan

(c) the party’s name, emblem, colour, motto or atier symbol has no ethnic, regional,
religious or other sectional connotation or gives appearance that its activities are confined
only to a part of Ghana.

(8) A political party shall not have as a foundmgmber, a leader or a member of its
executive, a person who is not qualified to betelb@s a member of Parliament or to hold
any other public office.

(9) The members of the national executive commitfese political party shall be chosen from
all the regions of Ghana.

(10) Subject to the provisions of this Constitutiemery citizen of voting age has the right to
participate in political activity intended to inBace the composition and policies of the
Government.

(11) The State shall provide fair opportunity tbpalitical parties to present their
programmes to the public by ensuring equal acce®etstate-owned media.

(12) All presidential candidates shall be givenghene amount of time and space on the
state-owned media to present their programmesetpebple.

(13) Every candidate for election to Parliament thasright to conduct his campaign freely
and in accordance with law.

(14) Political parties shall be required by law—

(a) to declare to the public their revenues andtasand the sources of those revenues and
assets; and

(b) to publish to the public annually their auditettounts.

(15) Only a citizen of Ghana may make a contributo donation to a political party
registered in Ghana.

(16) A member of an organisation or interest grsiigll not be required to join a particular
political party by virtue of his membership of thyanisation or group.



(17) Subject to the provisions of this Chapter/iBarent shall by law regulate the
establishment and functioning of political parties.

56. RESTRICTION OF CERTAIN PROPAGANDA.

Parliament shall have no power to enact a law tabéish or authorise the establishment of a
body or movement with the right or power to imposethe people of Ghana a common
programme or a set of objectives of a religioupaditical

CHAPTER EIGHT
THE EXECUTIVE

The President
57. THE PRESIDENT OF GHANA.

(1) There shall be a President of the Republic lediia who shall be the Head of State and
Head of Government and Commander-in-Chief of thm&d Forces of Ghana.

(2) The President shall take precedence overladirgiersons in Ghana; and in descending
order, the Vice-President, the Speaker of Parlidraed the Chief Justice, shall take
precedence over all other persons in Ghana.

(3) Before assuming office the President shall &hke subscribe before Parliament the oath
of allegiance and the presidential oath set othénSecond Schedule to this Constitution.

(4) Without prejudice to the provisions of arti@ef this Constitution, and subject to the
operation of the prerogative writs, the Presidéallsot, while in office, be liable to
proceedings in any court for the performance ofilmtions, or for any act done or omitted
to be done, or purported to be done, or purpoddthtze been done or purporting to be done
in the performance of his functions, under this €iation or any other law.

(5) The President shall not, while in office asdttent, be personally liable to any civil or
criminal proceedings in court.

(6) Civil or criminal proceedings may be institut@ghinst a person within three years after
his ceasing to be President, in respect of anyttiorge or omitted to be done by him in his
personal capacity before or during his term ofceffnotwithstanding any period of limitation
except where the proceedings had been legallydaefore he assumed the office of
President.

58. EXECUTIVE AUTHORITY OF GHANA.

(1) The executive authority of Ghana shall veghmPresident and shall be exercised in
accordance with the provisions of this Constitution

(2) The executive authority of Ghana shall extenthe execution and maintenance of this
Constitution and all laws made under or continurefbice by this Constitution.



(3) Subiject to the provisions of this Constitutitme functions conferred on the President by
clause (1) of this article may be exercised by &ither directly or through officers
subordinate to him.

(4) Except as otherwise provided in this Constitutdr by a law not inconsistent with this
Constitution, all executive acts of Government shalexpressed to be taken in the name of
the President.

(5) A constitutional or statutory instrument or astiier instrument made, issued or executed
in the name of the President shall be authentidayetie signature of a Minister and the
validity of any such instrument so authenticateallgiot be called in question on the ground
that it is not made, issued or executed by theidk¥as

59. ABSENCE FROM GHANA.

The President shall not leave Ghana without pradifination in writing, signed by him and
addressed to the Speaker of Parliament.

60. THE VICE-PRESIDENT AND SUCCESSION TO THE PRE&INCY.

(1) There shall be a Vice-President of Ghana wladl plerform such functions as may be
assigned to him by this Constitution or by the Rierst.

(2) A candidate for the office of Vice-Presidenaklbe designated by the candidate for the
office of President before the election of the Rladt.

(3) The provisions of article 62 of this Constitutiapply to a candidate for election as Vice-
President.

(4) A candidate shall be deemed to be duly eleasedice-President if the candidate who
designated him as candidate for election to theefif Vice-President has been duly elected
as President in accordance with the provisionstafl@ 63 of this Constitution.

(5) The Vice-President shall, before commencingeidorm the functions of Vice-President,
take and subscribe the oath of allegiance and ibe-Rresidential oath set out in the Second
Schedule to this Constitution.

(6) Whenever the President dies, resigns or is vechérom office, the Vice-President shall
assume office as President for the unexpired tdroffice of the President with effect from
the date of the death, resignation or removal @Rtesident.

(7) Where the unexpired term served by the VicesiBent under clause (6) of this article
exceeds half the term of a President, the Viceiffeasis subsequently only eligible to serve
one full term as President.

(8) Whenever the President is absent from Ghamafor any other reason unable to perform
the functions of his office, the Vice-Presidentlsparform the functions of the President
until the President returns or is able to perforsiflanctions.



(9) The Vice-President shall, before commencingeidorm the functions of the President
under clause (6) of this article, take and subsdtie oath set out in the Second Schedule to
this Constitution in relation to the office of PiaEnt.

(10) The Vice-President shall, upon assuming offie®resident under clause (6) of this
article, nominate a person to the office of Vicedtdent subject to approval by Parliament.

(11) Where the President and the Vice-Presidenbaite unable to perform the functions of

the President, the Speaker of Parliament shalbparthose functions until the President or

the Vice-President is able to perform those fumdior a new President assumes office, as the
case may be.

(12) The Speaker shall, before commencing to pertbe functions of the President under
clause (11) of this article, take and subscribeotith set out in relation to the office of
President.

(13) Where the Speaker of Parliament assumes tice of President as a result of the death,
resignation or removal from office of the Presidend the Vice-President, there shall be a
presidential election within three months afterdssumption of office.

(14) The provisions of article 69 of this Consibuatshall apply to the removal from office of
the Vice-President.

61. PUBLIC AND PRESIDENTIAL SEALS.

There shall be a public seal and a presidentidl geause and custody of which shall, subject
to the provisions of this Constitution, be regutiblg law.

62. QUALIFICATIONS OF PRESIDENT.

A person shall not be qualified for election as®mesident of Ghana unless—

(a) he is a citizen of Ghana by birth;

(b) he has attained the age of forty years; and

(c) he is a person who is otherwise qualified teleeted a Member of Parliament, except
that the disqualifications set out in paragraphs((), and (e) of clause (2) of article 94 of
this Constitution shall not be removed, in resgé@ny such person, by a presidential pardon
or by the lapse of time as provided for in clauseof that article.

63. ELECTION OF PRESIDENT.

(1) A person shall not be a candidate in a presialeglection unless he is nominated for
election as President by a document which—

(a) is signed by him; and

(b) is signed by not less than two persons whoegistered voters resident in the area of
authority of each district assembly;



(c) is delivered to the Electoral Commission omefore the day appointed as nomination day
in relation to the election;

(d) designates a person to serve as Vice-President.

(2) The election of the President shall be on ¢nm$ of universal adult suffrage and shall,
subject to the provisions of this Constitution,de@ducted in accordance with such
regulations as may be prescribed by constitutiorsitument by the Electoral Commission
and shall be held so as to begin—

(a) where a President is in office, not earlientf@ur months nor later than one month before
his term of office expires; and

(b) in any other case, within three months afterdffice of President becomes vacant;

and shall be held at such place and shall begsuoh date as the Electoral Commission
shall, by constitutional instrument, specify.

(3) A person shall not be elected as Presidenthain@ unless at the presidential election the
number of votes cast in his favour is more thawy fier cent of the total number of valid votes
cast at the election.

(4) Where at a presidential election there are rttaae two candidates and no candidate
obtains the number or percentage of votes spedifiethuse (3) of this article a second
election shall be held within twenty-one days affter previous election.

(5) The candidates for a presidential election luglder clause (4) of this article shall be the
two candidates who obtained the two highest numtiievetes at the previous election.

(6) Where at a presidential election three or noaredidates obtain the two highest numbers
of votes referred to in clause (5) of this articteen unless there are withdrawals such that
only two candidates remain, another election dteleld within twenty-one days after the
previous election at which the candidates who oleththe two highest numbers of votes

shall, subject to any withdrawals, be the only cdaigs and the same process shall, subject to
any withdrawal, be continued until a Presideniested.

(7) A presidential candidate under clause (5) pofahis article may, by writing under his
hand, withdraw his candidature at any time befbeeetiection.

(8) If after a second presidential election heldenclause (4) of this article the two
candidates obtained an equal number of votes, tlwjthstanding any withdrawal, another
election shall be held within twenty-one days after election at which the two candidates
shall be the only candidates and the same proba#is subject to any withdrawal, be
continued until a President is elected.

(9) An instrument which—

(a) is executed under the hand of the Chairmahe&tectoral Commission and under the
seal of the Commission; and



(b) states that the person named in the instrumastdeclared elected as the President of
Ghana at the election of the President,

shall beprima facie evidence that the person named was so elected.

64. CHALLENGING ELECTION OF PRESIDENT.

(1) The validity of the election of the Presiderdytbe challenged only by a citizen of Ghana
who may present a petition for the purpose to tgg&mne Court within twenty-one days after

the declaration of the result of the election ispect of which the petition is presented.

(2) A declaration by the Supreme Court that theteda of the President is not valid shall be
without prejudice to anything done by the Presidmiore the declaration.

(3) The Rules of Court Committee shall, by conibual instrument, make rules of court for
the practice and procedure for petitions to ther@up Court challenging the election of a
President.

65. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION REGULATIONS.

The Electoral Commission shall, by constitutiomstiument, make regulations for the
purpose of giving effect to article 63 of this Coigion.

66. TERM OF OFFICE OF PRESIDENT.

(1) A person elected as President shall, subjeciaigse (3) of this article, hold office for a
term of four years beginning from the date on whiehs sworn in as President.

(2) A person shall not be elected to hold officd’assident of Ghana for more than two terms.
(3) The office of President shall become vacant—
(a) on the expiration of the period specified iaude (1) of this article; or

(b) if the incumbent dies or resigns from officecerases to hold office under article 69 of this
Constitution.

(4) The President may, by writing signed by hing addressed to the Speaker of Parliament,
resign from his office as President.

67. PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES.

The President shall, at the beginning of each eesdiParliament and before a dissolution of
Parliament, deliver to Parliament a message osttte of the nation.

68. CONDITIONS OF OFFICE OF PRESIDENT.

(1) The President shall not, while he continuesfiite as President—



(a) hold any other office of profit or emolumentether private or public and whether
directly or indirectly; or

(b) hold the office of chancellor or head of anyvensity in Ghana.

(2) The President shall not, on leaving office essilent, hold any office of profit or
emolument, except with the permission of Parliamenany establishment, either directly or
indirectly, other than that of the State.

(3) The President shall receive such salary, allm&a and facilities as may be prescribed by
Parliament on the recommendations of the commigfzred to in article 71 of this
Constitution.

(4) On leaving office, the President shall recevgratuity in addition to pension, equivalent
to his salary and other allowances and facilitiesgribed by Parliament in accordance with
clause (3) of this article.

(5) The salary, allowances, facilities, pensions gratuity referred to in clauses (3) and (4)
shall be exempt from tax.

(6) Where the President is removed from office unpdeagraph (c) of clause (1) of article 69
of this Constitution or resigns, he shall be eatitto such pension and other retiring awards
and facilities as Parliament may prescribe on g#eemmendation of the Committee referred
to in article 71 of this Constitution.

(7) The salary and allowances payable to the Reasahd any pension or gratuity payable to
him on leaving office shall be charged on the Cbdated Fund.

(8) The salary, allowances, facilities and privde@f the President shall not be varied to his
disadvantage while he holds office.

(9) The pension payable to the President and ttiktizs available to him shall not be varied
to his disadvantage during his lifetime.

69. REMOVAL OF PRESIDENT.

(1) The President shall be removed from officeafiqifound, in accordance with the
provisions of this article—

(a) to have acted in wilful violation of the oathatlegiance and the presidential oath set out
in the Second Schedule to, or in wilful violatiohamy other provision of, this Constitution;
or

(b) to have conducted himself in a manner—

(i) which brings or is likely to bring the high afé of President into disrepute, ridicule or
contempt; or

(ii) prejudicial or inimical to the economy or teecurity of the State; or



(c) to be incapable of performing the functionsisf office by reason of infirmity of body or
mind.

(2) For the purposes of the removal from officelaf President, a notice in writing—
(a) signed by not less than one-third of all thenbers of Parliament, and

(b) stating that the conduct or the physical or talecapacity of the President be investigated
on any of the grounds specified in clause (1) &f #nticle,

shall be given to the Speaker who shall immediatétyrm the Chief Justice and deliver the
notice to him copied to the President.

(3) The notice referred to in clause (2) of thiscée shall be accompanied by a statement in
writing setting out in detail the facts, supportgdthe necessary documents, on which it is
claimed that the conduct or the physical or mecdphcity of the President be investigated for
the purposes of his removal from office.

(4) Subject to clause (5) of this article, the Cligstice shall, by constitutional instrument,
immediately convene a tribunal consisting of thee€Cbustice as Chairman and the four most
senior Justices of the Supreme Court and the tailshall inquirejn camera, whether there

is aprima facie case for the removal of the President.

(5) Where a notice under clause (2) of this arildelivered to the Chief Justice in respect of
the removal from office of the President on theuguas of physical or mental incapacity, the
Chief Justice shall, in consultation with the pesienal head of the Ghana Health Services,
cause a medical board to be convened which shadigtoof not less than four eminent
medical specialists and the President shall benméd accordingly.

(6) The President shall be invited to submit hifhi®lexamination by the medical board
within fourteen days after the appointment of tbard.

(7) The President shall be entitled during the pealings of the tribunal or of the medical
board to be heard in his defence by himself or laynger or other expert or person as the
case may be, of his own choice.

(8) The Rules of Court Committee shall, by consital instrument, make rules for the
practice and procedure of the tribunal or of theliced board for the removal of the President.

(9) Where the tribunal or medical board specifiedlauses (4) and (5) of this article
determines that there igpaima facie case for the removal of the President or that the
President is by reason of physical or mental inciypanable to perform the functions of his
office, the findings shall immediately be submittedhe Speaker of Parliament through the
Chief Justice and copied to the President.

(10) Parliament shall, within fourteen days aftex tlate of the findings of the tribunal or
medical board, move a resolution whether or nofPiesident shall be removed from office.



(11) The resolution for the removal from officetbé President shall be by a secret ballot and
shall be taken to be approved by Parliament if stied by the votes of not less than two-
thirds of all the members of Parliament after pdebate.

(12) The proceedings of Parliament for the remo¥ahe President shall not be hehd
camera except where Parliament otherwise orders in ttexest of national security.

(13) The President shall cease to hold office asiBent on the date Parliament decides that
he be removed from office.

70. APPOINTMENTS BY PRESIDENT.

(1) The President shall, acting in consultatiorhvtiite Council of State, appoint—
(a) the Commissioner for Human Rights and Admiaiste Justice and his Deputies;
(b) the Auditor-General;

(c) the District Assemblies Common Fund Adminigirat

(d) the Chairmen and other members of—

(i) the Public Services Commission;

(ii) the Lands Commission;

(iif) the governing bodies of public corporations;

(iv) a National Council for Higher Education howseedescribed; and

(e) the holders of such other offices as may bsqgpiteed by this Constitution or by any other
law not inconsistent with this Constitution.

(2) The President shall, acting on the advice ef@ouncil of State, appoint the Chairman,
Deputy Chairmen, and other members of the Electooahmission.

71. DETERMINATION OF CERTAIN EMOLUMENTS.

(1) The salaries and allowances payable, and thlits and privileges available, to—
(a) the Speaker and Deputy Speakers and membBeglament;

(b) the Chief Justice and the other Justices oStiy@erior Court of Judicature;

(c) the Auditor-General, the Chairman and Deputgi@hen of the Electoral Commission,
the Commissioner for Human Rights and Administetiustice and his Deputies and the

District Assemblies Common Fund Administrator;

(d) the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and the other membk—



(i) a National Council for Higher Education howseedescribed;

(i1) the Public Services Commission;

(iif) the National Media Commission;

(iv) the Lands Commission; and

(v) the National Commission for Civic Education;

being expenditure charged on the Consolidated Faivall be determined by the President on
the recommendations of a committee of not more tivaerpersons appointed by the
President, acting in accordance with the advidgb@fCouncil of State.

(2) The salaries and allowances payable, and thigits available, to the President, the
Vice-President, the chairman and the other memddaise Council of State; Ministers of
State and Deputy Ministers, being expenditure athan the Consolidated Fund, shall be
determined by Parliament on the recommendatiotiseofommittee referred to in clause (1)

of this article.

(3) For the purposes of this article, and excepithsrwise provided in this Constitution,
“salaries” includes allowances, facilities and peges and retiring benefits or awards.

72. PREROGATIVE OF MERCY.
(1) The President may, acting in consultation \iliga Council of State—

(a) grant to a person convicted of an offence dgaeither free or subject to lawful
conditions; or

(b) grant to a person a respite, either indefiaitéor a specified period, from the execution of
punishment imposed on him for an offence; or

(c) substitute a less severe form of punishmena founishment imposed on a person for an
offence; or

(d) remit the whole or part of a punishment imposed person or of a penalty or forfeiture
otherwise due to Government on account of any offen

(2) Where a person is sentenced to death for @amodf a written report of the case from the
trial judge or judges, together with such otheoinfation derived from the record of the case
or elsewhere as may be necessary, shall be subdnottae President.

(3) For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby dexdahat a reference in this article to a

conviction or the imposition of a punishment, pénaentence or forfeiture includes a
conviction or the imposition of a punishment, pénaentence or forfeiture by a court-
martial or other military tribunal.

International Relations



73. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS.

The Government of Ghana shall conduct its inteomati affairs in consonance with the
accepted principles of public international law aiyglomacy in a manner consistent with the
national interest of Ghana.

74. DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION.

(1) The President shall, acting in consultatiorhvtiite Council of State, appoint persons to
represent Ghana abroad.

(2) The President may receive envoys accreditéshtana.
75. EXECUTION OF TREATIES.

(1) The President may execute or cause to be eegttnataties, agreements or conventions in
the name of Ghana.

(2) A treaty, agreement or convention executedrbynder the authority of the President shall
be subject to ratification by—

(a) Act of Parliament; or

(b) a resolution of Parliament supported by theesaf more than one-half of all the members
of Parliament.

The Cabinet
76. THE CABINET.

(1) There shall be a Cabinet which shall consishefPresident, the Vice-President and not
less than ten and not more than nineteen MinisteBtate.

(2) The Cabinet shall assist the President in #terchination of general policy of the
Government.

(3) There shall be a Secretary to the Cabinet ladl be appointed by the President.
77. MEETINGS OF THE CABINET.

(1) The Cabinet shall be summoned by the Presidbatshall preside at all its meetings; and
in the absence of the President, the Vice-Presglat preside.

(2) The Cabinet shall regulate the procedure ahéstings.
78. MINISTERS OF STATE.

(1) Ministers of State shall be appointed by theskRient with the prior approval of
Parliament from among members of Parliament orgmergjualified to be elected as members



of Parliament, except that the majority of Ministelf State shall be appointed from among
members of Parliament.

(2) The President shall appoint such number of 84@ms of State as may be necessary for the
efficient running of the State.

(3) A Minister of State shall not hold any otheficé of profit or emolument whether private
or public and whether directly or indirectly unlegberwise permitted by the Speaker acting
on the recommendations of a committee of Parliarerihe ground—

(a) that holding that office will not prejudice thwrk of a Minister; and

(b) that no conflict of interest arises or woultsaras a result of the Minister holding that
office.

79. DEPUTY MINISTERS.
(1) The President may, in consultation with a Migif State, and with the prior approval of
Parliament, appoint one or more Deputy Ministeradsist the Minister in the performance of

his functions.

(2) A person shall not be appointed a Deputy Merisinless he is a Member of Parliament or
is qualified to be elected as a member of Parliamen

(3) Clause (3) of article 78 applies to a Deputyiglier as it applies to a Minister of State.
80. OATHS.

A Minister of State or Deputy Minister shall nottenupon the duties of his office unless he
has taken and subscribed the oath of allegianeeydth of Minister of State and the Cabinet
oath, as the case may be, set out in the Secoradi@etto this Constitution.

81. TENURE OF OFFICE OF MINISTERS, ETC.

The office of a Minister of State or a Deputy Mieisshall become vacant if—

(a) his appointment is revoked by the President; or

(b) he is elected as Speaker or Deputy Speaker; or

(c) he resigns from office; or

(d) he dies.

82. VOTE OF CENSURE.

(1) Parliament may, by a resolution supported lewtbtes of not less than two-thirds of all
the members of Parliament, pass a vote of censugeMinister of State.



(2) A motion for the resolution referred to in cd&@u(1) of this article shall not be moved in
Parliament unless—

(a) seven days’ notice has been given of the mpénd

(b) the notice for the motion has been signed liyess than one-third of all the members of
Parliament;

(3) The motion shall be debated in Parliament witburteen days after the receipt by the
Speaker of the notice for the motion.

(4) A Minister of State in respect of whom a vofeensure is debated under clause (3) of
this article is entitled, during the debate, tcheard in his defence.

(5) Where a vote of censure is passed against stdirunder this article the President may,
unless the Minister resigns his office, revokedppointment as a Minister.

(6) For the avoidance of doubt this article appieea Deputy Minister as it applies to a
Minister of State.

The National Security Council

83. THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL.

(1) There shall be a National Security Council varstall consist of—
(a) the President;

(b) the Vice-President;

(c) the Ministers for the time being holding thetfaios of foreign affairs, defence, interior,
and finance and such other Ministers as the Prafsiday determine;

(d) the Chief of Defence Staff and two other memlwdithe Armed Forces;

(e) the Inspector-General of Police and two othemivers of the Police Service, one of
whom shall be the Commissioner of Police respoadin Criminal Investigations
Department;

(f) the Director-General of the Prisons Service;

(9) the Director of External Intelligence;

(h) the Director of Internal Intelligence;

(i) the Director of Military Intelligence;

() the Commissioner of Customs, Excise and Prever8ervice; and

(k) three persons appointed by the President.



(2) The President shall preside at meetings oNtwgonal Security Council and in his
absence the Vice-President shall preside.

(3) The President may, acting in consultation \iliga National Security Council, invite such
persons as he considers necessary for any deltesatf the Council.

(4) A person invited to participate in the delideras of the Council under clause (3) of this
article shall not vote on any matter for decisiefiobe the Council.

(5) The National Security Council shall regulate grocedure at its meetings.

(6) The Secretary to the Cabinet shall be the $gréo the National Security Council.
84. FUNCTIONS OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL.

The functions of the National Security Council unbé—

(a) considering and taking appropriate measursafeguard the internal and external security
of Ghana;

(b) ensuring the collection of information relatitagthe security of Ghana and the integration
of the domestic, foreign and security policiestiatato it so as to enable the security services
and other departments and agencies of the Govetrimeao-operate more effectively in
matters relating to national security;

(c) assessing and appraising the objectives, cameniis and risks of Ghana in relation to the
actual and potential military power in the intereshational security; and

(d) taking appropriate measures regarding the deration of policies on matters of common
interest to the departments and agencies of the@ment concerned with national security.

85. ESTABLISHMENT OF SECURITY SERVICES.

No agency, establishment or other organization eored with national security shall be
established except as provided for under this @atish.

National Development Planning Commission

86. NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING COMMISSION.
(1) There shall be a National Development Plan@ogimission.
(2) The Commission shall consist of—

(i) a Chairman who shall be appointed by the Pesgith consultation with the Council of
State;

(ii) the Minister responsible for finance and swther Ministers of State as the President may
appoint;



(iif) the Government Statistician;
(iv) the Governor of the Bank of Ghana;

(v) one representative from each region of Gham@iaped by the Regional Co-ordinating
Council of the region;

(vi) such other persons as may be appointed biPtbsident having regard to their knowledge
and experience of the relevant areas and rolesipirg to development, economic, social,
environmental and spatial planning.

(3) The National Development Planning Commissiaalldbe responsible to the President.

87. FUNCTIONS OF NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING COMNESION.

(1) The Commission shall advise the President seldpment planning policy and strategy.

(2) The Commission shall, at the request of thaiBemt or Parliament, or on its own
initiative—

(a) study and make strategic analyses of macroessimnand structural reform options;

(b) make proposals for the development of multiryeding plans taking into consideration
the resource potential and comparative advantageedifferent districts of Ghana;

(c) make proposals for the protection of the natama physical environment;

(d) make proposals for ensuring the even developwofahe districts of Ghana by the
effective utilisation of available resources; and

(e) monitor, evaluate and co-ordinate developmehtips, programmes and projects.

(3) The Commission shall also perform such othactions relating to development planning
as the President may direct.

The Attorney-General
88. THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL.

(1) There shall be an Attorney-General of Ghana sfradl be a Minister of State and the
principal legal adviser to the Government.

(2) The Attorney-General shall discharge such otluwties of a legal nature as may be
referred or assigned to him by the President, gosed on him by this Constitution or any
other law.

(3) The Attorney-General shall be responsible lierinitiation and conduct of all
prosecutions of criminal offences.



(4) All offences prosecuted in the name of the Répwf Ghana shall be at the suit of the
Attorney-General or any other person authorisetibyyin accordance with any law.

(5) The Attorney-General shall be responsible lerihstitution and conduct of all civil cases
on behalf of the State; and all civil proceedingaiast the State shall be instituted against the
Attorney-General as defendant.

(6) The Attorney-General shall have audience ircalirts in Ghana.

CHAPTER NINE
THE COUNCIL OF STATE

89. THE COUNCIL OF STATE.

(1) There shall be a Council of State to counselRresident in the performance of his
functions.

(2) The Council of State shall consist of—
(a) the following persons appointed by the Pregidenonsultation with Parliament—
(i) one person who has previously held the offit€bief Justice;

(i) one person who has previously held the ofb€€hief of Defence Staff of the Armed
Forces of Ghana;

(iif) one person who has previously held the offdéénspector-General of Police;

(b) the President of the National House of Chiefs;

(c) one representative from each region of Ghaeetad, in accordance with regulations
made by the Electoral Commission under article f&hie Constitution, by an electoral
college comprising two representatives from eadhefdistricts in the region nominated by
the District Assemblies in the region; and

(d) eleven other members appointed by the President

(3) The Council of State shall elect a chairmamfrmamong its members.

(4) A member of the Council of State shall, atfire meeting of the Council which he
attends, take and subscribe the oath of secrecthanmhth of a member of the Council of

State set out in the Second Schedule to this Gotisti.

(5) A member of the Council of State shall holdadfuntil the end of the term of office of
the President unless—

(a) that member resigns by writing signed by hird addressed to the President; or

(b) becomes permanently incapacitated; or



(c) is removed from office or dies.

(6) The appointment of a member of the Counciltat&may be terminated by the President
on grounds of stated misbehaviour or of inabilityerform his functions arising from
infirmity of body or mind, and with the prior apma of Parliament.

(7) The Chairman and members of the Council ofeésthall be entitled to such allowances
and privileges as may be determined in accordatbearticle 71 of this Constitution.

(8) The allowances and privileges of the Chairnrash @her members of the Council of State
shall be charged on the Consolidated Fund and sbabe varied to their disadvantage while
they hold office.

90. CONSIDERATION OF BILLS BY THE COUNCIL OF STATE.

(2) A bill which has been published in tGazette or passed by Parliament shall be
considered by the Council of State if the Presidentequests.

(2) A request from the President for consideratiba bill may be accompanied by a
statement setting forth the amendments or chaifgasy, which the President proposes for
consideration by the Council of State.

(3) Consideration of a bill under clause (1) oftarticle shall be completed within thirty days
after the third reading in Parliament of that bicept that where the bill was passed under a
certificate of urgency, the Council of State slsalhsider it and report to the President within
seventy-two hours.

(4) Where the Council of State decides not to psepm amendment to a bill the Chairman
shall, within seven days after the decision of@eincil, transmit the bill with a certificate to
that effect addressed to the President.

(5) Where the Council of State decides to proposeraiments to a bill, the bill, with a
memorandum setting forth the amendments proposéhedill, shall be transmitted by the
chairman to the President within fifteen days attterconclusion of the consideration by the
Council of State.

91. OTHER FUNCTIONS OF THE COUNCIL.

(1) The Council of State shall consider and adthgePresident or any other authority in
respect of any appointment which is required by @onstitution or any other law to be made
in accordance with the advice of, or in consultatioth, the Council of State.

(2) The advice referred to in clause (1) of thische shall be given not later than thirty days
after the receipt of the request from the Presidenther authority.

(3) The Council of State may, upon request or iWn initiative, consider and make
recommendations on any matter being considereeéalt @ith by the President, a Minister of
State, Parliament or any other authority estabtidghethis Constitution except that the
President, Minister of State, Parliament or othgharity shall not be required to act in
accordance with any recommendation made by the @laafiState under this clause.



(4) The Council of State shall perform such otherctions as may be assigned to it by this
Constitution or any other law not inconsistent vitits Constitution.

92. MEETINGS OF COUNCIL OF STATE.

(1) The Council of State shall meet for the dispaitbusiness at least four times in a year at
such time and place as the Chairman may determine.

(2) The Council of State shall also meet if reqeety—
(a) the President; or

(b) Parliament; or

(c) not less than five members of the Council.

(3) The Council of State shall hold its meetingsamera but may admit the public to any
meetings whenever it considers it appropriate.

(4) The Chairman of the Council of State shall plest every meeting of the Council, and in
his absence, a member of the Council elected byndgrabers of the Council shall preside.

(5) A question for decision by the Council of Stakall not be proposed for determination
unless there are present in the Council more tharhalf of all the members of the Council.

(6) Except as otherwise provided in this Constitutithe question proposed shall be
determined by the majority of the members presedtvating.

(7) The Council of State may, at any time, appaim committees it considers appropriate
and assign to them any matter or investigation lwthe Council may determine.

(8) The Council of State may, with the approvathe President, commission experts and
consultants to advise it or to assist it in dealiidp any specific issue on such terms and
conditions as it may determine.

(9) A member of the Council of State who is a paotyor is a partner in, a firm which is a
party to a contract with the Government shall,ng proceedings in the Council of State
relating to that contract, declare his interegherinterest of that firm and shall not vote on
any question relating to that contract.

(10) The proceedings of the Council of State shatllbe invalidated by—

(a) a vacancy in its membership, including a vagarat filled when the Council first meets;
and

(b) the presence or participation of a person notled to be present or to participate in the
proceedings of the Council.

(11) Subject to the provisions of this Constitutithe Council of State may regulate its own
procedure.



CHAPTER TEN
THE LEGISLATURE

Composition of Parliament
93. THE PARLIAMENT OF GHANA.

(1) There shall be a Parliament of Ghana whichl sloalsist of not less than one hundred and
forty elected members.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Constitutitme legislative power of Ghana shall be
vested in Parliament and shall be exercised inrdecce with this Constitution.

94. QUALIFICATIONS AND ELIGIBILITY.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this article, agoa shall not be qualified to be a member of
Parliament unless—

(a) he is a citizen of Ghana, has attained theoAggenty-one years and is a registered voter;
(b) he is resident in the constituency for whichstends as a candidate for election to
Parliament or has resided there for a total pesfaabt less than five years out of the ten years
immediately preceding the election for which hand& or he hails from that constituency;

and

(c) he has paid all his taxes or made arrangensatitfactory to the appropriate authority for
the payment of his taxes.

(2) A person shall not be qualified to be a mendid?arliament if he—

(a) owes allegiance to a country other than Ghana;

(b) has been adjudged or otherwise declared—

(i) bankrupt under any law in force in Ghana ansl i@t been discharged; or

(i1) to be of unsound mind or is detained as a crahlunatic under any law in force in
Ghana; or

(c) has been convicted—

(i) for high crime under this Constitution or higleason or treason or for an offence
involving the security of the State, fraud, dish&tyeor moral turpitude; or

(ii) for any other offence punishable by death pialsentence of not less than ten years; or

(i) for an offence relating to, or connected wélection under a law in force in Ghana at any
time; or



(d) has been found by the report of a commissice @mmittee of inquiry to be incompetent
to hold public office or is a person in respectwiom a commission or committee of inquiry
has found that while being a public officer he acephassets unlawfully or defrauded the
State or mis-used or abused his office, or wilfaltged in a manner prejudicial to the interest
of the State, and the findings have not been s&¢ as appeal or judicial review; or

(e) is under sentence of death or other sentenicepsisonment imposed on him by any
court; or

(f) is not qualified to be registered as a votedemany law relating to public elections; or

(9) is otherwise disqualified by a law in forcetla¢ time of the coming into force of this
Constitution, not being inconsistent with a proemspf this Constitution.

(3) A person shall not be eligible to be a membd?arliament if he—

(a) is prohibited from standing election by a lamfarce in Ghana by reason of his holding or
acting in an office the functions of which involaeesponsibility for or are connected with
the conduct of, an election or responsibility ttwe compilation or revision of an electoral
register; or

(b) is a member of the Police Service, the Pristeryice, the Armed Forces, the Judicial
Service, the Legal Service, the Civil Service, Muglit Service, the Parliamentary Service, the
Statistical Service, the Fire Service, the Custdisjse and Preventive Service, the
Immigration Service, or the Internal Revenue Senvar

(c) is a chief.

(4) For the purposes of paragraph (d) of clausef(B)is article, in the case of any finding
made by a commission or committee of inquiry whghot a judicial or quasi-judicial
commission or committee of inquiry, without prejcglito any appeal against or judicial
review of that finding, the finding shall not hathee effect of disqualifying a person under
that paragraph unless it has been confirmed byve@ment white paper.

(5) A person shall not be taken to be disqualiftle a member of Parliament under
paragraph (c) or (d) of clause (2) of this artitle

(a) ten years or more have passed since the ehé seéntence or the date of the publication
of the report of the commission or committee ofuing or

(b) he has been pardoned.

95. THE SPEAKER.

(1) There shall be a Speaker of Parliament whd beatlected by the members of Parliament
from among persons who are members of Parliamenhorare qualified to be elected as

members of Parliament.

(2) The Speaker shall vacate his office—



(a) if he becomes a Minister of State or a Depuiyister; or

(b) if he resigns from office by writing signed byn and addressed to the Clerk to
Parliament; or

(c) if any circumstances arise that, if he wereSweaker, would disqualify him for election
as a member of Parliament; or

(d) if he is removed from office by a resolutionRdrliament supported by the votes of not
less than three-quarters of all the members ofdPaeint.

(3) No business shall be transacted in Parliamiar dhan an election to the office of
Speaker, at any time when the office of Speakeadsint.

(4) A person elected to the office of Speaker shalfore entering upon the duties of his
office, take and subscribe before Parliament thle ohallegiance and the Speaker’s oath set
out in the Second Schedule to this Constitution.

(5) The Speaker shall receive such salary and aliees, and on retirement, such retiring
awards as may be determined in accordance wittleitl of this Constitution.

(6) The salary and allowances payable to the Speaidceany retiring awards payable to him
on retirement shall be charged on the Consolidateul.

(7) The salary and other allowances payable t&ffeaker shall not be varied to his
disadvantage during his tenure of office.

96. DEPUTY SPEAKERS.
(1) There shall be two Deputy Speakers of Parlidmen

(a) who shall be elected by the members of Parldiimem among the members of
Parliament; and

(b) both of whom shall not be members of the saotiéiqal party.

(2) The members of Parliament shall elect a petsahne office of Deputy Speaker when
Parliament first meets after a dissolution of Rankent and if the office becomes vacant
otherwise than by reason of a dissolution of Paudiat, at the first sitting of Parliament after
the office becomes vacant.

(3) The provisions of clause (2) of article 95tuktConstitution shall apply in the case of a
Deputy Speaker.

97. TENURE OF OFFICE OF MEMBERS.
(1) A member of Parliament shall vacate his se&arliament—

(a) upon a dissolution of Parliament; or



(b) if he is elected as Speaker of Parliament; or

(c) if he is absent, without the permission in imgtof the Speaker and he is unable to offer a
reasonable explanation to the Parliamentary Coreengh Privileges from fifteen sittings of a
meeting of Parliament during any period that Paréat has been summoned to meet and
continues to meet; or

(d) if he is expelled from Parliament after havbegn found guilty of contempt of Parliament
by a committee of Parliament; or

(e) if any circumstances arise such that, if heeweat a member of Parliament, would cause
him to be disqualified or ineligible for electiamder article 94 of this Constitution; or

(f) if he resigns from office as a member of Paniéant by writing under his hand addressed to
the Speaker; or

(9) if he leaves the party of which he was a menalbéne time of his election to Parliament to
join another party or seeks to remain in Parlianasrén independent member; or

(h) if he was elected a member of Parliament aa@pendent candidate and joins a political
party

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (g) of clause (1) article, a merger of parties at the
national level sanctioned by the parties’ Congting or membership of a coalition
government of which his original party forms pattall not affect the status of any member
of Parliament.

98. EMOLUMENTS OF MEMBERS.

(1) A member of Parliament shall be paid such gadad allowances and provided with such
facilities as may be determined in accordance aiticle 71 of this Constitution.

(2) A member of Parliament shall not hold any @faf profit or emolument, whether private
or public and either directly or indirectly, unlgssrmitted to do so by the Speaker acting on
the recommendations of a committee of Parliamenhergrounds that—

(a) holding that office will not prejudice the wook a member of Parliament; and

(b) no conflict of interest arises or would ariseaaresult of the member holding that office.
99. DETERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP.

(1) The High Court shall have jurisdiction to head determine any question whether—

(a) a person has been validly elected as a menflBarttament or the seat of a member has
become vacant; or

(b) a person has been validly elected as a SpeélRarliament or, having been so elected,
has vacated the office of Speaker.



(2) A person aggrieved by the determination oftiigh Court under this article may appeal
to the Court of Appeal.

Procedure in Parliament

100. OATH OF MEMBERS.

(1) A member of Parliament shall, before takingdeat in Parliament, take and subscribe
before the Speaker and in the presence of the nrsabParliament, the oath of allegiance

and the oath of a member of Parliament set outarBecond Schedule to this Constitution.

(2) A member of Parliament may, before taking ththe referred to in clause (1) of this
article, take part in the election of the Speaker.

101. PRESIDING IN PARLIAMENT.

The Speaker shall preside in Parliament at alhgdgtand in his absence a Deputy Speaker
shall preside.

102. QUORUM IN PARLIAMENT.

A quorum of Parliament, apart from the person piiagi, shall be one-third of all the
members of Parliament.

103. COMMITTEES OF PARLIAMENT.

(1) Parliament shall appoint standing committees@her committees as may be necessary
for the effective discharge of its functions.

(2) The standing committees shall be appointetiafitst meeting of Parliament after the
election of the Speaker and the Deputy Speakers.

(3) Committees of Parliament shall be charged wiith functions, including the

investigation and inquiry into the activities arghanistration of ministries and departments
as Parliament may determine; and such investigaiohinquiries may extend to proposals
for legislation.

(4) Every member of Parliament shall be a membat éfast one of the standing committees.

(5) The composition of the committees shall, astmag possible, reflect the different shades
of opinion in Parliament.

(6) A committee appointed under this article shalle the powers, rights and privileges of
the High Court or a Justice of the High Court &tal for—

(a) enforcing the attendance of withesses and exagithem on oath, affirmation or
otherwise;

(b) compelling the production of documents; and



(c) issuing a commission or request to examineastrs abroad.
104. VOTING IN PARLIAMENT.

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this Constintimatters in Parliament shall be
determined by the votes of the majority of memlipeesent and voting, with at least half of
all the members of Parliament present.

(2) The Speaker shall have neither an originalcagting vote.
(3) Where the votes on any motion are equal itl ffeataken to be lost.

(4) Where Parliament is considering a bill to am#reConstitution, or where the voting is in
relation to the election or removal of any persadar this Constitution or under any other
law, voting shall be in secret.

(5) A member who is a party to or a partner inra fivhich is a party to a contract with the
Government shall declare his interest and shall’at& on any question relating to the
contract.

105. UNQUALIFIED PERSON SITTING OR VOTING.

A person who sits or votes in Parliament knowing@ving reasonable grounds for knowing
that he is not entitled so to do commits an offesmog shall be liable on conviction, to such
penalty as shall be prescribed by or under an APadiament.

106. MODE OF EXERCISING LEGISLATIVE POWER.

(1) The power of Parliament to make laws shallder@sed by bills passed by Parliament
and assented to by the President.

(2) No bill, other than such a bill as is refertedn paragraph (a) of article 108 of this
Constitution, shall be introduced in Parliamentegsli—

(a) it is accompanied by an explanatory memoransieiting out in detail the policy and
principles of the bill, the defects of the existiagy, the remedies proposed to deal with those
defects and the necessity for its introduction; and

(b) it has been published in tazette at least fourteen days before the date of its
introduction in Parliament.

(3) A bill affecting the institution of chieftaincghall not be introduced in Parliament without
prior reference to the National House of Chiefs.

(4) Whenever a bill is read the first time in Pamient, it shall be referred to the appropriate
committee appointed under article 103 of this Citutgdn which shall examine the bill in
detail and make all such inquiries in relationttas the committee considers expedient or
necessary.



(5) Where a bill has been deliberated upon by fipgapriate committee, it shall be reported
to Parliament.

(6) The report of the committee, together witheélxplanatory memorandum to the bill, shall
form the basis for a full debate on the bill f&r tassage, with or without amendments, or its
rejection, by Parliament.

(7) Where a bill passed by Parliament is presette¢de President for assent he shall signify,
within seven days after the presentation, to theagr that he assents to the bill or that he
refuses to assent to the bill, unless the billlleen referred by the President to the Council of
State under article 90 of this Constitution.

(8) Where the President refuses to assent to,ahbikhall, within fourteen days after the
refusal—

(a) state in a memorandum to the Speaker any sppaoiivisions of the bill which in his
opinion should be reconsidered by Parliament, haly his recommendations for
amendments if any; or

(b) inform the Speaker that he has referred thedthe Council of State for consideration
and comment under article 90 of this Constitution.

(9) Parliament shall reconsider a bill taking iatcount the comments made by the President
or the Council of State, as the case may be, uridese (8) of this article.

(10) Where a bill reconsidered under clause (nisfarticle is passed by Parliament by a
resolution supported by the votes of not less thamnthirds of all the members of Parliament,
the President shall assent to it within thirty dafter the passing of the resolution.

(11) Without prejudice to the power of Parliamenpobstpone the operation of a law, a bill
shall not become law until it has been duly pass®etlassented to in accordance with the
provisions of this Constitution and shall not coime force unless it has been published in
the Gazette.

(12) The provisions of clauses (7) to (10) of tiscle shall not apply to a bill certified by the
Speaker as a bill to which the provisions of agtit08 of this Constitution apply; and
accordingly, the President shall give his asseangosuch bill when presented for assent.

(13) Where it is determined by a committee of Ranknt appointed for the purpose that a
particular bill is of an urgent nature, the prowiss of the preceding clauses of this article,
other than clause (1) and paragraph (a) of clazjsgh@ll not apply, and accordingly, the
President shall give his assent to the bill opitsentation for assent.

(14) A bill introduced in Parliament by or on befhafithe President shall not be delayed for
more than three months in any committee of Parlrame

107. RETROACTIVE LEGISLATION.

Parliament shall have no power to pass any law—



(a) to alter the decision or judgment of any casrbetween the parties subject to that
decision or judgment; or

(b) which operates retrospectively to impose amjtéitions on, or to adversely affect the
personal rights and liberties of any person ontpdse a burden, obligation or liability on any
person except in the case of a law enacted untielear178 to 182 of this Constitution.

108. SETTLEMENT OF FINANCIAL MATTERS.

Parliament shall not, unless the bill is introducedhe motion is introduced by, or on behalf
of, the President—

(a) proceed upon a bill including an amendmenthdl athat, in the opinion of the person
presiding, makes provision for any of the followirg

(i) the imposition of taxation or the alterationtakation otherwise than by reduction; or

(ii) the imposition of a charge on the Consolidatechd or other public funds of Ghana or the
alteration of any such charge otherwise than byctohn; or

(ii) the payment, issue or withdrawal from the Goldated Fund or other public funds of
Ghana of any moneys not charged on the Consolidated or any increase in the amount of
that payment, issue or withdrawal; or

(iv) the composition or remission of any debt du¢hie Government of Ghana; or

(b) proceed upon a motion, including an amendnatrhotion, the effect of which, in the
opinion of the person presiding, would be to mataigion for any of the purposes specified
in paragraph (a) of this article.

109. PROFESSIONAL ORGANISATIONS.

(1) Parliament may by law regulate professionaklérand business organisations.

(2) The affairs of an organisation referred tolause (1) of this article shall be conducted on
democratic lines.

110. STANDING ORDERS OF PARLIAMENT.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constituti®arliament may, by standing orders, regulate
its own procedure.

(2) Parliament may act notwithstanding a vacandisimembership, including a vacancy not
filled when Parliament first meets after a dissolutof Parliament; and the presence or the
participation of a person not entitled to be préserio participate in the proceedings of
Parliament shall not invalidate these proceedings.

111. ATTENDANCE IN PARLIAMENT OF VICE-PRESIDENT ANIMINISTERS.



The Vice-President, or a Minister or Deputy Ministého is not a member of Parliament,
shall be entitled to participate in the proceediofBarliament and shall be accorded all the
privileges of a member of Parliament except thashwt entitled to vote or to hold an office
in Parliament.

Summoning, Dissolution, etc.
112. SESSIONS OF PARLIAMENT.

(1) A session of Parliament shall be held at suabepwithin Ghana and shall commence at
such time as the Speaker may, by constitutionaiunmsent, appoint.

(2) A session of Parliament shall be held at least a year, so that the period between the
last sitting of Parliament in one session and itts¢ $itting of Parliament in the next session
does not amount to twelve months.

(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of thisiéd, fifteen percent of members of
Parliament may request a meeting of Parliamenttlaa&peaker shall, within seven days
after the receipt of the request, summon Parliament

(4) Subject to clause (2) of article 113 of thim&titution, a general election of members of
Parliament shall be held within thirty days beftre expiration of the period specified in
clause (1) of that article; and a session of Ragiat shall be appointed to commence within
fourteen days after the expiration of that period.

J[(5) Whenever a vacancy occurs in Parliament, teek®f Parliament shall notify the
Electoral Commission in writing within seven daygeabecoming aware that the vacancy has
occurred; and a by-election shall be held withintyldays after the vacancy occurred except
that where the vacancy occurred through the ddameember, the by-election shall be held
within sixty days after the occurrence of the vayah

(6) Notwithstanding clause (5) of this article,yaddection shall not be held within three
months before the holding of a general election.

113. DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT.

(1) Subject to clause (2) of this article, Parliatghall continue for four years from the date
of its first sitting and shall then stand dissolved

(2) At any time when Ghana is actually engagedan, Warliament may, from time to time by
resolution supported by the votes of not less thamnthirds of all the members of Parliament,
extend the period of four years specified in claidgeof this article for not more than twelve
months at a time, except that the life of Parlians¥all not be extended under this clause for
more than four years.

(3) Where, after a dissolution of Parliament bubbethe holding of a general election, the
President is satisfied that owing to the existesfce state of war or of a state of public
emergency in Ghana or any part of Ghana, it isssarg to recall Parliament, the President
shall cause to be summoned the Parliament thaidersdissolved to meet.



(4) Unless the life of Parliament is extended unilerprovisions of clause (2) of this article,
the general election of members of Parliament givalteed and the Parliament that has been
recalled shall, if not sooner dissolved, againd@issolved on the date appointed for the
general election.

“[114. GRATUITIES FOR MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT.

A person who has served as a member of Parliaraeahf period of time shall, on his death
or on his ceasing to be a member of Parliamentyncacumstance, other than where he
becomes disqualified as a member of Parliamenhare he vacates his office under article
97 (1)(c) or (d), be eligible for the payment to his personal repn¢atives or to him of such
gratuity proportionate to his period of serviceshall be determined by the President, acting
in consultation with the Committee referred to iticée 71 of this Constitution.]

Privileges and Immunities
115. FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND OF PROCEEDINGS.

There shall be freedom of speech, debate and mlmgeein Parliament and that freedom
shall not be impeached or questioned in any caystaze out of Parliament.

116. IMMUNITY FROM PROCEEDINGS FOR ACTS IN PARLIAMET.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this article, kithout prejudice to the general effect of
article 115 of this Constitution, civil or criminptoceedings shall not be instituted against a
member of Parliament in any court or place outarliBment for any matter or thing brought
by him in or before Parliament by petition, billption or otherwise.

(2) Whenever in the opinion of the person presidmBarliament a statement made by a
member igrima facie defamatory of any person, the person presidinty s¢far the matter
for inquiry to the Parliamentary committee on deges which shall report its findings to
Parliament not later than thirty days after theterawas referred to it.

(3) Where the committee referred to in clause {2his article reports to Parliament that the
statement made by the member is defamatory of arsop, the member who made the
statement shall, within seven days after that tepender an apology at the bar of Parliament,
the terms of which shall be approved by the Pagiatiary committee on privileges and
communicated to the person who has been defamed.

(4) Where a member refuses to render an apologgaardance with clause (3) of this article,
the Speaker shall suspend that member for theidnrat the session of Parliament in which
the defamatory statement was made and a membaspergied shall lose his parliamentary
privileges, immunities and remuneration, but thieglisbe restored to him if, at any time
before the end of the session, he renders the gpakrequired by clause (3) of this article.

(5) A person who has made a contemporaneous repibre proceedings in Parliament,
including a statement which has been the subjeahafquiry under clause (2) of this article,
shall publish the apology referred to in clauseof3his article or the suspension or the
apology referred to in clause (4) of this articléhwthe same prominence as he published the
first report.



(6) If a person fails to publish the apology asuieef by clause (5) of this article, he shall not
be protected by privilege.

117. IMMUNITY FROM SERVICE OF PROCESS AND ARREST.

Civil or criminal process coming from any courtpdace out of Parliament shall not be served
on, or executed in relation to, the Speaker or enbe or the Clerk to Parliament while he is
on his way to, attending at or returning from, @ngceedings of Parliament.

118. IMMUNITY FROM WITNESS SUMMONS.

(1) Neither the Speaker, nor a member of, nor tleekGo, Parliament shall be compelled,
while attending Parliament to appear as a witnessy court or place out of Parliament.

(2) The certificate of the Speaker that a membénh@Clerk is attending the proceedings of
Parliament is conclusive evidence of attendanédtament.

119. IMMUNITY FROM SERVICE AS JUROR.

Neither the Speaker, nor a member of, nor the GterRarliament shall be required to serve
on a jury in any court or place out of Parliament.

120. IMMUNITY FOR PUBLICATION OF PROCEEDINGS.

Subject to the provisions of this Constitution,esigon shall not be under any civil or criminal
liability in respect of the publication of—

(a) the text or a summary of any report, paperautes, votes and proceedings of Parliament;
or

(b) a contemporaneous report of the proceedingadfament;

unless it is shown that the publication was efféctaliciously or otherwise without good
faith.

121. PRIVILEGES OF WITNESSES.

(1) A person summoned to attend to give evidende produce a paper, book, record or
other document before Parliament, shall be enfittecespect of his evidence, or the
production of the document, as the case may libeteame privileges as if he were appearing
before a court.

(2) A public officer shall not be required to pragubefore Parliament a document where—

(a) the Speaker certifies—

() that the document belongs to a class of docusaéime production of which is injurious to
the public interest; or

(i) that disclosure of the contents of the docubweili be injurious to the public interest; or



(b) the National Security Council certifies—

() that the document belongs to a class of docuspéme production of which is prejudicial
to the security of the State; or

(i) that disclosure of the contents of the docubweili be prejudicial to the security of the
State.

(3) Where there is a doubt as to the nature ofcament such as is referred to in clause (2) of
this article, the Speaker or the National SecuZivyincil, as the case may be, shall refer the
matter to the Supreme Court for determination wéethe production, or the disclosure of the
contents, of the document would be injurious togtblic interest or, as the case may be,
prejudicial to the security of the State.

(4) An answer by a person to a question put byidadnt shall not be admissible in evidence
against him in any civil or criminal proceedingd otiParliament, except proceedings for
perjury brought under the criminal law.

Contempt of Parliament

122. GENERAL CONTEMPT.

An act or omission which obstructs or impedes Baréint in the performance of its functions
or which obstructs or impedes a member or offiédrarliament in the discharge of his
duties, or affronts the dignity of Parliament origthtends either directly or indirectly to
produce that result, is contempt of Parliament.

123. CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS.

Where an act or omission which constitutes conteshplarliament is an offence under the
criminal law, the exercise by Parliament of the pote punish for contempt shall not be a
bar to the institution of proceedings under thenaral law.

The Parliamentary Service

124. THE PARLIAMENTARY SERVICE.

(1) There shall be a Parliamentary Service whidil $brm part of the public services of
Ghana.

(2) There shall be a Parliamentary Service Boarithvbhall consist of—
(a) the Speaker, as chairman;

(b) four other members all of whom shall be appedrity the Speaker, acting in accordance
with the advice of a committee of Parliament; and

(c) the Clerk to Parliament.

(3) There shall be a Clerk to Parliament who sbalthe head of the Parliamentary Service.



(4) The appointment of the Clerk and the other menqibf his staff in the Parliamentary
Service shall be made by the Parliamentary SeBozed in consultation with the Public
Services Commission.

(5) The Parliamentary Service Board shall, withgher approval of Parliament, make
regulations, by constitutional instrument, presagithe terms and conditions of service of
the officers and other employees in the Parliamgr@arvice and generally for the effective
and efficient administration of the Parliamentagnfce.

CHAPTER ELEVEN
THE JUDICIARY

General
125. THE JUDICIAL POWER OF GHANA.

(1) Justice emanates from the people and shalllimenéstered in the name of the Republic by
the Judiciary which shall be independent and stilojely to this Constitution.

(2) Citizens may exercise popular participatiothi@ administration of justice through the
institutions of public and customary tribunals @he jury and assessor systems.

(3) The judicial power of Ghana shall be vestetheJudiciary, accordingly, neither the
President nor Parliament nor any organ or agentlyeoPresident or Parliament shall have or
be given final judicial power.

(4) The Chief Justice shall, subject to this Cdastin, be the Head of the Judiciary and shall
be responsible for the administration and supeisif the Judiciary.

(5) The Judiciary shall have jurisdiction in all tteas civil and criminal, including matters
_relating to this Constitution, and such other jdicson as Parliament may, by law, confer on
It.

126. COMPOSITION AND MODE OR EXERCISE OF POWER QICIARY.

(1) The Judiciary shall consist of—

(a) the Superior Courts of Judicature comprising—

(i) the Supreme Court;

(ii) the Court of Appeal; and

(iif) the High Court and Regional Tribunals.

(b) such lower courts or tribunals as Parliameny malaw establish.

(2) The Superior Courts shall be superior courteeobrd and shall have the power to commit

for contempt to themselves and all such powerseaas wested in a court of record
immediately before the coming into force of thisnGtitution.



(3) Except as otherwise provided in this Constitutdr as may otherwise be ordered by a
court in the interest of public morality, publidety or public order, the proceedings of every
court shall be held in public.

(4) In the exercise of the judicial power conferogdthe Judiciary by this Constitution or any
other law, the Superior Courts may, in relatiommy matter within their jurisdiction, issue
such orders and directions as may be necessangtweethe enforcement of any judgment,
decree or order of those courts.

127. INDEPENDENCE OF THE JUDICIARY.

(2) In the exercise of the judicial power of Ghate, Judiciary, in both its judicial and
administrative functions, including financial adrnsination, is subject only to this
Constitution and shall not be subject to the cdmralirection of any person or authority.

(2) Neither the President nor Parliament nor amggreacting under the authority of the
President or Parliament nor any other person whasachall interfere with Judges or judicial
officers or other persons exercising judicial povwerthe exercise of their judicial functions;
and all organs and agencies of the State shalt@dt¢odhe courts such assistance as the courts
may reasonably require to protect the independeahgeity and effectiveness of the courts,
subject to this Constitution.

(3) A Justice of a Superior Court, or any persoereising judicial power, shall not be liable
to any action or suit for any act or omission by n the exercise of the judicial power.

(4) The administrative expenses of the Judiciargiuiding all salaries, allowances, gratuities
and pensions payable to or in respect of, persenving in the judiciary, shall be charged on
the Consolidated Fund.

(5) The salary, allowances, privileges and righteespect of leave of absence, gratuity,
pension and other conditions of service of a Jasifadhe Superior Court or any judicial
officer or other person exercising judicial powarall not be varied to his disadvantage.

(6) Funds voted by Parliament, or charged on thesGladated Fund by this Constitution for
the Judiciary, shall be released to the Judiciarguarterly instalments.

(7) For the purposes of clause (1) of this artitfieancial administration” includes the
operation of banking facilities by the Judiciarytivaut the interference of any person or
authority, other than for the purposes of audith®/Auditor-General, of the funds voted by
Parliament or charged on the Consolidated FundhisyGonstitution or any other law, for the
purposes of defraying the expenses of the Judigiamyspect of which the funds were voted
or charged.

The Supreme Court
128. COMPOSITION AND MODE OF EXERCISE OF POWER QICIARY.

(1) The Supreme Court shall consist of the Chisfida and not less than nine other Justices
of the Supreme Couirt.



(2) The Supreme Court shall be duly constitutedtfowork by not less than five Supreme
Court Justices except as otherwise provided iclarti33 of this Constitution.

(3) The Chief Justice shall preside at sittingthef Supreme Court and in his absence, the
most senior of the Justices of the Supreme Cositpastituted, shall preside.

(4) A person shall not be qualified for appointmasta Justice of the Supreme Court unless
he is of high moral character and proven integaity is of not less than fifteen years’
standing as a lawyer.

129. GENERAL JURISDICTION OF SUPREME COURT.

(1) The Supreme Court shall be the final courtpydesml and shall have such appellate and
other jurisdiction as may be conferred on it by t@onstitution or by any other law.

(2) The Supreme Court shall not be bound to follbevdecisions of any other court.

(3) The Supreme Court may, while treating its owgvpus decisions as normally binding,
depart from a previous decision when it appeaisright to do so; and all other courts shall
be bound to follow the decisions of the SupremerCam questions of law.

(4) For the purposes of hearing and determiningtenwithin its jurisdiction and the
amendment, execution or the enforcement of a judgoreorder made on any matter, and for
the purposes of any other authority, expresslyyandressary implication given to the
Supreme Court by this Constitution or any other, ldng Supreme Court shall have all the
powers, authority and jurisdiction vested in anyrt@stablished by this Constitution or any
other law.

130. ORIGINAL JURISDICTION OF SUPREME COURT.

(1) Subject to the jurisdiction of the High Courtthe enforcement of the Fundamental
Human Rights and Freedoms as provided in articlef38is Constitution, the Supreme Court
shall have exclusive original jurisdiction in—

(a) all matters relating to the enforcement orrtetation of this Constitution; and

(b) all matters arising as to whether an enactmastmade in excess of the powers conferred
on Parliament or any other authority or personavwy dér under this Constitution.

(2) Where an issue that relates to a matter ortiqunereferred to in clause (1) of this article
arises in any proceedings in a court other tharstigeme Court, that court shall stay the
proceedings and refer the question of law involethe Supreme Court for determination;
and the court in which the question arose shatiatie of the case in accordance with the
decision of the Supreme Court.

131. APPELLATE JURISDICTION OF SUPREME COURT.

(1) An appeal shall lie from a judgment of the QGanfrAppeal to the Supreme Court—



(a) as of right in a civil or criminal cause or teatin respect of which an appeal has been
brought to the Court of Appeal from a judgmenthd High Court or a Regional Tribunal in
the exercise of its original jurisdiction; or

(b) with the leave of the Court of Appeal, in artjer cause or matter, where the case was
commenced in a court lower than the High Court Begional Tribunal and where the Court
of Appeal is satisfied that the case involves astutiial question of law or is in the public
interest.

(2) Notwithstanding clause (1) of this article, tepreme Court may entertain an application
for special leave to appeal to the Supreme Cowahyncause or matter, civil or criminal, and
may grant leave accordingly.

(3) The Supreme Court shall have appellate jurigdcto the exclusion of the Court of
Appeal, to determine matters relating to the cadioicor otherwise of a person for high
treason or treason by the High Court.

(4) An appeal from a decision of the Judicial Comtteei of the National House of Chiefs shall
lie to the Supreme Court with the leave of thaidatdCommittee or the Supreme Court.

132. SUPERVISORY JURISDICTION OF SUPREME COURT.

The Supreme Court shall have supervisory jurisalictiver all courts and over any
adjudicating authority and may, in the exercis¢éhat supervisory jurisdiction, issue orders
and directions for the purpose of enforcing or seguthe enforcement of its supervisory
power.

133. POWER OF SUPREME COURT TO REVIEW ITS DECISIONS

(1) The Supreme Court may review any decision noadgven by it on such grounds and
subject to such conditions as may be prescribedlleg of court.

(2) The Supreme Court, when reviewing its decisiomder this article, shall be constituted
by not less than seven Justices of the Supreme.Cour

134. POWERS OF A SINGLE JUSTICE OF SUPREME COURT.

A single Justice of the Supreme Court may exemmiseer vested in the Supreme Court not
involving the decision of the cause or matter bethe Supreme Court, except that—

(a) in criminal matters, where that Justice refugegrants an application in the exercise of
any such power, a person affected by it is entiibeldave the application determined by the
Supreme Court constituted by three Justices oStheme Court; and

(b) in civil matters, any order, direction or deasrsmade or given under this article may be
varied, discharged or reversed by the Supreme Caoanstituted by three Justices of the
Supreme Court.

135. PRODUCTION OF OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS IN COURT.



(1) The Supreme Court shall have exclusive jurtsalicto determine whether an official
document shall not be produced in court becaugeauction or the disclosure of its
contents will be prejudicial to the security of th&te or will be injurious to the public
interest.

(2) Where any issue referred to in clause (1) isfinticle arises as to the production or
otherwise of an official document in any proceedibgfore any court, other than the
Supreme Court, the proceedings in that other @hatl be suspended while the Supreme
Court examines the document and determines whetbetocument should be produced or
not; and the Supreme Court shall make the apprtepoiaer.

(3) The proceedings of the Supreme Court as tolenetn official document may be
produced shall be held camera.

The Court of Appeal

136. COMPOSITION OF COURT OF APPEAL AND QUALIFICADNS OF ITS
JUSTICES.

(1) The Court of Appeal shall consist of—
(a) the Chief Justice;

(b) subject to clauses (2) and (3) of this artinlat, less than ten Justices of the Court of
Appeal; and

(c) such other Justices of the Superior Court dfciiure as the Chief Justice may, for the
determination of a particular cause or matter biying signed by him, request to sit in the
Court of Appeal for any specified period.

(2) The Court of Appeal shall be duly constitutgdainy three of the Justices referred to in
clause (1) of this article and when so constitutieel most senior of the Justices shall preside.

(3) A person shall not be qualified for appointmasta Justice of the Court of Appeal unless
he is of high moral character and proven integaity is of not less than twelve years’
standing as a lawyer.

(4) The Chief Justice may create such divisiontefCourt of Appeal as he considers
necessary to sit in such places as he may determine

(5) Subject to clause (3) of article 129 of thim&titution, the Court of Appeal shall be bound
by its own previous decisions; and all courts lotiran the Court of Appeal shall follow the
decisions of the Court of Appeal on questions of la

137. JURISDICTION OF COURT OF APPEAL.

(1) The Court of Appeal shall have jurisdictionadbhghout Ghana to hear and determine,
subject to the provisions of this Constitution, @pls from a judgment, decree or order of the
High Court and Regional Tribunals and such othgeHate jurisdiction as may be conferred
on it by this Constitution or any other law.



(2) Except as otherwise provided in this Constinitian appeal shall lie as of right from a
judgment, decree or order of the High Court ancegiéhal Tribunal to the Court of Appeal.

(3) For the purposes of hearing and determiningpgreal within its jurisdiction and the
amendment, execution or the enforcement of a judgjoreorder made on any appeal, and,
for the purposes of any other authority expresslyyonecessary implication given to the
Court of Appeal by this Constitution or any othaw| the Court of Appeal shall have all the
powers, authority and jurisdiction vested in thartdrom which the appeal is brought.

138. POWERS OF A SINGLE JUSTICE OF COURT OF APPEAL.

A single Justice of the Court of Appeal may exer@power vested in the Court of Appeal
not involving the decision of a cause or matteolethe Court of Appeal, except that—

(a) in criminal matters, where that Justice refusegrants an application in the exercise of
any such power, a person affected by it is entitbeldlave the application determined by the
Court of Appeal as duly constituted; and

(b) in civil matters, any order, direction or déaismade or given in exercise of the powers
conferred by this article, may be varied, dischdrgereversed by the Court of Appeal as
duly constituted.

The High Court

139. COMPOSITION OF HIGH COURT AND QUALIFICATIONSBITS JUSTICES.

(1) The High Court shall consist of—

(a) the Chief Justice;

(b) not less than twenty Justices of the High Cantl

(c) such other Justices of the Superior Court dfchiure as the Chief Justice may, by writing
signed by him, request to sit as High Court Justioeany period.

(2) The High Court shall be constituted—

(a) by a single Justice of the Court; or

(b) by a single Justice of the Court and jury; or

(c) by a single Justice of the Court with assessors

(d) by three Justices of the Court for the triathad offence of high treason or treason as
required by article 19 of this Constitution.

(3) There shall be in the High Court such divisicnasisting of such number of Justices
respectively as the Chief Justice may determine.



(4) A person shall not be qualified for appointmasta Justice of the High Court unless he is
a person of high moral character and proven iritegnd is of at least ten years’ standing as a
lawyer.

140. JURISDICTION OF THE HIGH COURT.

(1) The High Court shall, subject to the provisiofhshis Constitution, have jurisdiction in all
matters and in particular, in civil and criminal the@s and such original, appellate and other
jurisdiction as may be conferred on it by this Gdngon or any other law.

(2) The High Court shall have jurisdiction to emd@the Fundamental Human Rights and
Freedoms guaranteed by this Constitution.

(3) The High Court shall have no power, in a tftalthe offence of high treason or treason, to
convict any person for an offence other than highgon or treason.

(4) A Justice of the High Court may, in accordanith rules of court, exercise in court or in
chambers, all or any of the jurisdiction vestethie High Court by this Constitution or any
other law.

(5) For the purposes of hearing and determiningpo®al within its jurisdiction and the
amendment, execution or the enforcement of a judgoreorder made on any appeal, and for
the purposes of any other authority, expresslyyandressary implication given to the High
Court by this Constitution or any other law, thgHRiCourt shall have all the powers,
authority and jurisdiction vested in the Court frarhich the appeal is brought.

141. SUPERVISORY JURISDICTION OF THE HIGH COURT.

The High Court shall have supervisory jurisdictmrer all lower courts and any lower
adjudicating authority; and may, in the exerciséhat jurisdiction, issue orders and directions
for the purpose of enforcing or securing the erdgorent of its supervisory powers

Regional Tribunals

142. ESTABLISHMENT AND COMPOSITION OF REGIONAL TRIBNALS AND
QUALIFICATIONS OF CHAIRMEN AND OTHER PANEL MEMBERS.

(1) There shall be established in each region @ratsuch Regional Tribunals as the Chief
Justice may determine.

(2) A Regional Tribunal shall consist of—

(a) the Chief Justice;

(b) one Chairman; and

(c) such members who may or may not be lawyerbasise designated by the Chief Justice

to sit as panel members of a Regional Tribunalfanduch period as shall be specified in
writing by the Chief Justice.



(3) A Regional Tribunal shall be duly constitutedebpanel consisting of the Chairman and
not less than two other panel members.

(4) A person shall not be appointed to be a Chairofaa Regional Tribunal unless he is
gualified to be appointed a Justice of the High©€ou

(5) A panel member of a Regional Tribunal shalbljgerson of high moral character and
proven integrity.

143. JURISDICTION OF REGIONAL TRIBUNALS.

(1) A Regional Tribunal shall have jurisdictiontty such offences against the State and the
public interest as Parliament may, by law, pregcrib

(2) A Regional Tribunal shall have such appellatésgiction relating to the matters described
in clause (1) of this article, as may be prescribgthw.

(3) For the purpose of hearing and determiningppeal within its jurisdiction and the
amendment, execution or enforcement of a judgmeatder on any appeal, and for the
purposes of any other authority expressly or byessary implication given to it by this
Constitution or any other law, a Regional Tribusladll have all the powers, authority and
jurisdiction vested in the tribunal from which thppeal is brought.

Appointment, retirement and removal of Justices
of Superior Courts and chairmen and other members of
Regional Tribunals.

144. APPOINTMENT OF JUSTICES OF SUPERIOR COURTS AGBAIRMEN AND
OTHER MEMBERS OF REGIONAL TRIBUNALS.

(1) The Chief Justice shall be appointed by theiBeat acting in consultation with the
Council of State and with the approval of Parliaimen

(2) The other Supreme Court Justices shall be apgmbby the President acting on the advice
of the Judicial Council, in consultation with theucil of State and with the approval of
Parliament.

(3) Justices of the Court of Appeal and of the H@gurt and Chairmen of Regional Tribunals
shall be appointed by the President acting on dveca of the Judicial Council.

(4) Panel members of Regional Tribunals other tharChairmen shall be appointed by the
Chief Justice in consultation with the Regional @dinating Council for the region and on
the advice of the Judicial Council.

(5) Justices of the Superior Courts and ChairmeRegfional Tribunals shall be appointed by
warrant under the hand of the President and ségl¢lae Presidential seal.

(6) Where the office of Chief Justice is vacantywere the Chief Justice is for any reason
unable to perform the functions of his office—



(a) until a person has been appointed to, and$msraed the functions of, that office; or

(b) until the person holding that office has resdrtiee functions of that office; as the case
may be,

those functions shall be performed by the mostosasfithe Justices of the Supreme Court.

(7) The office of a Justice of the Superior Cotmdlsnot be abolished while there is a
substantive holder in office.

(8) A Chairman of a Regional Tribunal shall enjbg same salary, allowances, gratuity and
pension conditions as a Justice of the High Court.

(9) Where the office of a Justice of the High Caurta Chairman of the Regional Tribunal is
vacant or for any reason, a Justice of the HighrGarua Chairman of the Regional Tribunal
is unable to perform the functions of his officejfadhe Chief Justice advises the President
that the state of business in the High Court oriétej Tribunal so requires, the President
may, acting in accordance with the advice of thaiclal Council, appoint a person who has
held office as, or a person qualified for appointires, a Justice of the High Court or a
Chairman of the Regional Tribunal to act as a dasif the High Court or a Chairman of the
Regional Tribunal.

(10) A person appointed under clause (9) of thislarto act as a Justice of the High Court or
a Chairman of the Regional Tribunal shall contitmact for the period of his appointment or,
where no period is specified, until his appointmentvoked by the President, acting in
accordance with the advice of the Judicial Council.

(11) Notwtithstanding the expiration of the permfchis appointment or the revocation of his
appointment under clause (9) of this article, aperappointed under clause (9) of this article
may thereafter continue to act for a period noeexling six months, to enable him to deliver
judgment or do any other thing in relation to pretiegs that were commenced before him
previous to the expiration or revocation.

145. RETIREMENT AND RESIGNATION OF JUSTICES OF THHUPERIOR COURTS
AND CHAIRMEN OF REGIONAL TRIBUNALS.

(1) A Justice of a Superior Court or a Chairmaa &egional Tribunal may retire at anytime
after attaining the age of sixty years.

(2) A Justice of a Superior Court or a Chairmaa &egional Tribunal shall vacate his
office—

(a) in the case of a Justice of the Supreme CaouhteoCourt of Appeal, on attaining the age
of seventy years; or

(b) in the case of a Justice of the High Court @hairman of a Regional Tribunal, on
attaining the age of sixty-five years; or

(c) upon his removal from office in accordance véthcle 146 of this Constitution.



(3) A Justice of the Superior Court of Judicatura €hairman of a Regional Tribunal may
resign his office by writing signed by him and askfred to the President.

(4) Notwithstanding that he has attained the agehath he is required by this article to
vacate his office, a person holding office as dide®f a Superior Court or Chairman of a
Regional Tribunal may continue in office for a pernot exceeding six months after attaining
that age, as may be necessary to enable him teedgidgment or do any other thing in
relation to proceedings that were commenced béfiongprevious to his attaining that age.

146. REMOVAL OF JUSTICES OF SUPERIOR COURTS AND AORMEN OF
REGIONAL TRIBUNALS.

(1) A Justice of the Superior Court or a Chairmathe Regional Tribunal shall not be
removed from office except for stated misbehavimuncompetence or on ground of inability
to perform the functions of his office arising franfirmity of body or mind.

(2) A Justice of the Superior Court of Judicatura €hairman of the Regional Tribunal may
only be removed in accordance with the procedueeiipd in this article.

(3) If the President receives a petition for th@ogal of a Justice of a Superior Court other
than the Chief Justice or for the removal of thai@han of a Regional Tribunal, he shall
refer the petition to the Chief Justice, who shdaliermine whether there igpema facie case.

(4) Where the Chief Justice decides that therepisraa facie case, he shall set up a
committee consisting of three Justices of the Sap&ourts or Chairmen of the Regional
Tribunals or both, appointed by the Judicial Coland two other persons who are not
members of the Council of State, nor members didPaent, nor lawyers, and who shall be
appointed by the Chief Justice on the advice ofdbencil of State.

(5) The committee appointed under clause (4) afaiiicle shall investigate the complaint
and shall make its recommendations to the Chidicdugho shall forward it to the President.

(6) Where the petition is for the removal of the&tlJustice, the President shall, acting in
consultation with the Council of State, appoinbamittee consisting of two Justices of the
Supreme Court, one of whom shall be appointed ctzirby the President, and three other
persons who are not members of the Council of Statemembers of Parliament, nor
lawyers.

(7) The committee appointed under clause (6) afaiiicle shall inquire into the petition and
recommend to the President whether the Chief dustight to be removed from office.

(8) All proceedings under this article shall bedhelcamera, and the Justice or Chairman
against whom the petition is made is entitled ttvéard in his defence by himself or by a
lawyer or other expert of his choice.

(9) The President shall, in each case, act in decme with the recommendations of the
committee.

(10) Where a petition has been referred to a cotaeeiinder this article, the President may—



(a) in the case of the Chief Justice, acting iroed@nce with the advice of the Council of
State, by warrant signed by him, suspend the Chistice;

(b) in the case of any other Justice of a Sup&aurt or of a Chairman of a Regional
Tribunal, acting in accordance with the adviceh&f Judicial Council, suspend that Justice or
that Chairman of a Regional Tribunal.

(11) The President may, at any time, revoke a sisspe under this article.

147. SERVICE CONDITIONS AND REMOVAL OF PANEL MEMBEROF REGIONAL
TRIBUNAL OTHER THAN THE CHAIRMAN.

(1) A panel member of a Regional Tribunal, othantthe Chairman, shall have such
allowances and benefits as may be determined biyrésdent acting on the advice of the
Judicial Council.

(2) A panel member of a Regional Tribunal othentttee Chairman may be removed by the
Chief Justice acting on the advice of the JudiCalincil and of the Regional Co-ordinating
Council on grounds of stated misbehaviour or incetapce or on ground of inability to
perform his functions arising from infirmity of bgaer mind.

(3) For the purposes of clause (2) of this artibkepanel member concerned is entitled to be
heard in his defence by himself or by a lawyertbeoexpert of his choice.

Appointment, retirement and removal of Judicial Officers

148. APPOINTMENT OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS.

Subject to the provisions of this article, the poveeappoint persons to hold or to act in a
judicial office shall be vested, subject to therappl of the President, in the Chief Justice
acting on the advice of the Judicial Council.

149. CONDITIONS OF SERVICE OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS.

Judicial officers shall receive such salaries,vedinoces, facilities and privileges and other
benefits as the President may, acting on the aafittee Judicial Council, determine.

150. RETIREMENT AND RESIGNATION OF JUDICIAL OFFICER

(1) A judicial officer—

(a) may retire from his office at any time aftetaating the age of forty-five years; and
(b) shall vacate his office on attaining the agsirfy years.

(2) A judicial officer may resign his office by ving addressed to the Chief Justice.

151. REMOVAL OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS.



(1) A person holding a judicial office may be reradvrom office by the Chief Justice on
grounds only of stated misbehaviour, incompetemdeability to perform his functions
arising from infirmity of body or mind and upon esplution supported by the votes of not
less than two-thirds of all the members of the datliCouncil.

(2) For the purpose of clause (1) of this artithe, judicial officer shall be entitled to be heard
in his defence by himself or by a lawyer or othegvext of his choice.

152. APPOINTMENT, ALLOWANCES AND REMOVAL OF LOWER QURT OR
TRIBUNAL PANEL MEMBERS.

(1) A panel member of a lower court or tribunalestthan the person presiding—

(a) shall be appointed by the Chief Justice aatimghe advice of the Judicial Council and in
consultation with the relevant District Assemblgrfr among persons of high moral character
and proven integrity;

(b) shall be paid such allowances and benefitt@gdudicial Council may determine; and

(c) may be removed by the Chief Justice on thecadof the Judicial Council on ground of
stated misbehaviour, incompetence or inabilitygdqgrm his functions arising from infirmity

of body or mind.

(2) For the purposes of paragraph (c) of clausef(ihis article the panel member concerned
is entitled to be heard in his defence by himselfya lawyer or other expert of his choice.

The Judicial Council

153. JUDICIAL COUNCIL.

There shall be a Judicial Council which shall cosgthe following persons—

(a) the Chief Justice who shall be Chairman;

(b) the Attorney-General;

(c) a Justice of the Supreme Court nominated bytséices of the Supreme Court;
(d) a Justice of the Court of Appeal nominatedh®y ustices of the Court of Appeal,
(e) a Justice of the High Court nominated by tratides of the High Court;

(f) two representatives of the Ghana Bar Assoamatioe of whom shall be a person of not
less than twelve years’ standing as a lawyer;

(9) a representative of the Chairmen of Regionddufrals nominated by the Chairmen,;
(h) a representative of the lower courts or tridsna

(i) the Judge Advocate-General of the Ghana Armadds;



() the Head of the Legal Directorate of the Polssrvice;

(k) the Editor of the Ghana Law Reports;

() a representative of the Judicial Service Saffociation nominated by the Association;
(m) a chief nominated by the National House of &hiand

(n) four other persons who are not lawyers appdibtethe President.

154. FUNCTIONS OF JUDICIAL COUNCIL.

(1) The functions of the Judicial Council are—

(a) to propose for the consideration of Governmjeidicial reforms to improve the level of
administration of justice and efficiency in the tuaty;

(b) to be a forum for consideration and discussibmatters relating to the discharge of the
functions of the Judiciary and thereby assist theefCJustice in the performance of his duties
with a view to ensuring efficiency and effectivalization of justice; and

(c) to perform any other functions conferred obyitor under this Constitution or any other
law not inconsistent with this Constitution.

(2) The Judicial Council may establish such coneeitas it considers necessary to which it
shall refer matters relating to the Judiciary.

Miscellaneous
155. RETIRING AWARDS OF SUPERIOR COURT JUSTICES.

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Chaptedustice of the Superior Court of
Judicature who has attained the age of sixty yeaabove, shall, on retiring, in addition to
any gratuity payable to him, be paid a pension kEquthe salary payable for the time being to
a Justice of the Superior Court from which he eetwhere—

(a) he has served for ten continuous years or m®eeJustice of the Superior Court of
Judicature; or

(b) he has served for twenty years or more in thi#ip service at least five continuous years
of which were as a Justice of the Superior Couduaficature; and

upon retirement under this clause, he shall nat hal private office of profit or emolument
whether directly or indirectly.

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, the pension pai person under clause (1) of this article
shall be subject to the same changes and incraagbe salary of a serving Justice of the
Superior Court of Judicature.



(3) A Justice of the Superior Court of Judicaturymn lieu of retiring under clause (1) of
this article, retire if he has attained the agesgnibed as retiring age for public officers
generally, and shall be paid retiring awards basebis total public service, including service
as a Justice of the Superior Court of Judicatureptherwise at the same rate as is, for the
time being applicable to the public service gengral

156. JUDICIAL OATH.

(1) A Justice of a Superior Court, the Chairmaa &egional Tribunal, and also a person
presiding over a lower court or tribunal, and attyeo judicial officer or person whose
functions involve the exercise by him of judiciavper shall, before assuming the exercise of
the duties of his office, take and subscribe tht o&allegiance and the Judicial Oath set out
in the Second Schedule to this Constitution.

(2) The President may, on the advice of the Chisfide, direct that any other person
connected with the exercise of judicial power, ktekde and subscribe the Judicial Oath.

(3) The oath of allegiance and the judicial oatijureed by this article shall be taken and
subscribed—

(a) in the case of the Chief Justice or other desif a Superior Court, and a Chairman of a
Regional Tribunal, before the President; and

(b) in the case of any other person, before thefChistice or before any other Justice of a
Superior Court or Chairman of a Regional Tribursatree Chief Justice may direct.

157. RULES OF COURT
(1) There shall be a Rules of Court Committee wisichll consist of—
(a) the Chief Justice, who shall be Chairman;

(b) six members of the Judicial Council other ttfaa Chief Justice nominated by the Judicial
Council;

(c) two lawyers, one of not less than ten and theroof not more than five years’ standing,
both of whom shall be nominated by the Ghana Baogisition.

(2) The Rules of Court Committee shall, by constal instrument, make rules and
regulations for regulating the practice and procedti all courts in Ghana.

(3) Without prejudice to clause (2) of this artial® person sitting in a Superior Court for the
determination of any cause or matter shall, hatweayd the arguments of the parties to that
cause or matter and before judgment is deliverétigraw as a member of the court or
tribunal, or as a member of panel determining thate or matter, nor shall that person
becomdunctus officio in respect of that cause or matter, until judgmedelivered.

158. OTHER OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF COURTS.



(1) The appointment of officers and employees ef@ourts other than those expressly
provided for by other provisions of this Constituitj shall be made by the Chief Justice or
other Justice or other officer of the Court as@eef Justice may direct in writing.

(2) The Judicial Council shall, acting in consutiatwith the Public Services Commission
and with the prior approval of the President, bystitutional instrument, make regulations
prescribing the terms and conditions of servicthefpersons to whom clause (1) of this
article applies.

159. REGULATIONS BY CHIEF JUSTICE.

The Chief Justice may, acting in accordance wighatttvice of the Judicial Council and with
the approval of the President, by constitutionatriiment, make regulations for the efficient
performance of the functions of the Judicial Sexaad the Judicial Council under this
Chapter.

160. FEES OF THE COURTS TO FORM PART OF CONSOLIDATEUND.

The fees, fines and other moneys paid to the Csteh form part of the Consolidated Fund.
161. INTERPRETATION.

In this Chapter, unless the context otherwise regu

“court” includes a tribunal;

“judicial office” means—

(a) the office of a person presiding over a lowaurt or tribunal howsoever described;

(b) the office of the Judicial Secretary or Registsf the Superior Courts;

(c) such other offices connected with any courmnay be prescribed by constitutional
instrument made by the Chief Justice acting in etamece with the advice of the Judicial
Council and with the approval of the President;

“judicial officer” means the holder of a judicialfice; and

“supervisory jurisdiction” includes jurisdiction tesue writs or orders in the naturehabeas
corpus, certiorari, mandamus, prohibition andquo warranto.

CHAPTER TWELVE
FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE OF THE MEDIA

162. FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY OF MEDIA.
(1) Freedom and independence of the media are hgretvanteed.

(2) Subject to this Constitution and any other fat inconsistent with this Constitution, there
shall be no censorship in Ghana.



(3) There shall be no impediments to the establstiraf private press or media; and in
particular, there shall be no law requiring anysperto obtain a licence as a prerequisite to
the establishment or operation of a newspapem@ur other media for mass
communication or information.

(4) Editors and publishers of newspapers and atiséitutions of the mass media shall not be
subject to control or interference by Governmeat,shall they be penalized or harassed for
their editorial opinions and views, or the contehtheir publications.

(5) All agencies of the mass media shall, at aleg, be free to uphold the principles,
provisions and objectives of this Constitution, ahdll uphold the responsibility and
accountability of the Government to the people baga.

(6) Any medium for the dissemination of informatianthe public which publishes a
statement about or against any person shall bgewbto publish a rejoinder, if any, from the
person in respect of whom the publication was made.

163. RESPONSIBILITY OF STATE-OWNED MEDIA.

All state-owned media shall afford fair opportuegtiand facilities for the presentation of
divergent views and dissenting opinions.

164. LIMITATION ON RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS.
The provisions of articles 162 and 163 of this Gibuigson are subject to laws that are
reasonably required in the interest of nationaliggg public order, public morality and for

the purpose of protecting the reputations, rights feeedoms of other persons.

165. MEDIA RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS TO BE ADDITIONAL TGFUNDAMENTAL
HUMAN RIGHTS.

For the avoidance of doubt, the provisions of @ispter shall not be taken to limit the
enjoyment of any of the fundamental human rights famedoms guaranteed under Chapter 5
of this Constitution.

166. NATIONAL MEDIA COMMISSION.

(1) There shall be established by Act of Parlianvattiin six months after Parliament first
meets after the coming into force of this Constituta National Media Commission which
shall consist of[eighteen] members as follows—

(a) one representative each nominated by

(i) the Ghana Bar Association;

(ii) the Publishers and Owners of the Private Press

(iif) the Ghana Association of Writers and the Gharbrary Association;



(iv) the Christian group (the National Catholic &ariat, the Christian Council, and the
Ghana Pentecostal Council);

(v) the Federation of Muslim Councils and Ahmadiyesion;
(vi) the training institutions of journalists andramunicators;
(vii) the Ghana Advertising Association and thetibnge of Public Relations of Ghana; and
(viii) the Ghana National Association of Teachers;
8(ix) the National Council on Women and Development

(x) the Trade Unions Congress;

(xi) the Association of Private Broadcasfe
(b) two representatives nominated by the Ghananadists Association;
(c) two persons appointed by the President; and
(d) three persons nominated by Parliament.
(2) The Commission shall elect its own Chairman.
[(3) A person who is a founding member of a pdditiparty, is a leader or a member of its
executive or holds any office in a political pastyall not be qualified to be a member of the
Commission.]
167. FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMISSION.

The functions of the National Media Commission are—

(a) to promote and ensure the freedom and indeperd#d the media for mass
communication or information;

(b) to take all appropriate measures to ensuregtablishment and maintenance of the
highest journalistic standards in the mass meddding the investigation, mediation and
settlement of complaints made against or by thesooe other mass media;

(c) to insulate the state-owned media from goventaieontrol;

(d) to make regulations by constitutional instrutrfen the registration of newspapers and
other publications, except that the regulationdl sizd provide for the exercise of any
direction or control over the professional func@f a person engaged in the production of
newspapers or other means of mass communicatidn; an

(e) to perform such other functions as may be pitesd by law not inconsistent with this
Constitution.



168. APPOINTMENT OF BOARD MEMBERS OF STATE-OWNED NDJEA.

The Commission shall appoint the chairmen and attembers of the governing bodies of
public corporations managing the state-owned miediansultation with the President.

169. APPOINTMENT OF EDITORS.

Editors of the state-owned media shall be appoihietthe governing bodies of the respective
corporations in consultation with the Public SeegicCommission.

170. STAFF OF COMMISSION.

The Commission shall appoint the officers and odmployees of the Commission in
consultation with the Public Services Commission.

171. EXPENSES OF COMMISSION CHARGED ON CONSOLIDATHEDND.

The administrative expenses of the National Medien@ission, including salaries,
allowances and pensions payable to or in respgom@bns serving with the Commission
shall be charged on the Consolidated Fund.

172. INDEPENDENCE OF COMMISSION.

Except as otherwise provided by this Constitutiobyany other law not inconsistent with
this Constitution, the National Media Commissioalshot be subject to the direction or
control of any person or authority in the perform@of its functions.

173. INDEPENDENCE OF JOURNALISTS.

Subject to article 167 of this Constitution, thetiNiaal Media Commission shall not exercise
any control or direction over the professional fumts of a person engaged in the production
of newspapers or other means of communication.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN
FINANCE

General
174. TAXATION.

(1) No taxation shall be imposed otherwise thawibynder the authority of an Act of
Parliament.

(2) Where an Act, enacted in accordance with cl@lisef this article, confers power on any
person or authority to waive or vary a tax impobgdhat Act, the exercise of the power of
waiver or variation, in favour of any person ortanrity, shall be subject to the prior approval
of Parliament by resolution.



(3) Parliament may by resolution, supported byibtes of not less than two-thirds of all
members of Parliament, exempt the exercise of amepfrom the provisions of clause (2) of
this article.

175. PUBLIC FUNDS OF GHANA.

The public funds of Ghana shall be the Consolid&iaad, the Contingency Fund and such
other public funds as may be established by or utgeauthority of an Act of Parliament.

176. THE CONSOLIDATED FUND.
(1) There shall be paid into the Consolidated Fsndject to the provisions of this article—

(a) all revenues or other moneys raised or recdethe purposes of, or on behalf of, the
Government; and

(b) any other moneys raised or received in trustdoon behalf of, the Government,

(2) The revenues or other moneys referred to inseld1) of this article shall not include
revenues or other moneys—

(a) that are payable by or under an Act of Parlisinm@o some other fund established for
specific purposes; or

(b) that may, by or under an Act of Parliamentrdtained by the department of government
that received them for the purposes of defrayimgetkpenses of that department.

177. CONTINGENCY FUND.

(1) There shall be paid into the Contingency Furmheys voted for the purpose by
Parliament; and advances may be made from that Whiah are authorised by the
committee responsible for financial measures ihidaent whenever that committee is
satisfied that there has arisen an urgent or uséame need for expenditure for which no other
provision exists to meet the need.

(2) Where an advance is made from the Contingenoyl & supplementary estimate shall be
presented as soon as possible to Parliament fauitpese of replacing the amount so
advanced.

178. WITHDRAWAL FROM PUBLIC FUNDS, ETC.

(1) No moneys shall be withdrawn from the ConsaédaFund except—

(a) to meet expenditure that is charged on thatlFyrthis Constitution or by an Act of
Parliament; or

(b) where the issue of those moneys has been @eter

(i) by an Appropriation Act; or



(i) by a supplementary estimate approved by reswiwf Parliament passed for the purpose;
or

(iif) by an Act of Parliament enacted under artiti9 of this Constitution; or

(iv) by rules or regulations made under an Act afliB@ment in respect of trust moneys paid
into the Consolidated Fund.

(2) No moneys shall be withdrawn from any publinduother than the Consolidated Fund
and the Contingency Fund, unless the issue of timaseys has been authorised by or under
the authority of an Act of Parliament.

179. AUTHORISATION OF EXPENDITURE.

(1) The President shall cause to be prepared @&htiddore Parliament at least one month
before the end of the financial year, estimatehefrevenues and expenditure of the
Government of Ghana for the following financial gea

(2) The estimates of the expenditure of all pubficces and public corporations, other than
those set up as commercial ventures—

(a) shall be classified under programmes or a@i/ivhich shall be included in a bill to be
known as an Appropriation Bill and which shall b&roduced into Parliament to provide for
the issue from the Consolidated Fund or such @ppropriate fund, of the sums of money
necessary to meet that expenditure and the apptigoriof those sums for the purposes
specified in that bill; and

(b) shall, in respect of payments charged on thesGladated Fund, be laid before Parliament
for the information of members of Parliament.

(3) The Chief Justice shall, in consultation witlke tludicial Council, cause to be submitted to
the President at least two months before the eradi financial year, and thereafter as and
when the need arises—

(a) the estimates of administrative expenses oftigkciary charged on the Consolidated
Fund under article 127 of this Constitution; and

(b) estimates of development expenditure of théclany.
(4) The President shall, at the time specifiedause (1) of this article, or thereafter, as and
when submitted to him under clause (3) of thicchticause the estimates referred to in clause

(3) of this article to be laid before Parliament.

(5) The estimates shall be laid before Parliamedeuclause (4) by the President without
revision but with any recommendations that the Gavent may have on them.

(6) The development expenditure of the Judicidrgpproved by Parliament, shall be a
charge on the Consolidated Fund.

(7) Parliament shall prescribe the procedure ferpgtesentation of Appropriation Bills.



(8) Where, in respect of a financial year, it iarid that the amount of moneys appropriated
by the Appropriation Act for any purpose is insciéint or that a need has arisen for
expenditure for a purpose for which no sum of maregs been appropriated by that Act, a
supplementary estimate showing the sum of moneyinet} shall be laid before Parliament
for its approval.

(9) Where, in the case of a financial year, a supgeintary estimate has been approved by
Parliament in accordance with clause (8) of thilar a supplementary Appropriation Bill
shall be introduced into Parliament in the finahgear next following the financial year to
which the estimate relates, providing for the appedion of the sum so approved for the
purposes specified in that estimate.

(10) Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceditauses of this article, the President may
cause to be prepared and laid before Parliamentass of revenue and expenditure of
Ghana for periods of over one year.

(11) Whenever in the estimates prepared in accoedaith clauses (1) and (8) of this article
provision is made for an item or vote other thantii@ Contingency Fund, not relating to a
specific item of expenditure, any moneys voted agli@ment in respect of that item or vote
shall be under the control and supervision of a @dtee which shall consist of the
President, the Speaker and the Chairman of the clmfrState.

180. EXPENDITURE IN ADVANCE OF APPROPRIATION.

Where it appears to the President that the Appatipri Act in respect of any financial year
will not come into operation by the beginning cdtfinancial year, he may, with the prior
approval of Parliament by a resolution, authorsewithdrawal of moneys from the
Consolidated Fund for the purpose of meeting exipperednecessary to carry on the services
of the Government in respect of the period expithmge months from the beginning of the
financial year or on the coming into operationlted Act whichever is earlier.

181. LOANS.
(1) Parliament may, by a resolution supported Iewbtes of a majority of all the members of
Parliament, authorise the Government to enterantagreement for the granting of a loan out

of any public fund or public account.

(2) An agreement entered into under clause (1hisfarticle shall be laid before Parliament
and shall not come into operation unless it is apgd by a resolution of Parliament.

(3) No loan shall be raised by the Government dralief itself or any other public
institution or authority otherwise than by or untleg authority of an Act of Parliament.

(4) An Act of Parliament enacted in accordance wigtuse (3) of this article shall provide—

(a) that the terms and conditions of a loan shalbi before Parliament and shall not come
into operation unless they have been approvedrbgaution of Parliament; and



(b) that any moneys received in respect of that kleall be paid into the Consolidated Fund
and form part of that Fund or into some other puhind of Ghana either existing or created
for the purposes of the loan.

(5) This article shall, with the necessary modiiimas by Parliament, apply to an international
business or economic transaction to which the Gowent is a party as it applies to a loan.

(6) For the purposes of this article, “loan” inahsdany moneys lent or given to or by the
Government on condition of return or repayment, amg other form of borrowing or lending
in respect of which—

(a) moneys from the Consolidated Fund or any ghléfic fund may be used for payment or
repayment; or

(b) moneys from any fund by whatever name calletil#ished for the purposes of payment
or repayment whether directly or indirectly, mayused for payment or repayment.

(7) The Minister responsible for finance shallsath times as Parliament may determine,
present to Parliament any information concerningdiscrepancies relating to—

(a) the granting of loans, their repayment andiseny;,

(b) the payment into the Consolidated Fund or othalic fund of moneys derived from
loans raised on institutions outside Ghana.

182. PUBLIC DEBT.

(1) The public debt of Ghana shall be charged erbnsolidated Fund and other public
funds of Ghana.

(2) For the purposes of this article, the publibtdshall include interest on that debt, sinking
fund payments and redemption moneys in respediabfdebt and the costs, charges and
expenses incidental to the management of that debt.

183. CENTRAL BANK.

(1) The Bank of Ghana shall be the Central Banklodna and shall be the only authority to
issue the currency of Ghana.

(2) The Bank of Ghana shall—

(a) promote and maintain the stability of the coneseof Ghana and direct and regulate the
currency system in the interest of the economigiass of Ghana;

(b) be the sole custodian of State funds of Ghantla idp and outside Ghana and may, by
notice published in th&azette, authorise any other person or authority to acet asstodian of
any such fund as may be specified in the notice;



(c) encourage and promote economic developmentrenefficient utilisation of the

resources of Ghana through effective and effioigratration of a banking and credit system in
Ghana; and

(d) do all other things not inconsistent with tarticle as may be prescribed by law.

(3) The Governor of the Bank of Ghana shall, fa plurposes of this article, disallow any
transaction or transfer involving directly or inglitly, any foreign exchange whether in or
outside Ghana, which is contrary to law.

(4) The following shall apply to the Governor oétBank of Ghana—

(a) he shall be appointed by the President actirgpnsultation with the Council of State for
periods of four years each;

(b) he shall, notwithstanding article 285 of thisnStitution be the chairman of the governing
body of the Bank of Ghana;

(c) his emoluments shall not be reduced while heicoes to hold office as Governor;

(d) he shall not be removed from office exceptlmmgame grounds and in the same manner
as a Justice of the Superior Court of Judicatureerahan the Chief Justice, may be removed.

184. FOREIGN EXCHANGE DEALINGS.

(2) The Committee of Parliament responsible foaficial measures shall monitor the foreign
exchange receipts and payments or transfers @ddh& of Ghana in and outside Ghana and
shall report on them to Parliament once in evexyrsinths.

(2) The Bank of Ghana shall, not later than threatms—

(a) after the end of the first six months of itsaincial year; and

(b) after the end of its financial year;

submit to the Auditor-General for audit, a statetwdnts foreign exchange receipts and
payments or transfers in and outside Ghana.

(3) The Auditor-General shall, not later than thme@nths after the submission of the
statement referred to in clause (2) of this artisidomit his report to Parliament on the
statement.

(4) Parliament shall debate the report of the Aurdieneral and appoint, where necessary, in
the public interest, a committee to deal with aratters arising from the report.

Satistical Service
185. STATISTICAL SERVICE.

(1) There shall be a Statistical Service whichldloam part of the public services of Ghana.



(2) The head of the Statistical Service shall lreGovernment Statistician.

(3) The Government Statistician shall be appoitmgthe President in consultation with the
Council of State.

186. STATISTICAL SERVICE BOARD.
(1) There shall be a Statistical Service Board Wisicall consist of—

(a) a chairman and not more than five other meméldeécs whom shall be appointed by the
President having regard to their expert knowledlgepnsultation with the Council of State;
and

(b) the Government Statistician.

(2) The Government Statistician, under the supenvief the Statistical Service Board, shall
be responsible for the collection, compilation,lgsia and publication of socio-economic
data on Ghana and shall perform such other funetiemmay be prescribed by or under an
Act of Parliament.

(3) The Statistical Service Board may prescribenia@ner in which data may be compiled
and kept by any person or authority in Ghana.

The Auditor-General
187. THE AUDITOR-GENERAL.
(1) There shall be an Auditor-General of Ghana wlaffice shall be a public office.

(2) The public accounts of Ghana and of all pubficces, including the courts, the central
and local government administrations, of the Ursitess and public institutions of like
nature, of any public corporation or other bodypganisation established by an Act of
Parliament shall be audited and reported on bytidtor-General.

(3) For the purposes of clause (2) of this artittie, Auditor-General or any person authorised
or appointed for the purpose by the Auditor-Genghalll have access to all books, records,
returns and other documents relating or relevatitdse accounts.

(4) The public accounts of Ghana and of all otlespns or authorities referred to in clause
(2) of this article shall be kept in such form las Auditor-General shall approve.

(5) The Auditor-General shall, within six monthseafthe end of the immediately preceding
financial year to which each of the accounts memtibin clause (2) of this article relates,
submit his report to Parliament and shall, in tlegiort, draw attention to any irregularities in
the accounts audited and to any other matter whitins opinion ought to be brought to the
notice of Parliament.

(6) Parliament shall debate the report of the Aureiieneral and appoint where necessary, in
the public interest, a committee to deal with aratters arising from it.



(7) In the performance of his functions under @nstitution or any other law the Auditor-
General—

(a) shall not be subject to the direction or cdnifaany other person or authority;
(b) may disallow any item of expenditure which @trary to law and surcharge—

(i) the amount of any expenditure disallowed ugwngerson responsible for incurring or
authorising the expenditure; or

(i) any sum which has not been duly brought intoaant, upon the person by whom the sum
ought to have been brought into account; or

(iif) the amount of any loss or deficiency, upoty @erson by whose negligence or
misconduct the loss or deficiency has been incurred

(8) Paragraph (a) of clause (7) of this articldlstat preclude the President, acting in
accordance with the advice of the Council of Steiten requesting the Auditor-General in
the public interest, to audit, at any particulargj the accounts of any such body or
organisation as is referred to in clause (2) of #rticle.

(9) A person aggrieved by a disallowance or sugdanade by the Auditor-General may
appeal to the High Court.

(10) The Rules of Court Committee may, by consotadl instrument, make Rules of Court
for the purposes of clause (9) of this article.

(11) The salary and allowances payable to the Auddeneral shall be a charge on the
Consolidated Fund.

(12) The salary and allowances payable to the Auddeneral, his rights in respect of leave
of absence, retiring award or retiring age shallb®varied to his disadvantage during his
tenure of office.

(13) The provisions of article 146 of this Condiiu relating to the removal of a Justice of
the Superior Court of Judicature from office slagply to the Auditor-General.

(14) The administrative expenses of the officehef Auditor-General including all salaries,
allowances, gratuities and pensions payable to oedpect of persons serving in the Audit
Service shall be a charge on the Consolidated Fund.

(15) The accounts of the office of the Auditor-Gexiahall be audited and reported upon by
an auditor appointed by Parliament.

(16) A person appointed to be the Auditor-Genef&loana shall, before entering upon the
duties of his office, take and subscribe the Oath® Auditor-General set out in the Second
Schedule to this Constitution.

The Audit Service



188. THE AUDIT SERVICE.

There shall be an Audit Service which shall formt péthe public services of Ghana.
189. THE AUDIT SERVICE BOARD.

(1) There shall be an Audit Service Board whichlstansist of—

(a) a chairman and four other members appointdtido¥President, acting in consultation with
the Council of State;

(b) the Auditor-General; and
(c) the Head of the Civil Service or his represenea

(2) The appointment of officers and other employiadbe Audit Service, other than the
Auditor-General, shall be made by the Audit SerBoard, acting in consultation with the
Public Services Commission.

(3) The Audit Service Board shall, acting in comstibn with the Public Services
Commission—

(a) determine the terms and conditions of serviadfecers and other employees in the Audit
Service; and

(b) by constitutional instrument, make regulatiéorsthe effective and efficient
administration of the Audit Service.

(4) A member of the Audit Service Board, other thiza Auditor-General or the Head of the
Civil Service or his representative, may be remdvenh office by the President, acting in
accordance with the advice of the Council of Stiteinability to perform the functions of
his office arising from infirmity of mind or bodyr dor any other sufficient cause.

CHAPTER FOURTEEN
THE PUBLIC SERVICES

190. THE PUBLIC SERVICES OF GHANA.
(1) The Public Services of Ghana shall include—

(a) the Civil Service,

the Judicial Service,

the Audit Service,

the Education Service,

the Prisons Service,

the Parliamentary Service,

the Health Service,

the Statistical Service,

the National Fire Service,

the Customs, Excise and Preventive Service,



the Internal Revenue Service,

the Police Service,

the Immigration Service; and

the Legal Service;

(b) public corporations other than those set upoasmercial ventures;
(c) public services established by this Constitytend

(d) such other public services as Parliament malglyprescribe.

(2) The Civil Service shall, until provision is etlwise made by Parliament, comprise service
in both central and local government.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Constitutian,Act of Parliament enacted by virtue of
clause (1) of this article shall provide for—

(a) the governing council for the public servicenaich it relates;

(b) the functions of that service; and

(c) the membership of that service.

(4) For the purposes of this article “public cogiarn” means a public corporation
established in accordance with article 192 of @usistitution other than one set up as a
commercial venture.

191. PROTECTION OF PUBLIC OFFICERS.

A member of the public services shall not be—

(a) victimized or discriminated against for havitigcharged his duties faithfully in
accordance with this Constitution; or

(b) dismissed or removed from office or reducedamk or otherwise punished without just
cause.

192. ESTABLISHMENT OF PUBLIC CORPORATIONS.
A public corporation shall not be established exdgpAct of Parliament.
193. HEAD OF THE CIVIL SERVICE.

(1) The President shall, acting in accordance thighadvice of the Public Services
Commission, appoint a public officer as the HeathefCivil Service.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Constitutitme Head of the Civil Service shall not hold
any other public office.

194. THE PUBLIC SERVICES COMMISSION.



(1) There shall be a Public Services Commissiorclwvkhall perform such functions as
assigned to it by this Constitution or by any otlaev.

(2) The Public Services Commission shall consist of

(a) a chairman, a vice-chairman and three otherlmesnwho shall be full-time members of
the Commission; and

(b) such other members as Parliament may, sulgestitle 70 of this Constitution, by law
prescribe.

(3) A person shall not be qualified to be appoirdedember of the Public Services
Commission—

(a) if he is not qualified to be elected as a manadb@&arliament; or
(b) if he is otherwise disqualified from holdingpablic office.

(4) A person holding a public office shall, uponrngeappointed a full-time member of the
Public Services Commission, resign from that pubffce.

(5) Subject to clause (6) of this article, the termd conditions of service including retiring
ages of a Justice of the Court of Appeal shallyappthe Chairman of the Public Services
Commission and those of a Justice of the High Cshatl apply to the Vice-Chairman.

(6) The provisions of article 146 of this Consiibuatrelating to the removal from office of a
Justice of the Superior Court of Judicature, shilly—

(a) to the full-time members of the Public Servi€asmmission;

(b) to the members of the Commission referred foairagraph (b) of clause (2) of this article,
before the expiration of their period of servicgasvided by law.

(7) The salaries, allowances, facilities and peigés payable or available to the members of
the Commission other than the Chairman and Viceir@lam, shall be determined under
article 71 of this Constitution.

195. APPOINTMENTS, ETC. OF PUBLIC OFFICERS.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitutitme power to appoint persons to hold or to
act in an office in the public services shall vieghe President, acting in accordance with the
advice of the governing council of the service @ned given in consultation with the Public
Services Commission.

(2) The President may, subject to such conditienseamay think fit, delegate some of his
functions under this article by directions in wagito the governing council concerned or to a
committee of the council or to any member of ttategning council or to any public officer.



(3) The power to appoint persons to hold or aenroffice in a body of higher education,
research or professional training, shall vest endbuncil or other governing body of that
institution or body.

196. OTHER FUNCTIONS OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES COMMIS®HN.

The Public Services Commission shall have such powsed exercise such supervisory,
regulatory and consultative functions as Parlianséatl, by law, prescribe, including as may
be applicable, the supervision and regulation mifamce and promotion examinations,
recruitment and appointment into or promotions mitthe public services, and the
establishment of standards and guidelines on thestand conditions of employment in the
public services.

197. REGULATIONS.

The Public Services Commission may, subject tafhgroval of the President, make
regulations, by constitutional instrument, for gféective and efficient performance of its
functions under this Constitution or any other law.

198. INDEPENDENCE OF COMMISSION.

Except as otherwise provided in this Constitutmmany other law not inconsistent with this
Constitution, the Public Services Commission shatlbe subject to the control or direction
of any person or authority in the performance sfuinctions.

199. RETIRING AGE AND PENSION.

(1) A public officer shall, except as otherwisepd®d in this Constitution, retire from the
public service on attaining the age of sixty years.

(2) A public officer may, except as otherwise pd®d in this Constitution, retire from the
public service at any time after attaining the afj®rty-five years.

(3) The pension payable to any person shall be pxkéom tax.

8[(4) Notwithstanding clause (1) of this articlepablic officer who has retired from the
public service after attaining the age of sixtyefigears may, where the exigencies of the
service require, be engaged for a limited periodaifmore than two years at a time but not
exceeding five years in all and upon such othensesnd conditions as the appointing
authority shall determine.]

CHAPTER FIFTEEN
THE POLICE SERVICE

200. THE POLICE SERVICE.
(1) There shall be a Police Service of Ghana.

(2) No person or authority shall raise any polieerie except by or under the authority of an
Act of Parliament.



(3) The Police Service shall be equipped and miaiedisto perform its traditional role of
maintaining law and order.

201. THE POLICE COUNCIL.
There shall be established a Police Council whingldl £onsist of—

9(a) a chairman who shall be appointed by the Begsiacting in consultation with the
Council of State;]

(b) the Minister responsible for internal affairs;

(c) the Inspector-General of Police;

(d) the Attorney-General or his representative;

(e) a lawyer nominated by the Ghana Bar Association

(f) a representative of the Retired Senior Poli€gc€rs Association;

(g) two members of the Police Service, appointethbyPresident, acting in consultation with
the Council of State, one of whom shall be of agurank; and

(h) two other members appointed by the President.

202. INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF POLICE AND APPOINTMENT OFEMBERS OF
POLICE SERVICE.

(1) The Inspector-General of Police shall be apeciity the President acting in consultation
with the Council of State.

(2) The Inspector-General of Police shall be hdatie@Police Service and shall, subject to
the provisions of this article and to the contnodl @irection of the Police Council, be
responsible for the operational control and theiadmation of the Police Service.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Constitutitne power to appoint persons to hold or to
act in an office in the Police Service shall vesthe President, acting in accordance with the
advice of the Police Council.

(4) The President may, subject to such conditi@iseathinks fit, delegate some of his
functions under this article by directions in wrdito the Police Council or to a committee or
to a member of the Council.

203. FUNCTIONS OF THE POLICE COUNCIL.
(1) The Police Council shall advise the Presideninatters of policy relating to internal

security, including the role of the Police Servibadgeting and finance, administration and
the promotion of officers above the rank of Assisi@ommissioner of Police.



(2) The Police Council may, with the prior approgéthe President, by constitutional
instrument, make regulations for the performancigsdiinctions under this Constitution or
any other law and for the effective and efficiedimanistration of the Police Service.

(3) Regulations made under clause (2) of thislarsball include regulations in respect of—

(a) the control and administration of the Policevi®e;

(b) the ranks of officers and men of each unithefPolice Service, the members of each rank
and the use of uniforms by the members;

(c) the conditions of service including those relgto the enrolment, salaries, pensions,
gratuities and other allowances of officers and ;men

(d) the authority and powers of command of officeemgl men of the Police Service; and

(e) the delegation to other persons of powersgoipline persons and the conditions subject
to which delegations may be made.

204. REGIONAL POLICE COMMITTEES.

(1) There shall be established for each regiongidrRal Police Committee which shall
consist of—

(a) the Minister of State appointed for the regwhp shall be chairman;
(b) the two most senior members of the Police $eri the region;

(c) a representative of each district in the regippointed by the District Assembly in the
district;

(d) a lawyer practising in the region nominatedioy Ghana Bar Association;
(e) a representative of the Attorney-General; and
(f) a representative of the Regional House of Ghief

(2) A Regional Police Committee shall advise thédedCouncil on any matter relating to the
administration of the Police Service in the region.

CHAPTER SIXTEEN
THE PRISONS SERVICE

205. THE PRISONS SERVICE.
(1) There shall be a Prisons Service of Ghana.

(2) The Prisons Service shall be equipped and enaied to perform its traditional role
efficiently.



206. THE PRISONS SERVICE COUNCIL.
There shall be established a Prisons Service Cloirhaih shall consist of—

(a) a chairman who shall be appointed by the Begsiacting in consultation with the
Council of State;]

(b) the Minister responsible for internal affairs;

(c) the Director-General of the Prisons Service;

(d) a medical practitioner nominated by the Gharmalighl Association;

(e) a lawyer nominated by the Ghana Bar Association

(f) the Attorney-General or his representative;

(9) a representative of the Ministry or departmafrgtate responsible for social welfare;

(h) a representative of such religious bodies adtiesident may, in consultation with the
Council of State, appoint;

(i) two members of the Prisons Service appointethbyPresident in consultation with the
Council of State one of whom shall be of a junemk;

() a representative of the National House of Gjiahd
(k) two other members appointed by the President.

207. DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF PRISONS SERVICE AND APPOMENT OF
MEMBERS OF SERVICE.

(1) The Director-General of the Prisons Servicdl dleappointed by the President, acting in
consultation with the Council of State.

(2) The Director-General of the Prisons Servicdlshabject to the provisions of this article
and to the control and direction of the Prisons/i8erCouncil, be responsible for the
operational control and the administration of thisdhs Service.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Constitutitme power to appoint persons to hold or to
act in an office in the Prisons Service shall weshe President, acting in accordance with the
advice of the Prisons Service Council.

(4) The President may, subject to such conditienseathinks fit, delegate some of his
functions under this article by directions in wagito the Prisons Service Council or to a
Committee or a member of the Council.

208. FUNCTIONS OF PRISONS SERVICE COUNCIL.



(1) The Prisons Service Council shall advise thesident on matters of policy relating to the
organisation and maintenance of the prison syste@hana including the role of the Prisons
Service, prisons budgeting and finance, administmaind the promotion of officers above
the rank of Assistant Director of Prisons.

(2) The Prisons Service Council may, with the papproval of the President, by
constitutional instrument, make regulations for pleeformance of its functions under this
Constitution or any other law and for the effectarel efficient administration of prisons and
the Prisons Service.

(3) Regulations made under clause (2) of thislarsball include provisions relating to—

(a) the control and administration of prisons dm&lRrisons Service;

(b) the ranks of officers and men of the PrisonwiSe, the members of each rank and the use
of uniforms by the members;

(c) the conditions of service including those relgto the enrolment, salaries, pensions,
gratuities and other allowances of officers and ;men

(d) The authority and powers of command of theceffs and men of the Prisons Service;

(e) the delegation to other persons of powersgoipline persons and the conditions subject
to which delegations may be made;

(f) the parole system and the periodic review eft¢bnditions of prisoners and all other
persons in legal custody at intervals of not mbesntone year,

(g) the conditions under which persons may be adchinhto prisons;

(h) the making of reports of unjustified treatmefitand cruelty to, prisoners and persons in
legal custody and the manner in which the repdntsilsl be dealt with;

() the appointment and composition of welfare catteas for prisoners and discharged
prisoners and other persons released from legadays

(j)) ready access by lawyers to prisoners and gibesons in legal custody; and

(k) such measures, generally, as will ensure timedme treatment and welfare of prisoners
and other persons in legal custody, including tlowigion of literature and writing material.

209. REGIONAL PRISONS COMMITTEES.

(1) There shall be established for each regiong@dral Prisons Committee which shall
consist of—

(a) the Minister of State appointed for the regiwhp shall be chairman;

(b) the most senior member of the Prisons Serwvidke region;



(c) a representative of the Attorney-General,

(d) a lawyer practising in the region nominatedhr Ghana Bar Association;

(e) the Regional Director of Health Services;

() a medical practitioner in the region nominabgdthe Ghana Medical Association;

(9) the Regional Director of Social Welfare;

(h) a representative of the Regional House of Ghief

(i) representatives of such religious bodies aRbgional Minister may deem fit to appoint.

(2) A Regional Prisons Committee shall advise theoRs Service Council and the Director-
General of the Prisons Service on any matter nglat the administration of prisons and of

the Prisons Service in the region.

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN
THE ARMED FORCES OF GHANA

210. ARMED FORCES OF GHANA.

(1) There shall be the Armed Forces of Ghana wsinall consist of the Army, the Navy and
the Air Force and such other services for whichvigion is made by Parliament.

(2) No person shall raise an armed force exceptrlmnder the authority of an Act of
Parliament.

(3) The Armed Forces shall be equipped and maiediaio perform their role of defence of
Ghana as well as such other functions for the dgwveént of Ghana as the President may
determine.

211. ARMED FORCES COUNCIL.

There shall be established an Armed Forces Cowmidh shall consist of—

(@) a chairman who shall be the President or biminee;]

(b) the Ministers responsible for defence, foreadfairs and internal affairs;

(c) the Chief of Defence Staff, the Service Chaaigl a senior Warrant Officer or its
equivalent in the Armed Forces; and

(d) two other persons appointed by the Presiddamgain consultation with the Council of
State.

212. APPOINTMENTS.

(1) The President shall, acting in consultatiorhwvtiite Council of State, appoint—



(a) the Chief of Defence Staff of the Armed Forcey]
(b) the Service Chiefs.

(2) The President may, acting in accordance wihatlivice of the Armed Forces Council,
appoint officers of the Armed Forces who shall g such command as the Armed Forces
Council shall determine.

(3) The President shall, acting in accordance thighadvice of the Armed Forces Council,
grant commissions to officers of the Armed Forces.

(4) Subject to clause (3) of this article, the poweeappoint persons to hold or to act in an
office in the Armed Forces shall vest in the Prestdacting in accordance with the advice of
the Armed Forces Council.

213. THE CHIEF OF DEFENCE STAFF.

The Chief of Defence Staff of the Armed Forceslisisabject to the provisions of this article,
and to the control and direction of the Armed Fer€euncil on matters of policy, be
responsible for the administration and the openalicontrol and command of the Armed
Forces.

214. FUNCTIONS OF ARMED FORCES COUNCIL.

(1) The Armed Forces Council shall advise the Eeegion matters of policy relating to
defence and strategy including the role of the AtrRerces, military budgeting and finance,
administration and the promotion of officers abtive rank of Lieutenant-Colonel or its
equivalent.

(2) The Armed Forces Council may, with the priopiegval of the President, by constitutional
instrument, make regulations for the performancigsdiinctions under this Constitution or
any other law, and for the effective and efficiadiministration of the Armed Forces.

(3) Regulations made under clause (2) of thislarsball include regulations in respect of—
(a) the control and administration of the serviokthe Armed Forces;

(b) the ranks of officers and men of each sentloe members in each rank and the use of
uniforms by the officers and men,;

(c) the conditions of service including those relgto the enrolment, salaries, pensions,
gratuities and other allowances of officers and wiegach service and deductions from them;

(d) the authority and powers of command of officamgl men of each service;

(e) the delegation to other persons of powers nfroanding officers to try accused persons
and the conditions subject to which delegations beynade; and

(f) the establishment of research and developmeitd in each service.



215. DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS.

The Armed Forces Council may, subject to such ¢ as it may consider fit, delegate
some of its functions under this Chapter by dimwiin writing to a committee or a member
of the Council.

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN
COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
AND ADMINISTRATIVE JUSTICE

216. COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND ADMINISTRATIVEIUSTICE.

There shall be established by Act of Parliamenhnvisix months after Parliament first meets
after the coming into force of this ConstitutiorCammission on Human Rights and
Administrative Justice which shall consist of—

(a) a Commissioner for Human Rights and Administeafustice; and
(b) two Deputy Commissioners for Human Rights aminnistrative Justice.
217. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF COMMISSION.

The President shall appoint the members of the Gesiom under article 70 of this
Constitution.

218. FUNCTIONS OF COMMISSION.

The functions of the Commission shall be defined jarescribed by Act of Parliament and
shall include the duty—

(a) to investigate complaints of violations of fanaental rights and freedoms, injustice,
corruption, abuse of power and unfair treatmerarof person by a public officer in the
exercise of his official duties;

(b) to investigate complaints concerning the fumatig of the Public Services Commission,
the administrative organs of the State, the Armadés, the Police Service and the Prisons
Service in so far as complaints relate to the faito achieve a balanced structuring of those
services or equal access by all to the recruitraktitose services or fair administration in
relation to those services;

(c) to investigate complaints concerning practieed actions by persons, private enterprises
and other institutions where those complaints alldglations of fundamental rights and
freedoms under this Constitution;

(d) to take appropriate action to call for the regneg, correction and reversal of instances
specified in paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of thasisk through such means as are fair, proper
and effective, including—

(i) negotiation and compromise between the padmegerned;



(i) causing the complaint and its finding on itlde reported to the superior of an offending
person;

(i) bringing proceedings in a competent Court daremedy to secure the termination of the
offending action or conduct, or the abandonmerteration of the offending procedures;
and

(iv) bringing proceedings to restrain the enforcetred such legislation or regulation by
challenging its validity if the offending action conduct is sought to be justified by
subordinate legislation or regulation which is @s@nable or otherwisétra vires;

(e) to investigate all instances of alleged or eusgd corruption and the misappropriation of
public moneys by officials and to take approprsteps, including reports to the Attorney-
General and the Auditor-General, resulting fromhsinwestigations;

(f) to educate the public as to human rights aaddoms by such means as the Commissioner
may decide, including publications, lectures anadpysia; and

(g9) to report annually to Parliament on the perfange of its functions.
219. SPECIAL POWERS OF INVESTIGATION.

(1) The powers of the Commission shall be defingd&t of Parliament and shall include the
power—

(a) to issue subpoenas requiring the attendanaeyoperson before the Commission and the
production of any document or record relevant tpiamestigation by the Commission;

(b) to cause any person contemptuous of any sugbosma to be prosecuted before a
competent Court;

(c) to question any person in respect of any stibpadter under investigation before the
Commission;

(d) to require any person to disclose truthfullg &rankly any information within his
knowledge relevant to any investigation by the Cassioner.

(2) The Commissioner shall not investigate—
(a) a matter which is pending before a court orgiatitribunal; or

(b) a matter involving the relations or dealingsim®en the Government and any other
Government or an international organisation; or

(c) a matter relating to the exercise of the prativg of mercy.
220. REGIONAL AND DISTRICT BRANCHES OF COMMISSION.

An Act of Parliament enacted under article 216htd Constitution shall provide for the
creation of regional and district branches of tlenGhission.



221. QUALIFICATIONS OF COMMISSIONERS.

A person shall not be qualified for appointmena@ommissioner or a Deputy
Commissioner for Human Rights and Administrativstibe, unless he is—

(a) in the case of Commissioner, qualified for appoent as a Justice of the Court of Appeal,
and

(b) in the case of a Deputy Commissioner, qualifedappointment as a Justice of the High
Court.

222. COMMISSIONERS NOT TO HOLD OTHER PUBLIC OFFICE.
The Commissioner and Deputy Commissioners shalhalot any other public office.
223. TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SERVICE OF COMMISSIORE.

(1) The Commissioner and Deputy Commissioners simgdly the terms and conditions of
service of a Justice of the Court of Appeal andhHIpurt respectively.

(2) The Commissioner and Deputy Commissioners slealbe to hold office upon attaining
the ages of seventy and sixty-five years respdgtive

224. ACTING APPOINTMENTS.

Where the Commissioner dies, resigns or is reméreed office or is for any other reason
unable to perform the functions of his office, Br@sident shall, acting in consultation with
the Council of State, appoint a person qualifieeappointed Commissioner to perform
those functions until the appointment of a new Cassioner.

225. INDEPENDENCE OF COMMISSION AND COMMISSIONERS.

Except as provided by this Constitution or by atheo law not inconsistent with this
Constitution, the Commission and the Commissioskadl, in the performance of their
functions, not be subject to the direction or coindf any person or authority.

226. APPOINTMENT OF STAFF.

The appointment of officers and other employeeh®iCommission shall be made by the
Commission acting in consultation with the Publengces Commission.

227. EXPENSES OF COMMISSION CHARGED ON CONSOLIDATHEDND.
The administrative expenses of the Commission diclyisalaries, allowances and pensions
payable to, or in respect of, persons serving tiehCommission, shall be charged on the

Consolidated Fund.

228. REMOVAL OF COMMISSIONERS.



The procedure for the removal of the Commissionér@eputy Commissioners shall be the
same as that provided for the removal of a Jusfitke Court of Appeal and a Justice of the
High Court respectively under this Constitution.

229. INITIATION OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

For the purposes of performing his functions urides Constitution and any other law, the
Commissioner may bring an action before any cau@hana and may seek any remedy
which may be available from that court.

230. REGULATIONS.

Subject to the provisions of this Constitution amény Act of Parliament made under this
Chapter, the Commission shall make, by constitafiarstrument, regulations regarding the
manner and procedure for bringing complaints betarad the investigation of such
complaints.

CHAPTER NINETEEN
NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR CIVIC EDUCATION

231. ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR CIVIEDUCATION.

There shall be established by Act of Parliamenhivisix months after Parliament first meets
after the coming into force of this Constitutior\ational Commission for Civic Education in
this Chapter referred to as “the Commission”.

232. MEMBERSHIP OF COMMISSION.

(1) The Commission shall consist of a Chairman, Breputy Chairmen and four other
members.

(2) Members of the Commission shall be appointethbyPresident acting on the advice of
the Council of State.

(3) Members of the Commission shall be persons aveajualified to be elected as members
of Parliament.

(4) Members of the Commission shall be persons adhnot hold office in any political
party.

233. FUNCTIONS OF COMMISSION.
The functions of the Commission shall be—

(a) to create and sustain within the society tharaness of the principles and objectives of
this Constitution as the fundamental law of thegheof Ghana;

(b) to educate and encourage the public to defe@sdXonstitution at all times, against all
forms of abuse and violation;



(c) to formulate for the consideration of Governmé&mm time to time, programmes at the
national, regional and district levels aimed atisgag the objectives of this Constitution;

(d) to formulate, implement and oversee programimiesded to inculcate in the citizens of
Ghana awareness of their civic responsibilities @mdppreciation of their rights and
obligations as free people; and

(e) such other functions as Parliament may prescrib
234. INDEPENDENCE OF COMMISSION.

Except as otherwise provided in this Constitutiomaany other law which is not inconsistent
with this Constitution, the Commission shall notdoject to the direction or control of any
person or authority in the performance of its fiorcs.

235. TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SERVICE OF MEMBERS @OMMISSION.

(1) The Chairman of the Commission shall enjoydae terms and conditions of service as
a Justice of the Court of Appeal, and a Deputy @han of the Commission shall enjoy the
same terms and conditions of service as a Judtite ¢ligh Court.

(2) The other members of the Commission shall bifide on such terms and conditions as
may be approved by Parliament.

236. REMOVAL OF CHAIRMAN AND DEPUTY CHAIRMEN.

The procedure for the removal of the Chairman Beputy Chairman from office shall be the
same as that provided for the removal of a Jusfitke Court of Appeal and a Justice of the
High Court respectively under this Constitution.

237. REGIONAL AND DISTRICT BRANCHES OF COMMISSION.

Parliament shall, by law, provide for the estabhgimt of Regional and District branches of
the Commission.

238. APPOINTMENT OF STAFF.

The officers and employees of the Commission dielppointed by the Commission acting
in consultation with the Public Services Commission

239. EXPENSES OF COMMISSION CHARGED ON CONSOLIDATHEDND.
The administrative expenses of the Commissionuding salaries, allowances and pensions
payable to, or in respect of, persons serving thighCommission, shall be charged on the

Consolidated Fund.

CHAPTER TWENTY
DECENTRALIZATION AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

240. LOCAL GOVERNMENT.



(1) Ghana shall have a system of local governmeahtaaministration which shall, as far as
practicable, be decentralized.

(2) The system of decentralized local governmeall $tave the following features—

(a) Parliament shall enact appropriate laws to nthat functions, powers, responsibilities
and resources are at all times transferred fronC#rdral Government to local government
units in a co-ordinated manner;

(b) Parliament shall by law provide for the takmfgsuch measures as are necessary to
enhance the capacity of local government autheribeplan, initiate, co-ordinate; manage and
execute policies in respect of all matters affertime people within their areas, with a view to
ultimately achieving localization of those actiei

(c) there shall be established for each local gowent unit a sound financial base with
adequate and reliable sources of revenue;

(d) as far as practicable, persons in the senfit@cal government shall be subject to the
effective control of local authorities;

(e) to ensure the accountability of local governtarihorities, people in particular local
government areas shall, as far as practicablefftrelad the opportunity to participate
effectively in their governance.

241. DISTRICTS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

(1) For the purposes of local government, Ghanl sbaleemed to have been divided into
the districts in existence immediately before tbmmg into force of this Constitution.

(2) Parliament may by law make provision for theresving of the boundaries of districts or
for reconstituting the districts.

(3) Subject to this Constitution, a District Assdynghall be the highest political authority in
the district, and shall have deliberative, legisaand executive powers.

242. COMPOSITION OF DISTRICT ASSEMBLY.
A District Assembly shall consist of the followimgembers—

(a) one person from each local government electoes within the district elected by
universal adult suffrage;

(b) the member or members of Parliament from tstituencies that fall within the area of
authority of the District Assembly as members withie right to vote;

(c) the District Chief Executive of the districhd
(d) other members not being more than thirty pdroéall the members of the District

Assembly, appointed by the President in consultatith the traditional authorities and other
interest groups in the district.



243. DISTRICT CHIEF EXECUTIVE.

(1) There shall be a District Chief Executive foegy district who shall be appointed by the
President with the prior approval of not less thao-thirds majority of members of the
Assembly present and voting at the meeting.

(2) The District Chief Executive shall—

(a) preside at meetings of the Executive Commifabe Assembly;

(b) be responsible for the day-to-day performarfdeeexecutive and administrative
functions of the District Assembly; and

(c) be the chief representative of the Central Gawvent in the district.
(3) The office of District Chief Executive shalldmme vacant if—

(a) a vote of no confidence, supported by the vote®t less than two-thirds of all the
members of the District Assembly is passed agdinst or

(b) he is removed from office by the President; or
(c) he resigns or dies.
244, PRESIDING MEMBER.

(1) The District Assembly shall have a Presidingmber who shall be elected by the
Assembly from among its members.

(2) The Presiding Member shall be elected by at l@o-thirds majority of all the members
of the Assembly.

(3) The Presiding Member shall—
(a) preside over the meetings of the Assembly;
(b) perform such other functions as may be presdrity law.

(4) Subject to clause (5) of this article, the terhoffice of the Presiding Member shall be
two years and he shall be eligible for re-election.

(5) The Presiding Member shall cease to hold offibenever the Assembly by a majority of
at least two-thirds of all the members of the Adslgruote to remove him from office.

245. FUNCTIONS OF DISTRICT ASSEMBLIES.
Parliament shall, by law, prescribe the functiohBistrict Assemblies which shall include—

(a) the formulation and execution of plans, prograss and strategies for the effective
mobilization of the resources necessary for thealvdevelopment of the district;



(b) the levying and collection of taxes, ratesjekiand fees.
246. TERM OF DISTRICT ASSEMBLY.

(1) Elections to the District Assemblies shall leédhevery four years except that such
elections and elections to Parliament shall be aeldast six months apart.

(2) Unless he resigns or dies or he earlier ceaslesld office under clause (3) of article 243
of this Constitution, the term of office of the Bist Chief Executive shall be four years; and
a person shall not hold office as a District Cli&Ecutive for more than two consecutive
terms.

247. QUALIFICATIONS AND PROCEDURES.

Subject to this Constitution, the qualifications foembership of a District Assembly, the
procedures of a District Assembly and other loealegnment units lower than a District
Assembly that may be created, shall be providedydaw.

248. POLITICAL PARTIES AND CANDIDATES FOR ELECTIONO LOCAL
GOVERNMENT UNITS.

(1) A candidate seeking election to a District Asbe or any lower local government unit
shall present himself to the electorate as an iddat, and shall not use any symbol
associated with any political party.

(2) A political party shall not endorse, sponsdfena platform to or in anyway campaign for
or against a candidate seeking election to a bishssembly or any lower local government
unit.

249. REVOCATION OF MANDATE BY ELECTORATE.

Subject to any procedure established by law, thedat@ of a member of a District Assembly
may be revoked by the electorate or the appoiriody.

250. EMOLUMENTS OF DISTRICT CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND PREDING MEMBER.

(1) The emoluments of a District Chief ExecutiveadDistrict Assembly shall be determined
by Parliament and shall be charged on the Congetidaund.

(2) The emoluments of a Presiding Member of a Riskssembly and other members of the
Assembly shall be determined by the District Assigrand paid out of the Assembly’s own
resources.

251. EXECUTIVE COMMITEE.
(1) There shall be established an Executive Coramitf a District Assembly which shall be

responsible for the performance of the executiveadministrative functions of the District
Assembly.



(2) The composition of the Executive Committee #veprocedure for its deliberations shall
be as provided for by law.

252. DISTRICT ASSEMBLIES COMMON FUND AND GRANTS-IMD.

(1) There shall be a fund to be known as the Ris&kssemblies Common Fund.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Constituti®arliament shall annually make provision
for the allocation of not less than five percenttd total revenues of Ghana to the District
Assemblies for development; and the amount shaghide into the District Assemblies

Common Fund in quarterly instalments.

(3) The moneys accruing to the District Assembinethe Common Fund shall be distributed
among all the District Assemblies on the basis fairmula approved by Parliament.

(4) There shall be appointed by the President thithapproval of Parliament, a District
Assemblies Common Fund Administrator.

(5) Parliament shall by law prescribe the functiand tenure of office of the Administrator in
such a manner as will ensure the effective and@ojei administration of the District
Assemblies Common Fund.

(6) Nothing in this Chapter or any other law shu&ltaken to prohibit the State or other bodies
from making grants-in-aid to any District Assembly.

253. AUDIT.

The Auditor-General shall audit the accounts ofDisrict Assemblies annually and shall
submit his reports on the audit to Parliament.

254, FURTHER DECENTRALIZATION.

Parliament shall enact laws and take steps negefssdurther decentralization of the
administrative functions and projects of the CdrBavernment but shall not exercise any
control over the District Assemblies that is incatiple with their decentralized status, or
otherwise contrary to law.

255. REGIONAL CO-ORDINATING COUNCILS.

(1) There shall be established a Regional Co-otitig&ouncil in each region, which shall
consist of—

(a) the Regional Minister and his deputy or demtie
(b) the Presiding Member and the District Chief &xeve from each district in the Region;
(c) two chiefs from the Regional House of Chiefsgl a

(d) the Regional Heads of the decentralized miesin the region as members without the
right to vote;



(2) The Regional Minister shall be the Chairmathef Regional Co-ordinating Council.

(3) Subject to this Chapter, the functions of aiBeg Co-ordinating Council shall be as
prescribed by Act of Parliament.

256. REGIONAL MINISTERS AND DEPUTY REGIONAL MINISTRES.

(1) The President shall, with the prior approvaPafliament, appoint for each region, a
Minister of State who shall—

(a) represent the President in the region; and

(b) be responsible for the co-ordination and diogcbf the administrative machinery in the
region.

(2) The President may, in consultation with the istier of State for a region and with the
prior approval of Parliament, appoint for the regaoDeputy Minister or Deputy Ministers to
perform such functions as the President may determi

CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE
LANDS AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Public Lands
257. PUBLIC LANDS AND OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTY.

(1) All public lands in Ghana shall be vested ie Bresident on behalf of, and in trust for, the
people of Ghana.

(2) For the purposes of this article, and subjedause (3) of this article, “public lands”
includes any land which, immediately before the rwninto force of this Constitution, was
vested in the Government of Ghana on behalf of,iatiaist for, the people of Ghana for the
public service of Ghana, and any other land acduireéhe public interest, for the purposes of
the Government of Ghana before, on or after thig. da

(3) For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby dexdahat all lands in the Northern, Upper East
and Upper West Regions of Ghana which immediatefgre the coming into force of this
Constitution were vested in the Government of Ghaeanot public lands within the meaning
of clauses (1) and (2) of this article.

(4) Subject to the provisions of this Constitutiali,lands referred to in clause (3) of this
article shall vest in any person who was the ovafi¢he land before the vesting, or in the
appropriate skin without further assurance thas ¢hause.

(5) Clauses (3) and (4) of this article shall béheit prejudice to the vesting by the
Government in itself of any land which is requiredhe public interest for public purposes.

(6) Every mineral in its natural state in, undeupon any land in Ghana, rivers, streams,
water courses throughout Ghana, the exclusive esimmone and any area covered by the



territorial sea or continental shelf is the propetthe Republic of Ghana and shall be vested
in the President on behalf of, and in trust forpleple of Ghana.

Lands Commission
258. LANDS COMMISSION.

(1) There shall be established a Lands Commisslaohashall, in co-ordination with the
relevant public agencies and governmental bode$opn the following functions—

(a) on behalf of the Government, manage publicdaar any lands vested in the President
by this Constitution or by any other law or anydarvested in the Commission;

(b) advise the Government, local authorities aaditional authorities on the policy
framework for the development of particular areB&loana to ensure that the development of
individual pieces of land is co-ordinated with tleéevant development plan for the area
concerned;

(c) formulate and submit to Government recommendaton national policy with respect to
land use and capability;

(d) advise on, and assist in the execution of,raprehensive programme for the registration
of title to land throughout Ghana;

(e) perform such other functions as the Ministepomsible for lands and natural resources
may assign to the Commission;

(2) The Minister responsible for lands and natoeaburces may, with the approval of the
President, give general directions in writing te trands Commission on matters of policy in
respect of the functions of the Commission anddbmmission shall comply with the
directions.

259. MEMBERSHIP OF COMMISSION.

The Lands Commission shall consist of the followrggsons appointed by the President
under article 70 of this Constitution—

(a) a chairman, who is neither a Minister of Stadea Deputy Minister;

(b) one representative each of the following bodi@sinated in each case by the body
concerned—

(i) the National House of Chiefs;
(ii) the Ghana Bar Association;
(iif) the Ghana Institution of Surveyors;

(iv) each Regional Lands Commission;



(v) the Department responsible for town and coupltayning;

(vi) the National Association of Farmers and Fisien;

(vii) the Environmental Protection Council; and

(viii) the Ministry responsible for Lands and NaUResources; and

(c) the Chief Administrator of the Lands Commissvamo shall be the Executive Secretary.
260. REGIONAL LANDS COMMISSION.

(1) The Lands Commission shall have a branch ih eagion to be known as a Regional
Lands Commission for the performance of the fumdispecified in article 258 of this

Constitution in respect of the region.

(2) The activities of all the Regional Lands Consross shall be co-ordinated by the Lands
Commission.

261. MEMBERSHIP OF REGIONAL LANDS COMMISSION.

A Regional Lands Commission shall consist of tHewing persons appointed by the
Minister responsible for lands and natural resastee

(a) a chairman who is neither a Minister of StaieanDeputy Minister;

(b) a representative each of the following bodmesach case nominated by the body
concerned—

(i) the Regional House of Chiefs;

(ii) each District Assembly within the region; and

(i) the Department responsible for town and coypianning;

(c) a nominee of the Ghana Bar Association praxgisi the region;

(d) a nominee of the Ghana Institution of Surveywegtising in the region;
(e) the National Association of Farmers and Fislegrnand

(f) the Regional Lands Officer.

262. REGIONAL LANDS OFFICER.

(1) Each Regional Lands Commission shall have adrRagLands Officer.

(2) The Regional Lands Officer shall be a Membeaurad Secretary to the Regional Lands
Commission.



263. QUALIFICATIONS OF MEMBERS.

A person shall not be qualified for appointmenaasember of the Lands Commission or of a
Regional Lands Commission other than the Execi8m&retary and the Regional Lands
Officer unless he is qualified to be a member afi@aent, except that for the avoidance of
doubt, a person shall not be disqualified to besaniyer under this article by reason only of
his being a public officer.

264. TENURE OF OFFICE OF MEMBERS OF COMMISSION.

(1) The Chairman and members of the Lands Commmisaiad also, the Chairman and
members of a Regional Lands Commission other tharmckecutive Secretary and the
Regional Lands Officer shall hold office for fouears and may be eligible for re-
appointment.

(2) The office of the Chairman or a member of tl@ds Commission or of a Regional Lands
Commission other than the Executive Secretary hadRegional Lands Officer shall become
vacant if—

(a) he ceases to hold office under clause (1)isfaticle;

(b) any circumstance arises that would cause hibetdisqualified for appointment under
article 263 of this Constitution;

(c) he is removed from office by the Presidentothe case of a member of a Regional
Lands Commission, by the Minister responsible &mdls and natural resources for inability to
perform the functions of his office or for statecsbhehaviour.

265. INDEPENDENCE OF LANDS COMMISSION.

Except as otherwise provided in this Constitutiomaany other law which is not inconsistent
with this Constitution, the Lands Commission siall be subject to the direction or control
of any person or authority, in the performance®functions.

Ownership of land by Non-Citizens
266. OWNERSHIP OF LAND BY NON-CITIZENS.

(1) No interest in, or right over, any land in Ghaall be created which vests in a person
who is not a citizen of Ghana a freehold interesany land in Ghana.

(2) An agreement, deed or conveyance of whatewereyavhich seeks, contrary to clause (1)
of this article, to confer on a person who is noitaen of Ghana any freehold interest in, or
right over, any land is void.

(3) Where, on the twenty-second day of August 1869,person not being a citizen of Ghana
had a freehold interest in or right over any lam@&Ghana, that interest or right shall be
deemed to be a leasehold interest for a periottpfykars at a peppercorn rent commencing
from the twenty-second day of August 1969, andridehold reversionary interest in any
such land shall vest in the President on behakmad, in trust for, the people of Ghana.



(4) No interest in, or right over, any land in Ghaall be created which vests in a person
who is not a citizen of Ghana a leasehold for m tef more than fifty years at any one time.

(5) Where on the twenty-second day of August 1969merson not being a citizen of Ghana
had a leasehold interest in, or right over, ang lemGhana for an unexpired period of more
than fifty years, that interest in, or right ovany such land shall be deemed to be an interest
or right subsisting for a period of fifty years carancing from the twenty-second day of
August 1969.

Sool and Skin Lands and Property
267. STOOL AND SKIN LANDS AND PROPERTY.

(1) All stool lands in Ghana shall vest in the aygprate stool on behalf of, and in trust for the
subjects of the stool in accordance with custoneamyand usage.

(2) There shall be established the Office of thenkdstrator of Stool Lands which shall be
responsible for—

(a) the establishment of a stool land account &@hestool into which shall be paid all rents,
dues, royalties, revenues or other payments whethbe nature of income or capital from
the stool lands;

(b) the collection of all such rents, dues, rogaltirevenues or other payments whether in the
nature of income or capital, and to account fonthe the beneficiaries specified in clause (6)
of this article; and

(c) the disbursement of such revenues as may eentieed in accordance with clause (6) of
this article.

(3) There shall be no disposition or developmerarof stool land unless the Regional Lands
Commission of the region in which the land is diédhas certified that the disposition or
development is consistent with the development gtamn up or approved by the planning
authority for the area concerned.

(4) Where the Regional Lands Commission fails @uges to give the consent and
concurrence under clause (3) of this article, a@eraggrieved by the failure or refusal may
appeal to the High Court.

(5) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution,interest in, or right over, any stool land in
Ghana shall be created which vests in any persbody of persons a freehold interest
howsoever described.

(6) Ten per cent of the revenue accruing from denuds shall be paid to the office of the
Administrator of Stool Lands to cover administratexpenses; and the remaining revenue
shall be disbursed in the following proportions—

(a) twenty-five percent to the stool through treglitional authority for the maintenance of the
stool in keeping with its status;



(b) twenty percent to the traditional authoritydan

(c) fifty-five percent to the District Assembly, thin the area of authority of which the stool
lands are situated.

(7) The Administrator of Stool Lands and the Regidrands Commission shall consult with
the stools and other traditional authorities imaditters relating to the administration and
development of stool land and shall make availadbtbem all relevant information and data.

(8) The Lands Commission and the Administrator toioSlands shall co-ordinate with all
relevant public agencies and traditional authaitiad stools in preparing a policy framework
for the rational and productive development andagament of stool lands.

(9) Parliament may provide for the establishmeriRefional branches of the Office of the
Administrator of Stool Lands to perform, subjecthe directions of the Administrator of
Stool Lands, the functions of the Administratothe region concerned.

Protecting Natural Resources

268. PARLIAMENTARY RATIFICATION OF AGREEMENTS RELAING TO
NATURAL RESOURCES.

(1) Any transaction, contract or undertaking inwodythe grant of a right or concession by or
on behalf of any person including the Governmer&béna, to any other person or body of
persons howsoever described, for the exploitatiang mineral, water or other natural
resource of Ghana made or entered into after thengpinto force of this Constitution shall
be subject to ratification by Parliament.

(2) Parliament may, by resolution supported byJbites of not less than two-thirds of all the
members of Parliament, exempt from the provisidrdause (1) of this article any particular
class of transactions, contracts or undertakings.

269. NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSIONS.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constituti®arliament shall, by or under an Act of
Parliament, provide for the establishment, withxasonths after Parliament first meets after
the coming into force of this Constitution, of aridrals Commission, a Forestry Commission,
Fisheries Commission and such other CommissioRadmment may determine, which shall
be responsible for the regulation and managemethieaditilization of the natural resources
concerned and the co-ordination of the policielation to them.

(2) Notwithstanding article 268 of this Constitutjd?arliament may, upon the
recommendation of any of the Commissions estaldislyevirtue of clause (1) of this article,
and upon such conditions as Parliament may presailthorise any other agency of
government to approve the grant of rights, conoassor contracts in respect of the
exploitation of any mineral, water or other natuedource of Ghana.

CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO
CHIEFTAINCY



270. INSTITUTION OF CHIEFTAINCY.

(1) The institution of chieftaincy, together witis traditional councils as established by
customary law and usage, is hereby guaranteed.

(2) Parliament shall have no power to enact anyéweh—

(a) confers on any person or authority the righddoord or withdraw recognition to or from a
chief for any purpose whatsoever; or

(b) in any way detracts or derogates from the hoaad dignity of the institution of
chieftaincy.

(3) Nothing in or done under the authority of aayIshall be held to be inconsistent with, or
in contravention of, clause (1) or (2) of this eiif the law makes provision for—

(a) the determination, in accordance with the appate customary law and usage, by a
traditional council, a Regional House of Chiefgloe National House of Chiefs or a
Chieftaincy Committee of any of them, of the valydbf the nomination, election, selection,
installation or deposition of a person as a chief;

(b) a traditional council or a Regional House ofeéffior the National House of Chiefs to
establish and operate a procedure for the regatrat chiefs and the public notification in
the Gazette or otherwise of the status of persons as chiezhana.

271. NATIONAL HOUSE OF CHIEFS.

(1) There shall be a National House of Chiefs.

(2) The House of Chiefs of each region shall edsanembers of the National House of
Chiefs five paramount chiefs from the region.

(3) Where in a region there are fewer than fiveapayunt chiefs, the House of Chiefs of the
region shall elect such number of divisional chessshall make up the required
representation of chiefs for the region.

272. FUNCTIONS OF THE NATIONAL HOUSE OF CHIEFS.

The National House of Chiefs shall—

(a) advise any person or authority charged withrasponsibility under this Constitution or
any other law for any matter relating to or affegtchieftaincy;

(b) undertake the progressive study, interpretadimh codification of customary law with a
view to evolving, in appropriate cases, a unifigstem of rules of customary law, and
compiling the customary laws and lines of succesapplicable to each stool or skin;

(c) undertake an evaluation of traditional cust@md usages with a view to eliminating those
customs and usages that are outmoded and socaaityfin;



(d) perform such other functions, not being incetesit with any function assigned to the
House of Chiefs of a region, as Parliament mayr ttefé.

273. JURISDICTION OF THE NATIONAL HOUSE OF CHIEFS.

(1) The National House of Chiefs shall have appelfjarisdiction in any cause or matter
affecting chieftaincy which has been determinedheyRegional House of Chiefs in a region,
from which appellate jurisdiction there shall beagpeal to the Supreme Court, with the
leave of the National House of Chiefs, or the Sm@€ourt.

(2) The appellate jurisdiction of the National Heuws Chiefs shall be exercised by a Judicial
Committee of the National House of Chiefs consgsthfive persons appointed by that
House from among its members.

(3) A Judicial Committee of a National House of €fhishall be assisted by a lawyer of not
less than ten years’ standing appointed by theoNatiHouse of Chiefs on the recomendation
of the Attorney-General.

(4) A member of a Judicial Committee of the NatidAause of Chiefs shall be removed from
office on the ground of proven misbehaviour orrdirmity of mind or body by the votes of
not less than two-thirds of all the members ofXfagional House of Chiefs.

(5) A Judicial Committee of the National House ¢fi€fs shall have original jurisdiction in
any cause or matter affecting chieftaincy—

(a) which lies within the competence of two or mBeggional Houses of Chiefs; or

(b) which is not properly within the jurisdictiori @ Regional House of Chiefs; or

(c) which cannot otherwise be dealt with by a Regidiouse of Chiefs.

(6) An appeal shall lie as of right in respect oy @ause or matter dealt with by a Judicial
Committee of the National House of Chiefs undeusta(5) of this article to the Supreme
Court.

274. REGIONAL HOUSE OF CHIEFS.

(1) There shall be established in and for eactoregf Ghana a Regional House of Chiefs.

(2) A Regional House of Chiefs shall consist oftsatembers as Parliament may, by law,
determine.

(3) A Regional House of Chiefs shall—
(a) perform such functions as may be conferred utploy or under an Act of Parliament;

(b) advise any person or authority charged undsrGbnstitution or any other law with any
responsibility for any matter relating to or affegtchieftaincy in the region;



(c) hear and determine appeals from the traditioaahcils within the region in respect of the
nomination, election, selection, installation opdsition of a person as a chief;

(d) have original jurisdiction in all matters refag to a paramount stool or skin or the
occupant of a paramount stool or skin, includirguaenmother to a paramount stool or skin;

(e) undertake a study and make such general recodatiens as are appropriate for the
resolution or expeditious disposition of chieftairtisputes in the region;

(f) undertake the compilation of the customary land lines of succession applicable to each
stool or skin in the region.

(4) The original and appellate jurisdictions of egidnal House of Chiefs shall be exercised
by a Judicial Committee of the Regional House ok€hconsisting of three chiefs appointed
by the Regional House of Chiefs from among its mersb

(5) A Judicial Committee of a Regional House of&ishall be assisted by a lawyer of not
less than five years’ standing appointed by theidted House of Chiefs on the
recommendation of the Attorney-General.

(6) A member of a Judicial Committee of a Regiddalise of Chiefs may be removed from
office on the ground of proven misbehaviour orrimity of mind or body by the votes of not
less than two-thirds of all the members of the Begi House of Chiefs.

275. DISQUALIFICATION OF CONVICTED PERSONS.

A person shall not be qualified as a chief if he haen convicted for high treason, treason,
high crime or for an offence involving the secuifithe State, fraud, dishonesty or moral
turpitude.

276. CHIEFS NOT TO TAKE PART IN ACTIVE PARTY POLITGS.

(1) A chief shall not take part in active partyigos; and any chief wishing to do so and
seeking election to Parliament shall abdicate tioisl ©r skin.

(2) Notwithstanding clause (1) of this article gratagraph (c) of clause (3) of article 94 of
this Constitution, a chief may be appointed to paplic office for which he is otherwise
gualified.

277. DEFINITION OF CHIEF.

In this Chapter unless the context otherwise reguitchief” means a person, who, hailing
from the appropriate family and lineage, has besially nominated, elected or selected and
enstooled, enskinned or installed as a chief oeun®ther in accordance with the relevant
customary law and usage.

CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE
COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY

278. APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSION OF INQUIRY.



(1) Subject to article 5 of this Constitution, fRreesident shall, by constitutional instrument,
appoint a commission of inquiry into any mattepablic interest where—

(a) the President is satisfied that a commissianapiiry should be appointed; or
(b) the Council of State advises that it is in plblic interest to do so; or

(c) Parliament, by a resolution requests that ancmsion of inquiry be appointed to inquire
into any matter, specified in the resolution asigei matter of public importance.

(2) A commission appointed under clause (1) of #niscle may consist of a sole
commissioner or two or more persons one of whortl Beappointed the chairman of the
commission.

(3) A person shall not be appointed a sole comgsior the chairman of a commission of
inquiry under this article unless he is—

(a) a Justice of the Superior Court of Judicatare;
(b) a person qualified to be appointed a JustideeSuperior Court of Judicature; or
(c) a person who has held office as a JusticeeStiperior Court of Judicature; or

(d) a person who possesses special qualificatioksawledge in respect of the matter being
investigated.

(4) Subject to clause (3) of this article, whermamission of inquiry appointed under clause
(1) of this article consists of more than two corssioners, other than the chairman, at least
one of them shall be a person who possesses spaaiéications or knowledge in respect of
the matter being investigated.

279. POWERS OF COMMISSION OF INQUIRY.

(1) A commission of inquiry shall have the poweights and privileges of the High Court or
a Justice of the High Court at a trial, in respdet

(a) enforcing the attendance of withesses and exagithem on oath, affirmation or
otherwise;

(b) compelling the production of documents; and

(c) the issue of a commission or request to examitreesses abroad.

(2) A sole commissioner or a member of a commisefanquiry shall not be liable to any
action or suit in respect of any matter or thingeldy him in the performance of his
functions as a commissioner or member.

280. FUNCTIONS OF COMMISSION OF INQUIRY.

(1) A commission of inquiry shall—



(a) make a full, faithful and impartial inquiry smany matter specified in the instrument of
appointment;

(b) report in writing the result of the inquiry;@n
(c) furnish in the report the reasons leading &éodbnclusions stated in the report.

(2) Where a commission of inquiry makes an advénsing against any person, the report of
the commission of inquiry shall, for the purposéghes Constitution, be deemed to be the
judgment of the High Court; and accordingly, anegshall lie as of right from the finding

of the commission to the Court of Appeal.

(3) The President shall, subject to clause (4hisfarticle cause to be published the report of
a commission of inquiry together with the White Bapn it within six months after the date
of the submission of the report by the commission.

(4) Where the report of a commission of inquirndg to be published, the President shall
issue a statement to that effect giving reasonstiwayeport is not to be published.

(5) A finding of a commission of inquiry shall nleave the effect of a judgment of the High
Court as provided under clause (2) of this articldess—

(a) six months have passed after the finding isenaadt announced to the public; or

(b) the Government issues a statement irGzette and in the national media that it does not
intend to issue a White Paper on the report ottdmemission whichever is the earlier.

(6) The right of appeal conferred by clause (2hig article on a person against whom a
finding has been made, shall be exercisable witiiee months after the occurrence of either
of the events described in clause (5) of this lartic such other time as the High Court or the
Court of Appeal may, by special leave and on suetditions as it may consider just, allow.

281. INQUIRY PROCEDURE.

(1) Except as may be otherwise ordered by the casian in the interest of public morality,
public safety or public order, the proceedings obenmission of inquiry shall be held in
public.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Chapter, Rutes of Court Committee established under
article 157 of this Constitution shall, by condiibmal instrument, make rules regulating the
practice and procedure of all commissions of ingaimd for appeals from commissions of
inquiry.

282. ASSISTANCE BY LAWYER OR OTHER EXPERT.

(1) Any person whose conduct is the subject ofiirygoy a commission of inquiry, or who
may, in any way be implicated or concerned in tlagten under inquiry, is entitled to be
represented by a lawyer at the inquiry; and angroplerson who may consider it desirable
that he should be represented by a lawyer shalllbered to be so represented.



(2) A person referred to in clause (1) of thiscetimay also be assisted by such other expert
as may be reasonably necessary for the purposetaicfing his interests at the inquiry.

283. IMMUNITIES AND PRIVILEGES OF WITNESSES.

A witness before a commission of inquiry is endtte the same immunities and privileges as
if he were a witness before the High Court.

CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR
CODE OF CONDUCT FOR PUBLIC OFFICERS

284. CONFLICT OF INTEREST.

A public officer shall not put himself in a postiovhere his personal interest conflicts or is
likely to conflict with the performance of the furans of his office.

285. OTHER PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS.

No person shall be appointed or act as the Chaioh#re governing body of a public
corporation or authority while he holds a positinrthe service of that corporation or
authority.

286. OTHER PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS.

(1) A person who holds a public office mentionedlause (5) of this article shall submit to
the Auditor-General a written declaration of albperty or assets owned by, or liabilities

owed by, him whether directly or indirectly—

(a) within three months after the coming into footehis Constitution or before taking office,
as the case may be,

(b) at the end of every four years; and
(c) at the end of his term of office.

(2) Failure to declare or knowingly making falseldeation shall be a contravention of this
Constitution and shall be dealt with in accordawdé article 287 of this Constitution.

(3) The declaration made under clause (1) of tiisla shall, on demand, be produced in
evidence—

(a) before a court of competent jurisdiction; or
(b) before a commission of inquiry appointed unakéicle 278 of this Constitution; or

(c) before an investigator appointed by the Comimigs for Human Rights and
Administrative Justice.

(4) Any property or assets acquired by a publiceffafter the initial declaration required by
clause (1) of this article and which is not reasdyattributable to income, gift, loan,



inheritance or any other reasonable source shalebmed to have been acquired in
contravention of this Constitution.

(5) The public offices to which the provisions bigt article apply are those of—

(a) the President of the Republic;

(b) the Vice-President of the Republic;

(c) the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker and a memistarbdment;

(d) Minister of State or Deputy Minister;

(e) Chief Justice, Justice of the Superior Couduaficature, Chairman of a Regional
Tribunal, the Commissioner for Human Rights and Audstrative Justice and his Deputies
and all judicial officers;

() Ambassador or High Commissioner;

(g) Secretary to the Cabinet;

(h) Head of Ministry or government department anieglent office in the Civil Service;

(i) chairman, managing director, general managdrdmpartmental head of a public
corporation or company in which the State has @robhimg interest; and

(j) such officers in the public service and anysstpublic institution as Parliament may
prescribe.

(6) The Auditor-General shall make a written deafi@n of his assets and liabilities to the
President in the manner and subject to the comdifowovided in clauses (1) to (3) of this
article.

(7) Before entering upon the duties of his offi@gyerson appointed to an office to which the
provisions of this article apply, shall take andstribe the oath of allegiance, the oath of
secrecy and the official oath set out in the Sec@xcttedule to this Constitution, or any other
oath appropriate to his office.

287. COMPLAINTS OF CONTRAVENTION.

(1) An allegation that a public officer has congaed or has not complied with a provision of
this Chapter shall be made to the Commissiondftonan Rights and Administrative Justice
and, in the case of the Commissioner of Human Right Administrative Justice, to the
Chief Justice who shall, unless the person condamekes a written admission of the
contravention or non-compliance, cause the maitbetinvestigated.

(2) The Commissioner for Human Rights and Admiaiste Justice or the Chief Justice as
the case may be, may take such action as he consiggropriate in respect of the results of
the investigation or the admission.



288. INTERPRETATION.

In this Chapter, unless the context otherwise regui‘public officer” means a person who
holds a public office.

CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE
AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION

289. AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constituti®arliament may, by an Act of Parliament,
amend any provision of this Constitution.

(2) This Constitution shall not be amended by ahdAdarliament or altered whether directly
or indirectly unless—

(a) the sole purpose of the Act is to amend thisgitution; and
(b) the Act has been passed in accordance wittCiiggpter.
290. AMENDMENT OF ENTRENCHED PROVISIONS.

(1) This article applies to the amendment of tHeWwang provisions of this Constitution,
which are, in this Constitution referred to as fenthed provisions—

(a) The Constitution: articles 1, 2 and 3;

(b) The Territories of Ghana: articles 4 and 5;

(c) The Laws of Ghana: article 11,

(d) Fundamental Human Rights and Freedoms: Chéapter

(e) Representation of the People: articles 4248349, 55 and 56;
() The Executive: Chapter 8;

(9) The Legislature: articles 93 and 106;

(h) The Judiciary: articles 125, 127, 129, 145 246,

(i) Freedom and Independence of the Media: arfi6, clauses (1) to (5);
() Finance: articles 174 and 187;

(k) Police Service: article 200;

(I) The Armed Forces of Ghana: article 210;

(m) Commission on Human Rights and Administratiusti¢e: articles 216 and 225;



(n) National Commission for Civic Education: ai@31;.

(o) Decentralization and Local Government: arti@d6 and 252;

(p) Chieftaincy: article 270;

(q) Code of Conduct for Public Officers: article&28

(r) Amendment of the Constitution: Chapter 25; and

(s) Miscellaneous: articles 293 and 299.

(2) A bill for the amendment of an entrenched psmn shall, before Parliament proceeds to
consider it, be referred by the Speaker to the CibohState for its advice and the Council of

State shall render advice on the bill within thiigys after receiving it.

(3) The bill shall be published in tlégazette but shall not be introduced into Parliament until
the expiry of six months after the publication e Gazette under this clause.

(4) After the bill has been read the first timePiarliament it shall not be proceeded with
further unless it has been submitted to a refenenideld throughout Ghana and at least forty
percent of the persons entitled to vote, voteti@aréferendum and at least seventy-five
percent of the persons who voted cast their votéaviour of the passing of the bill.

(5) Where the bill is approved at the referenduar|/i@nent shall pass it.

(6) Where a bill for the amendment of an entrengbredision has been passed by Parliament
in accordance with this article, the Presidentisdsdent to it.

291. AMENDMENT OF NON-ENTRENCHED PROVISIONS.

(1) A bill to amend a provision of this Constitutiszvhich is not an entrenched provision shall
not be introduced into Parliament unless—

(a) it has been published twice in Bazette with the second publication being made at least
three months after the first; and

(b) at least ten days have passed after the squdoidation.

(2) The Speaker shall, after the first readingheflvill in Parliament, refer it to the Council of
State for consideration and advice and the Cowh@&ltate shall render advice on the bill
within thirty days after receiving it.

(3) Where Parliament approves the bill, it may dmdypresented to the President for his
assent if it was approved at the second and thadings of it in Parliament by the votes of at
least two thirds of all the members of Parliament.

(4) Where the bill has been passed in accordantetis article, the President shall assent to
it.



292. CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE WITH CONSTITUTION.

A bill for the amendment of this Constitution whikchs been passed in accordance with this
Constitution, shall be assented to by the Presiolelytif—

(a) it is accompanied by a certificate from the &qae that the provisions of this Constitution
have been complied with in relation to it; and

(b) in the case of a bill to amend an entrenchedgigion, it is accompanied by a certificate
from the Electoral Commission, signed by the Chanraf the Commission and bearing the
seal of the Commission, that the bill was approatea referendum in accordance with this
Chapter.

CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX
MISCELLANEOUS

293. CLAIMS AGAINST GOVERNMENT.

(1) Where a person has a claim against the Goveritiiat claim may be enforced as of
right by proceedings taken against the Governnmrthit purpose without the grant of a fiat
or the use of the process known as petition oftrigh

(2) The Government shall be subject to all thoskilities in tort to which, if it were a private
person of full age and capacity, it would be sutsjec

(a) in respect of torts committed by its employeeagents;

(b) in respect of a breach of duties which a pemses to his employees or agents at
common law or under any other law by reason ofd#ieir employer; and

(c) in respect of a breach of the duties at comtaanor under any other law attached to the
ownership, occupation, possession or control oprty.

(3) No proceedings shall lie against the Governrvgntirtue of paragraph (a) of clause (2) of
this article in respect of an act or omission okamployee or agent of the Government unless
the act or omission would, apart from this artitlaye given rise to a cause of action in tort
against that employee or his estate.

(4) Where the Government is bound by a statutoty dich is binding also upon persons
other than the Government and its officers, thegamwment shall, in respect of a failure to
comply with that duty, be subject to all liabilgién tort to which it would be so subject if the
Government were a private person of full age ampaciay.

(5) Where functions are conferred or imposed ooficer of the Government as such officer
either by a rule of the common law or by statute #rat officer commits tort while
performing or purporting to perform those functipting liabilities of the Government in
respect of the tort shall be what they would hasenhif the functions had been conferred or
imposed solely by virtue of instructions lawfullivgn by the Government.

(6) No proceedings shall lie against the Governnbgntirtue of this article in respect of—



(a) anything done or omitted to be done by anygrerghile discharging or purporting to
discharge responsibilities of a judicial naturetgdsn him; or

(b) any act, neglect or default of an officer aé tBovernment unless that officer—
(i) has been directly or indirectly appointed bg tBovernment and was, at the material time,
paid in respect of his duties as an officer of@wernment wholly out of public funds or out

of moneys provided by Parliament; or

(i) was, at the material time, holding an officerespect of which the Public Services
Commission certifies that the holder of that offieeuld normally be so paid.

(7) Where the Government is subject to a liablhigyvirtue of this article, the law relating to
indemnity and contribution shall be enforceable—

(a) against the Government by an employee of thee@ment who is acting in the proper
execution of his duties in respect of the liabibtyby any other person in respect of the
liability to which that person is subject; or

(b) by the Government against any person other @anaemployee of the Government, in
respect of the liability to which it is so subject,

as if the Government were a private person ofdg# and capacity.

294. LEGAL AID.

(1) For the purposes of enforcing any provisiothis Constitution, a person is entitled to
legal aid in connection with any proceedings rafato this Constitution if he has reasonable

grounds for taking, defending, prosecuting or beirgarty to the proceedings.

(2) Subject to clause (1) of this article, Parliatghall, by or under an Act of Parliament,
regulate the grant of legal aid.

(3) Without prejudice to clause (2) of this artidRarliament may, under that clause provide
for the granting of legal aid in such matters otthan those referred to in clause (1) of this
article as may be prescribed by or under that Act.

(4) For the purposes of this article, legal aidlst@nsist of representation by a lawyer,
including all such assistance as is given by a éawin the steps preliminary or incidental to
any proceedings or arriving at or giving effecatoompromise to avoid or to bring to an end
any proceedings.

295. INTERPRETATION

(1) In this Constitution, unless the context otheearrequires—

“Act of Parliament” means an Act enacted by Par&atrand includes an Ordinance;

“article” means an article of this Constitution;



“chief” has the meaning assigned to it in articlg 2f this Constitution;
“Civil Service” includes service in both centraldalocal governments;
“commission of inquiry” includes a committee of ingy;

“constitutional instrument” means an instrument snadder a power conferred by this
Constitution;

“court” means a court of competent jurisdictionaddished by or under the authority of this
Constitution and includes a tribunal;

“Decree” includes a Decree made by the Nationattabon Council, the National
Redemption Council, the Supreme Military Councitloe Armed Forces Revolutionary
Council or under its authority and any statutostinment made under the authority of any
such Decree;

“District Assembly” includes a Metropolitan and auNcipal Assembly;

“enactment” means an Act of Parliament, a Decréavaor a constitutional instrument or a
statutory instrument or any provision of an AcRairliament, a Decree, a Law or of a
constitutional or of a statutory instrument;

“entrenched provision” has the meaning assignetincarticle 290 of this Constitution;

“functions” includes powers and duties;

“government” means any authority by which the exieeuauthority of Ghana is duly
exercised;

“high crime” means high crime within the meaningagticle 2 of this Constitution;

“high treason” means high treason within the meguoiharticle 3 of this Constitution;
“jJudgment” includes a decision, an order or de@kthe court;

“meeting” includes a period during which Parliamenmeeting continually within a session;
“Minister” means a Minister appointed under artickor 256 of this Constitution;

“oath” includes an affirmation;

“oath of allegiance” means the oath of allegianmectied in the Second Schedule to this
Constitution;

“paramount chief” means a person who has been radgdrelected and installed as a
paramount chief in accordance with customary lad/asage;

“public corporation” means a corporation or anyssthody of persons established by an Act
of Parliament or set up out of funds provided bgliRaent or other public funds;



“public interest” includes any right or advantageieir enures or is intended to enure to the
benefit generally of the whole of the people of Gdia

“public office” includes an office the emolumentsagahed to which are paid directly from the
Consolidated Fund or directly out of moneys proditdg Parliament and an office in a public
corporation established entirely out of public farmt moneys provided by Parliament;
“public service” includes service in any civil afé of Government, the emoluments attached
to which are paid directly from the Consolidatech&wr directly out of moneys provided by
Parliament and service with a public corporation;

“retiring awards” includes pension and gratuity;

“Rules of Court Committee” means the Rules of C&oimmittee established by article 157
of this Constitution;

“Service Chiefs” includes Army Chief of Staff, Chef Naval Staff and Chief of Air Staff;
“session” means a series of meetings of Parlianvéhin a period of twelve months;

“sitting” includes a period during which Parliamessitting continuously without
adjournment and a period during which it is in cattee;

“statutory instrument” means an instrument madestivér directly or indirectly, under a
power conferred by an Act of Parliament or a Decrea Law;

“stool” includes a skin, and the person or bodpe@fsons having control over skin land;

“stool land” includes any land or interest in, mht over, any land controlled by a stool or
skin, the head of a particular community or thetagpof a company, for the benefit of the
subjects of that Stool or the members of that conitywr company; and

“treason” means treason as defined in article lthiefConstitution.
(2) In this Constitution and in any other law—

(a) a reference to the holder of an office by #rentdesignating his office, shall, unless the
context otherwise requires, be construed as inotudireference to a person for the time
being lawfully acting in or performing the funct®of that office;

(b) references to the power to remove a publicefffrom his office shall be construed,
subject to clause (4) of this article, as includiafgrences to a power conferred by any law to
require or permit that officer to retire from thefghic service.

(3) Nothing in paragraph (b) of clause (2) of thiticle shall be construed as conferring on
any person or authority power to require a Justidee Superior Court of Judicature or the
Auditor-General to retire from the public service.

(4) A power conferred by a law to permit a persmretire from the public service shall, in
the case of a public officer who may be removedfaffice by some person or authority,



other than a commission established by this Canigtit, vest in the President acting in
accordance with the advice of the appropriate aiiyho

(5) For the purposes of this Constitution and amgolaw, a person shall not be considered
as holding a public office by reason only of thetfat he is in receipt of a pension or other
similar allowance in respect of service under tlow€&nment of Ghana.

(6) A provision in this Constitution that vestsarperson or authority power to remove a
public officer from his office, shall be withoutgudice to the power of any person or
authority to abolish an office or to a law for cautgory retirement of public officers
generally or any class of public officers on atitagnthe age specified in the law.

(7) Where power is vested by this Constitutionng person or authority to appoint a person
to act in or perform the functions of an officeht holder of the office is unable to perform
those functions, the appointment shall not be dallequestion on the ground that the holder
of the office could have performed those functions.

(8) No provision of this Constitution or of any etHaw to the effect that a person or
authority shall not be subject to the directiortontrol of any other person or authority in the
performance of any functions under this Constitutio that law, shall preclude a court from
exercising jurisdiction in relation to any questiwhether that person or authority has
performed those functions in accordance with tloa<titution or the law.

(9) In this Constitution references to the altemnatof any of the provisions of this Constitution
or of an Act of Parliament include references ®amendment, modification, re-enactment
with amendment or modification, the suspensiorepeal of that provision and the making of
a different provision in place of that provision.

296. EXERCISE OF DISCRETIONARY POWER.

Where in this Constitution or in any other law detmnary power is vested in any person or
authority—

(a) that discretionary power shall be deemed tdyramluty to be fair and candid;

(b) the exercise of the discretionary power shailbe arbitrary, capricious or biased either by
resentment, prejudice or personal dislike and dielh accordance with due process of law;
and

(c) where the person or authority is not a judgetber judicial officer, there shall be
published by constitutional instrument or statutmistrument, regulations that are not
inconsistent with the provisions of this Constibatior that other law to govern the exercise of
the discretionary power.

297. IMPLIED POWER, ETC..

In this Constitution and in any other law—



(a) the power to appoint a person to hold or taraan office in the public service shall
include the power to confirm appointments, to eiserdisciplinary control over persons
holding or acting in any such office and to remtwe persons from office;

(b) where a power is conferred or a duty is impo#se power may be exercised and the duty
shall be performed, from time to time, as occasamjuires;

(c) where a power is given to a person or authsoitgo or enforce the doing of an act or a
thing, all such powers shall be deemed to be alsngs are necessary to enable that person
or authority to do or enforce the doing of the@ldhing;

(d) where a power is conferred to make any congltital or statutory instrument, regulation
or rule or pass any resolution or give any direttibe power shall be construed as including
the power, exercisable in the same manner, to ametadrevoke the constitutional or
statutory instrument, regulation, rules or resolutr direction as the case may be;

(e) words importing male persons include femalesqes and corporations.
(f) words in the singular include the plural, andrds in the plural include the singular;

(9) where a word is defined, other parts of spesthtenses of that word have corresponding
meanings;

(h) words directing or empowering a public offiterdo any act or thing, or otherwise
applying to him by the designation of his officeclude his successors in office and all his
deputies and all other assistants;

(i) words directing or empowering a Minister of ®t& do an act or a thing, or otherwise
applying to him by the designation of his officeclude a person acting for him, or if the
office is vacant, a person designated to act indfiece by or under the authority of an Act of
Parliament and also his successors in office drfdsatleputies or other assistants;

()) where a power is conferred or a duty is imposedhe holder of an office as such, the
power may be exercised and the duty shall be peddrby the person for the time being
charged with the performance of the functions at tiffice.

298. RESIDUAL POWERS OF PARLIAMENT.

Subject to the provisions of Chapter 25 of this €ation, where on any matter, whether
arising out of this Constitution or otherwise, #& no provision, express or by necessary
implication of this Constitution which deals witet matter, that has arisen, Parliament shall,
by an Act of Parliament, not being inconsistentwaity provision of this Constitution,
provide for that matter to be dealt with.

299. TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS.

The transitional provisions specified in the FBshedule to this Constitution shall have effect
notwithstanding anything to the contrary in thisnGtitution.



FIRST SCHEDULE
TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

PART |
FIRST PRESIDENT

1. FIRST PRESIDENT.

(1) Notwithstanding anything in this Constitutidhe person duly elected President of Ghana
under the law in force immediately before the cagrimto force of this Constitution shall be
taken to have been duly elected for the purposés®Constitution.

(2) The President referred to in subsection (Ihef section shall assume office as President
on the date of the coming into force of this Cansibn notwithstanding anything in this
Constitution.

PART Il
FIRST PARLIAMENT

2. FIRST PARLIAMENT.

(1) Notwithstanding anything in this Constitutidhe persons duly elected as members of
Parliament under the law in force immediately befitve coming into force of this
Constitution, shall be taken to have been dulytetbmembers of Parliament for the purposes
of this Constitution.

(2) The person who was Clerk of the Consultativeeisbly or such other public officer as
the Provisional National Defence Council may deaignshall, notwithstanding anything to
the contrary in this Constitution, act as ClerlPtrliament until a Clerk is appointed under
article 124 of this Constitution.

(3) The person who was Clerk of the Consultativeehsbly established under the
Consultative Assembly Law 1991 (PNDCL. 253) or ofberson designated under subsection
(2) of this section shall, not later than sevensdayer the coming into force of this
Constitution, summon a meeting of Parliament feretection of the Speaker, the taking of
oaths by members of Parliament, the swearing th@President and the approval of
Ministers of State and Deputy Ministers for appmant under this Constitution.

(4) For the avoidance of doubt, any notice givelotgethe coming into force of this
Constitution summoning Parliament to meet for thgpses of subsection (3) of this section,
shall be deemed to be a valid notice for all puegos

(5) The Standing Orders of the Parliament undeCivestitution of the Republic of Ghana,
1979 shall apply to the proceedings of Parliamaiit Rarliament otherwise determines
under article 110 of this Constitution.

PART Il
THE JUDICIARY

3. FUNCTIONS OF SUPERIOR COURTS OF JUDICATURE.



(1) The Supreme Court, the Court of Appeal andHigi Court in existence immediately
before the coming into force of this Constitutidralt be deemed to have been established
under this Constitution and shall perform the fioret of the Supreme Court, the Court of
Appeal and the High Court specified respectivelZhapter 11 of this Constitution.

(2) All proceedings pending before any court refdno in subsection (1) of this section
immediately before the coming into force of thisnGttution may be proceeded with and
completed in that Court notwithstanding anythinghis Constitution.

4. CONTINUANCE OF APPOINTMENTS OF JUSTICES OF THE SUPERIOR
COURTS.

(1) A Justice of the Supreme Court, the Court opégd or the High Court holding office
immediately before the coming into force of thisnGtitution, shall continue to hold office as
if appointed to that office under this Constitution

(2) Any person to whom this section applies stwadlthe coming into force of this
Constitution, take and subscribe the oath of adlegge and the judicial oath set out in the
Second Schedule to this Constitution.

5. CONTINUANCE IN EXISTENCE OF PUBLIC TRIBUNALS BOA RD FOR SIX
MONTHS.

The Public Tribunals Board shall cease to exishiwisix months after the coming into force
of this Constitution and its functions, assets lgadallities are transferred to the Judicial
Council.

6. PARLIAMENT TO PRESCRIBE JURISDICTION OF REGIONAL TRIBUNALS
AND ESTABLISH LOWER COURTS AND TRIBUNALS.

Parliament shall, within six months after the cognimto force of this Constitution—

(a) prescribe by law the jurisdiction of Regionaiblinals for the purposes of article 143 of
this Constitution; and

(b) establish lower courts or tribunals for thepgmses of article 126 of this Constitution.

7. EXISTING PUBLIC TRIBUNALS AND OTHER COURTS.

(1) All cases partly heard before any of the follogvPublic Tribunals immediately before the
coming into force of this Constitution, may be é¢oned and completed before that public
tribunal—

(a) the National Public Tribunal;

(b) Regional Public Tribunals;

(c) District Public Tribunals; and

(d) Community Public Tribunals.



(2) All cases partly heard before any Circuit Cobistrict Court Grade | or District Court
Grade Il immediately before the coming into foré¢ehas Constitution may be continued and
completed before that Court.

(3) The National Public Tribunal shall cease tasexpon completion of the partly heard
cases referred to in subsection (1) of this secbomvithin six months after the coming into
force of this Constitution, whichever is earlier.

(4) All cases other than those referred to in sciiime (1) of this section pending before the
National Public Tribunal immediately before the ¢oginto force of this Constitution, shall
be transferred to such court or tribunal as theefChistice may direct.

(5) Any person employed with any Public Tribunahiediately before the coming into force
of this Constitution and who is qualified and shbigafor appointment to any office or position
in the Judicial Service, may be so appointed ibnemended to be appointed by the Judicial
Council.

PART IV
MISCELLANEOUS

8. EXISTING OFFICES.

(1) A person who immediately before the coming ifti@e of this Constitution held or was
acting in an office in existence immediately beftire coming into force of this Constitution,
shall be deemed to have been appointed as farcasssstent with the provisions of this
Constitution, to hold or act in the equivalent o&fiunder this Constitution.

(2) A person who before the coming into force a$ tBonstitution would have been required
under the law in force to vacate his office atéRpiration of a period of service shall,
notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1)hid section, vacate his office at the
expiration of that period.

(3) This section shall be without prejudice to @oyvers conferred by or under this
Constitution or any other law not being inconsisteith any provision of this Constitution,
upon any person or authority to make provisiorttierabolition of office, for the removal
from office of persons holding or acting in anyiodfand for requiring those persons to retire
from office.

(4) In determining, for the purposes of any lavatielg to retiring benefits or otherwise to
length of service, the length of service of a publificer to whom the provisions of
subsections (1) and (2) of this section apply,iseras a public officer under the Government
which terminates immediately before the coming fiet@e of this Constitution shall be
deemed to be continuous with service as a publicesfwhich begins immediately at such
coming into force.

(5) A person to whom the provisions of this sectpply shall, immediately on the coming
into force of this Constitution or at any convertigme thereafter, take and subscribe the
oath, if any, required for that office by law.



(6) A person who was entitled to retire on his salmmediately before the coming into force
of this Constitution shall have the same termsamdlitions of service relating to retiring
awards as he enjoyed immediately before the comiogorce of this Constitution; and
accordingly, nothing in this Constitution or ingt$chedule shall adversely affect the
conditions of service of any such person.

(7) The terms and conditions of service of a petsomhom subsection (1) of this section
applies shall not be less favourable than thosécatyte to him immediately before the
coming into force of this Constitution.

9. CERTAIN APPOINTMENTS TO BE MADE WITHIN SIX MONTH S AFTER
PRESIDENT ASSUMES OFFICE.

The first appointments to the following offices Biee made within six months after the
assumption of office of the President—

(a) the Commissioner for Human Rights and Admiaiste Justice and his Deputies;

(b) the District Assemblies Common Fund Adminigirat

(c) the Chairman, the Deputy Chairmen and MembetiseoElectoral Commission;

(d) the Chairmen and other members of—

(i) the National Council for Higher Education howser described;

(ii) the National Media Commission; and

(i) the National Commission for Civic Education.

10. PUBLIC CORPORATIONS.

Until Parliament enacts an Act of Parliament incadence with article 192 of this
Constitution for the establishment or operatiom @iublic corporation, a public corporation in
existence immediately before the coming into fatthis Constitution shall continue its
operations under the enactment under which it wtebéshed.

11. OFFICE OF OMBUDSMAN.

The office of the Ombudsman in existence immedyaiefore the coming into force of this
Constitution shall, until the President appoints @ommissioner for Human Rights and
Administrative Justice and his Deputies, and ptioviss otherwise made, continue as if it
forms part of the Office of the Commission for HumRRights and Administrative Justice.

12. CASES PENDING BEFORE ORC, NIC AND SHAPIC.

Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution t@tbontrary, all cases pending before the
Office of Revenue Commissioners established urideRevenue Commissioners Law, 1984

(PNDCL 80), the National Investigations Committséablished under the National
Investigations Committee Law, 1982 (PNDCL.2) anel $tate Houses (Allocation Policy and



Implementation) Commission established under thé&eStiouses (Allocation Policy and
Implementation) Commission Law, 1984 (PNDCL 83gxistence immediately before the
coming into force of this Constitution may be preded with and completed by that
Commission or Committee, until the submission f@port or until it is otherwise dissolved
in accordance with law.

13. AGE FOR SOCIAL SECURITY PENSION.

Notwithstanding article 199 of this Constitutiorp@rson is not entitled to receive pension
under the Social Security Scheme under the Soe@ir8y Law, 1991 (PNDCL 247) before
attaining the age of fifty-five years unless Panlent by law otherwise determines.

14. EXISTING COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES OF INQUIRY.

(1) Notwithstanding anything in this Constitutianthe contrary any commission or
committee of inquiry in existence immediately beftine coming into force of this
Constitution, may continue in existence until thbraission of its report or until it is
otherwise dissolved in accordance with law.

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, the report andifigsl of a commission or committee of
inquiry established before the coming into forcéhi$ Constitution under any enactment
shall have the same effect as the report or firedofga commission of inquiry established
under this Constitution.

15. PENDING MATTERS.

Where any matter or thing has been commenced béfereoming into force of this
Constitution by a person or authority that has pdwethe purpose under the existing law,
that matter or thing may be carried on and comglbtethe person or authority having power
for the purpose after the coming into force of @anstitution; and it shall not be necessary
for the person or authority to commence the maitehing afresh.

16. OFFICIAL SEALS, ETC.

The Presidential seal, the Public seal, the sédleedSuperior Courts as well as any
prescribed forms in use under any enactment irefonenediately before the coming into
force of this Constitution shall continue to bedisatil provision is otherwise made for them.

17. PREROGATIVE OF MERCY.

The prerogative of mercy of the President undeclar?2 of this Constitution may be
exercised in respect of any criminal offence cortedibefore the coming into force of this
Constitution as it may in respect of a criminakoife committed thereafter.

18. CONSOLIDATED FUND AND CONTINGENCY FUND TO CONTI NUE.

(1) The Consolidated Fund and the Contingency Fumedistence immediately before the
coming into force of this Constitution, shall, umtiherwise provided by law, continue in
existence as the Consolidated Fund and the Comiiydeund referred to in article 175 of this
Constitution.



(2) Subject to this Constitution, every paymentuisgg or authorised to be made into a public
fund or out of a public fund under any enactmerfbiece immediately before the coming into
force of this Constitution shall continue to be maato or out of that fund.

19. ESTIMATES FOR CURRENT FINANCIAL YEAR TO CONTINU E TO HAVE
EFFECT.

Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the finahestimates in operation for the financial
year in being at the coming into force of this Gdason shall, until provision is otherwise
made by Act of Parliament, continue and shall Halleeffect.

20. PAYMENT AND SAVING OF RIGHTS UNDER FORMER CONST ITUTIONS
AND LAWS.

All compensations, pensions, gratuities and sinallxwances granted in accordance with the
provisions of any Constitution or any other law@rly in force in Ghana and which were
payable immediately before the coming into forcéhtd Constitution, shall, notwithstanding
the abrogation or repeal of any such Constitutiolaw, as the case may be, continue to be
payable and are charged on the Consolidated Fund.

21. ENACTMENTS NOT YET IN FORCE.

Where immediately before the coming into forcehi$ Constitution any existing enactment
had not been brought into force or was to comeforice on a date subsequent to such
coming into force, the enactment may be brouglat iatce in accordance with its terms, or
shall come into force upon such subsequent datbeasase may be.

22. REGISTER OF VOTERS AND ELECTORAL COMMISSION.

(1) The register of voters for public elections aefitrenda in existence immediately before
the coming into force of this Constitution shalh, the coming into force of this Constitution,
have effect as if it was compiled under this Cduastn.

(2) Subject to this Constitution, the Interim Natb Electoral Commission in existence
immediately before the coming into force of thisnGtitution shall, on the coming into force
of this Constitution and until the President appothe members of the Electoral Commission
under section 9 of this Schedule, exercise thetimme and powers provided for the Electoral
Commission in this Constitution.

23. DISTRICT ASSEMBLIES, ETC. CONTINUED IN EXISTENC E SUBJECT TO
CONSTITUTION.

(1) Until Parliament otherwise provides by law,stixig laws regulating the operation of
District Assemblies and other local authoritieslist@ntinue to regulate their operations.

(2) Until Parliament establishes the District Asbéies Common Fund in accordance with
article 252 of this Constitution, all taxes andestmoneys collected exclusively for District
Assemblies shall continue to be collected exclugifa District Assemblies under the
enactments under which they were collected.



24. HOUSES OF CHIEFS, ETC.

The National House of Chiefs, the Regional Houg&3hoefs, the traditional councils and all
Judicial Committees of those bodies in existenaaeédhately before the coming into force of
this Constitution shall, on the coming into fordelas Constitution, continue in existence
subject to this Constitution.

25. CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS TO OATHS DECREE, 1972 (NRCD 6).

The Oaths Decree, 1972 (NRCD 6), as amended, szl effect subject to the provisions of
this Constitution.

26. GENERAL ADAPTATION OF EXISTING ENACTMENTS.

Except where the context otherwise requires angesuto the other provisions of this Part, in
all enactments in existence immediately beforectiraing into force of this Constitution—

(a) for any reference to the Provisional Nationafdlce Council there shall be substituted a
reference to the Cabinet;

(b) for any reference to the Secretary to the Riomal National Defence Council where the
reference relates to the functions normally pertmirny the Secretary to the Cabinet the
reference shall be a reference to the Secretadhet@abinet,

(c) any reference to the Secretary to the Committ&kecretaries shall be a reference to the
Head of the Civil Service;

(d) for any reference to a Secretary, being arviddal of ministerial rank, there shall be
substituted a reference to a Minister;

(e) for any reference to a Member of the Provididtational Defence Council responsible
for any subject or department of State there dlebubstituted a reference to the Minister
responsible for that subject or department of State

27. CHIEF OF DEFENCE STAFF TO INCLUDE GENERAL OFFIC ER
COMMANDING.

In this Constitution, any reference to the ChieDeffence Staff shall be deemed to include
any person who holds or held the office of Gen®&fficer Commanding.

28. REFERENCE TO GOVERNMENT IN ENACTMENTS.

(1) A reference to the Government in an enactmeskistence immediately before the
coming into force of this Constitution, where tlegéarence relates to a legislative function
normally performed by Parliament or a National Asbl shall be construed as a reference
to Parliament.

(2) A reference to the Government in an enactmeskistence immediately before the
coming into force of this Constitution, where tlegéarence relates to an executive function of
the Government, shall be construed as a referente tPresident.



29. REFERENCES TO PROVISIONAL NATIONAL DEFENCE COUN CIL IN
ENACTMENTS.

(1) A reference to the Provisional National Defe@@incil in any enactment in existence
immediately before the coming into force of thisnGutution, where the reference was
originally a reference to the President shall, tmestrued as a reference to the President.

(2) A reference to the Provisional National Defe@@incil in any enactment in existence
immediately before the coming into force of thisnGitution, where the reference relates to a
legislative function normally performed by Parliamher a National Assembly shall be
construed as a reference to Parliament.

(3) A reference to the Provisional National Defe@@incil in any enactment in existence
immediately before the coming into force of thisnGtitution, where the reference relates to
an executive function of the Council shall be coredl as a reference to the President.

(4) A reference to the Provisional National Defe@@incil in any enactment in existence
immediately before the coming into force of thisnGtitution, where the reference relates to
the making of a statutory instrument, shall be trolesl as a reference to the President or to
any Minister or authority designated by the Praside

30. MODIFICATIONS OF EXISTING LAWS BY THE PRESIDENT .

The First President under this Constitution mawgrgt time within twelve months after
assuming office as President, by constitutiongtrumsent, make such provision as may
appear necessary for repealing, modifying, addingy tadapting any law for bringing it into
accord with the provisions of this Constitutionadinerwise for giving effect to this
Constitution.

31. CONTINUATION OF EFFECT OF MATTERS PRESCRIBED BY EXISTING
LAW.

(1) Where any matter that falls to be prescribedtberwise provided for under this
Constitution by Parliament or by any other autlyooit person, is prescribed or provided for
by or under any existing law or is otherwise lawfydrescribed or provided for immediately
before the coming into force of this Constitutitimat prescription or provision shall, as from
the coming into force of this Constitution, havéeet with such modifications, adaptations,
qualifications and exceptions as may be necesedirtg it into conformity with this
Constitution as if made under this ConstitutiorRayliament or, as the case may be, by the
other authority or person.

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, and without pregadb the general effect of subsection (1) of
this section, where anything is required or auemtiby this Constitution to be prescribed or
provided for by or under an Act of Parliament,hal be deemed to be duly prescribed or
provided for, if it has been prescribed or providedby or under an Act, Decree, or a Law in
force immediately before the coming into forcelagtConstitution.

32. SUCCESSION TO PROPERTY.



(1) Subject to the provisions of articles 257 ab8 af this Constitution, all properties and
assets which immediately before the coming intodaf this Constitution were vested in any
authority or person for the purposes of, or inrigh the Government of Ghana or in the
Government of Ghana, shall, on the coming intodatthis Constitution, without further
assurance than this section, vest in the President.

(2) Any property which was liable, immediately befdhe coming into force of this
Constitution, to estreat or to be forfeited to @vernment of Ghana shall be liable to estreat
or to be forfeited to the Government of Ghana urllierConstitution.

(3) Where immediately before the coming into foof¢his Constitution any person held any
property or asset in trust—

(a) for the President of Ghana under the Constitufnat was abrogated on 31st December,
1981; or

(b) for the Provisional National Defence Councitloe Government of Ghana,

for the purposes of, or in right of, the GovernmaihGhana, that person shall, on the coming
into force of this Constitution, hold the propentyasset subject to the provisions of articles
257 and 258 of this Constitution, on the same fiarsthe Government of Ghana established
under this Constitution.

(4) In this section, references to property anetsssested in or held in trust shall include

property and assets vested in or held in trust idiately before the 31st day of December
1981, for an interest which extended beyond thh @8y of December, 1981 and has not

been surrendered.

33. DEVOLUTION OF OTHER RIGHTS AND LIABILITIES.
Subject to section 32 of this Schedule—

(a) where under an existing law, a right, preragatpower, privilege or function is vested in
the Provisional National Defence Council, that tjgiterogative, power, privilege or function
shall, on the coming into force of this Constitatigest in the President or such other person
or authority as is specified under this Constituticho, subject to the provisions of this
Constitution or any other law, may do all thingsessary for its exercise or performance; and

(b) any right, power, privilege, obligation, liaityl, duty or function vested in, or subsisting
against the Government of Ghana by or under anirgigw shall continue to so vest or
subsist.

34. INDEMNITY.

(1) No member of the Provisional National Defencixil, Provisional National Defence
Council Secretary, or other appointees of the Bromal National Defence Council shall be
held liable either jointly or severally, for anytar omission during the administration of the
Provisional National Defence Council.



(2) It is not lawful for any court or tribunal to&rtain any action or take any decision or
make any order or grant any remedy or relief in pmoceedings instituted against the
Government of Ghana or any person acting undeautigority of the Government of Ghana
whether before or after the coming into force af thonstitution or against any person or
persons acting in concert or individually to aseisbring about the change in Government
which took place on the twenty-fourth day of FelbyuE966, on the thirteenth day of January,
1972, on the fourth day of June 1979 and on theythist day of December 1981 in respect
of any act or omission relating to, or consequens—

(a) the overthrow of the government in power betbeeformation of the National Liberation
Council, the National Redemption Council, the SopeMilitary Council, the Armed Forces
Revolutionary Council and the Provisional NatioDafence Council; or

(b) the suspension or abrogation of the Constibstiof 1960, 1969 and 1979; or

(c) the establishment of the National Liberatioru@al, the National Redemption Council,
the Supreme Military Council which took office dmetninth day of October 1975, the
Supreme Military Council established on the fifdoydf July 1978, the Armed Forces
Revolutionary Council, or the Provisional Natiosfence Council; or

(d) the establishment of this Constitution.

(3) For the avoidance of doubt, it is declared timexecutive, legislative or judicial action
taken or purported to have been taken by the RomakNational Defence Council or the
Armed Forces Revolutionary Council or a membekhefRrovisional National Defence
Council or the Armed Forces Revolutionary Councibg any person appointed by the
Provisional National Defence Council or the Armemtdes Revolutionary Council in the
name of either the Provisional National Defencer@dwr the Armed Forces Revolutionary
Council shall be questioned in any proceedings sd®ter and, accordingly, it shall not be
lawful for any court or other tribunal to make awrger or grant any remedy or relief in
respect of any such act.

(4) The provisions of subsection (3) of this satshall have effect notwithstanding that any
such action as is referred to in that subsectios wed taken in accordance with any procedure
prescribed by law.

(5) Itis not lawful for any court or tribunal to&ertain an action instituted in respect of an act
or omission against a person acting or omittingd on the instructions or authority of the
Provisional National Defence Council or the Armextdes Revolutionary Council or a
member of the Provisional National Defence Couorcthe Armed Forces Revolutionary
Council and alleged to be in contravention of aaw,lwhether substantive or procedural, in
existence before or during the administration efmovisional National Defence Council or
the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council.

35. PRESERVATION OF CONFISCATION AND PENALTIES IMPO SED BY
A.F.R.C. AND P.N.D.C.

(1) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, eorgfiscation of any property and any other
penalties imposed by or under the authority ofAhmed Forces Revolutionary Council and



the Provisional National Defence Council under Biegree or Law made by that Council,
shall not be reversed by any authority under tluegditution.

(2) Where any property or part of any property peason was confiscated on the basis of his
holding a public or political office or on any othaasis, and it is established to the
satisfaction of the Commissioner for Human Righis Administrative Justice that the
property or that part was acquired before he asduheepublic or political office, or that it
was otherwise lawfully acquired, the property attpart shall be returned to that person.

36. ABROGATION OF PNDC (ESTABLISHMENT) PROCLAMATION

(1) Upon the coming into force of this Constitutidime Provisional National Defence Council
(Establishment) Proclamation 1981 and the Provadibiational Defence Council
(Establishment) Proclamation (Supplementary ands€guential Provisions) Law, 1982
(PNDCL 42) shall cease to have effect.

(2) Notwithstanding the abrogation of the Procldorateferred to in subsection (1) of this
section, any enactment or rule of law in force indrately before the coming into force of this
Constitution shall, in so far as it is not incomesig with a provision of this Constitution,
continue in force as if enacted, issued, or madkeuthe authority of this Constitution.

37. SECTIONS NOT TO BE AMENDED.

Notwithstanding anything in Chapter 25 of this Qdoson, Parliament shall have no power
to amend this section or sections 34 and 35 ofSbisedule.

SECOND SCHEDULE
FORMS OF OATH

THE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

l, do (in the name of the Ayigsod swear) (solemnly affirm) that

| will bear true faith and allegiance to the Repeibf Ghana as by law established; that | will
uphold the sovereignty and integrity of Ghana; trad | will preserve, protect and defend the
Constitution of the Republic of Ghana. (So helpGual).

To be sworn before the President, the Chief Justice or such other person as the President may
designate.

THE PRESIDENTIAL OATH

l, having been elected toititedifice of President of the Republic
of Ghana do (in the name of the Almighty God swésm)emnly affirm) that | will be faithful
and true to the Republic of Ghana; that | will ihtienes preserve, protect and defend the
Constitution of the Republic of Ghana; and thag¢didate myself to the service and well-
being of the people of the Republic of Ghana andbtoight to all manner of persons.

| further (solemnly swear) (solemnly affirm) th&iosild | at any time break this oath of office
| shall submit myself to the laws of the RepublicGihhana and suffer the penalty for it. (So
help me God).



To be administered by the Chief Justice before Parliament.
THE OATH OF THE VICE-PRESIDENT

l, having been elected tofflee @f Vice-President of the Republic
of Ghana,

do (in the name of the Almighty God swear) (solgyraffirm) that | will be faithful and true

to the Republic of Ghana; that | will at all timgeserve, protect and defend the Constitution
of the Republic of Ghana; and | dedicate mysethwservice and well-being of the people of
the Republic of Ghana and to do right to all marofgyersons.

| further (solemnly swear) (solemnly affirm) th&iosild | at any time break this oath of office,
| shall submit myself to the laws of the Republicchana and suffer the penalty for it. (So
help me God).

To be administered by the Chief Justice before Parliament.
THE JUDICIAL OATH

l, having been appointed (Qhigtice/a Justice of the Supreme
Court/a Justice of the Court of Appeal/a JusticthefHigh Court of Justice, etc.) do (in the
name of the Almighty God swear) (solemnly affirtnat | will bear true faith and allegiance
to the Republic of Ghana as by law established;lthdl uphold the sovereignty and

integrity of the Republic of Ghana; and that | willly and faithfully perform the functions of
my office without fear or favour, affection or ill; and that | will at all times uphold,
preserve, protect and defend the Constitution awd bf the Republic of Ghana. (So help me
God).

To be sworn before the President, the Chief Justice or such other person as the Chief Justice
may designate.

THE OATH OF MEMBER OF COUNCIL OF STATE

l, do (solemnly swear in tmeenaf the Almighty God) (solemnly
affirm) that | will faithfully and conscientiouslyerform my duties as a member of the
Council of State and uphold, preserve, protectdaidnd the Constitution of the Republic of
Ghana. (So help me God).

To be sworn before the President.
THE CABINET OATH

l, having been appointed a meailthe Cabinet do (in the name of
the Almighty God swear) (solemnly affirm) that Illnot directly or indirectly reveal such
matters as shall be debated in the Cabinet and dtedno my secrecy; and that | will
uphold, preserve, protect and defend the Congtitudf the Republic of Ghana. (So help me
God).

To be sworn before the President.



THE OATH OF MINISTER OF STATE

l, having been appointed Mingdt State (Deputy Minister) of the
Republic of Ghana, do (in the name of the AlmigBtyd swear) (solemnly affirm) that I will
at all times well and truly serve the Republic dfa@a in the office of Minister of State
(Deputy Minister); that | will uphold, preserve gpect and defend the Constitution of the
Republic of Ghana as by law established; thatl| valthe best of my judgment, at all times
when required, freely give my counsel and adviedtie good management of the public
affairs of the Republic of Ghana; and that | wik mirectly or indirectly reveal any matters
that shall come to my knowledge in the dischargepduties and committed to my secrecy
as Minister of State (Deputy Minister). (So help &ead).

To be sworn before the President
THE OATH OF SECRECY

l, holding the office of do (in the name of the
Almighty God swear) (solemnly affirm) that | wilbh directly or indirectly communicate or
reveal to any person any matter which shall bedinounder my consideration or shall come
to my knowledge in the discharge of my official idstexcept as may be required for the
discharge of my official duties or as may be sdcermitted by law. (So help me God).

To be sworn before the President, the Chief Justice or such other person as the President may
designate.

THE OFFICIAL OATH

l, do (in the name of the Altyigsod swear) (solemnly affirm) that
| will at all times well and truly serve the Repigbdf Ghana in the office of

and that | will uphold, pnesgprotect and defend the Constitution
of the Republic of Ghana as by law established . h&p me God).

To be sworn before the President or such other person as the President may designate.

THE SPEAKER’S OATH

l, do (in the name of the Alttyigsod swear) (solemnly affirm) that
| will bear true faith and allegiance to the Repeibf Ghana as by law established; that | will
uphold the integrity of the Republic of Ghana; thaill faithfully and conscientiously
discharge my duties as Speaker of Parliament;tzatd will uphold, preserve, protect and
defend the Constitution of the Republic of Ghameat @nat | will do right to all manner of
persons in accordance with the Constitution of @Gheamd the laws and conventions of
Parliament without fear or favour, affection orullll. (So help me God).

To be sworn before the Chief Justice.
THE OATH OF A MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

l, having been elected a meoflBtarliament do (in the name of the
Almighty God swear) (solemnly affirm) that | wilelar true faith and allegiance to the




Republic of Ghana as by law established; thatllughold, preserve, protect and defend the
Constitution of the Republic of Ghana; and thaill faithfully and conscientiously discharge
the duties of a member of Parliament. (So help me)G

To be sworn before the Speaker
THE OATH OF THE AUDITOR-GENERAL

l, having been appointed Au@tneral of the Republic of Ghana
do (in the name of the Almighty God swear) (soleyraffirm) that | will bear true faith and
allegiance to the Republic of Ghana; that | wilhoful, preserve, protect and defend the
Constitution of the Republic of Ghana; and thatll tuly and faithfully perform the
functions of my office without fear or favour, afteon or ill-will. (So help me God).

To be sworn before the President, or such other person as the President may designate.
Made this 8th day of May, 1992.

FLT.-LT. JERRY JOHN RAWLINGS

Chairman of the Provisional National Defence Council

Date ofGazette notification: 15th May, 1992.

* This document has been amended bg Constitution of the Republic of Ghana
(Amendment) Act, 199@ecember 16, 1996. In each instance where thdtesxbeen altered
to integrate the amendment, the text has beenKéted], highlighted, antinked (through

the endnote) to the amending article.

1 As amended bgection 1 The Constitution of the Republic of Ghana (Ameedih Act,
1996.

2 As amended bgection 2 The Constitution of the Republic of Ghana (Ameedth Act,
1996.

3 As amended bgection 3 The Constitution of the Republic of Ghana (Ameedth Act,
1996.

4 As amended bgection 4 The Constitution of the Republic of Ghana (Ameedih Act,
1996.

° As amended bgection 5subsection (h)The Constitution of the Republic of Ghana
(Amendment) Act, 1996.

 As amended bgection 5subsection (a)The Constitution of the Republic of Ghana
(Amendment) Act, 1996.




” As amended bgection 5subsection (G)The Constitution of the Republic of Ghana
(Amendment) Act, 1996.

8 As amended bgection 6 The Constitution of the Republic of Ghana (Ameedih Act,
1996.

2 As amended bgection 7 The Constitution of the Republic of Ghana (Ameedih Act,
1996.

19 As amended bgection 8 The Constitution of the Republic of Ghana (Ameedih Act,
1996.

1 As amended bgection 9 The Constitution of the Republic of Ghana (Ameedih Act,
1996.
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